
2017 Nominations 

Kathy Bender  Athlete 

Part of the fearless diving Bender family, Kathy Bender competed in international swim meets in 

Canada, while also competing in Northwest events in Rapid City, Spokane, Jamestown and 

Seattle. Along with her sister, Pam, Kathy Bender went to Arizona to train for the Olympic 

diving team. However, her dream ended because scholarships were not offered to women in 

those days. 

Bender won more than 200 first-place medals in swimming, diving and gymnastics. She was 

named the AAU state “Swimmer of the Year” in 1966. In 1967, she received the Girl Athlete of 

the Year by the Missoula Alumni association of the University of Montana. She win the 1969 

Little Sullivan Award for Outstanding Athlete of the Year by the Montana AAU. In 1970, Kathy 

was award first place in all-around intercollegiate gymnastics for Montana. 

 

Brian Bolton   Athlete  

Brian Bolton, an All-American NCAA wrestler, was a great wrestler during Butte High’s 

championship run under coach Jim Street. He placed in the top three in his weight class at the 

Class AA State tournament all four years at Butte High. He was a part of four Butte High state 

championship teams. Bolton’s remarkable career includes a 37-1 run to the 130-pound title as a 

senior in 1991. His only loss that season came to an All-American wrestler from Minnesota at 

the Minnesota Christmas Tournament. 

Bolton placed second at 125 as a junior. He finished the season with a 32-30-1 record that 

season. He suffered an injury before the state championship match. As a sophomore, Bolton 

placed third at 119 pounds with a 22-6 record. He was also took third as a freshman, posting a 

21-9 mark at 112 pounds. On his career, Bolton compiled a 112-19-1 varsity record for the 

Bulldogs. He beat future world champion Bill Zadick of Great Falls once and tied him once. 

Bolton went on to a successful career on the mats at Michigan State. He was a two-time NCAA 

Tournament qualifier, placing seventh at 126 pounds as a junior in 1990. That earned Bolton 

NCAA All-American honors. He currently ranks No. 20 in Michigan State history with 85 wins. 

Bolton played receiver for the Butte High football team. He started two years for the Bulldogs. 

Brian Bolton’s résumé: 

 1988 Member Butte High state wrestling championship team 

 1988 Placed third at state at 112 pounds with a 21-9 record 

 1989 Member Butte High state wrestling championship team 

 1989 Placed third at state at 119 pounds with a 22-6 record 

 1989 Starter Butte High football team, split end 

 1990 Member Butte High state wrestling championship team 



 1990 Placed second at state at 125 pounds with 32-3-1 record 

 1990 Starter Butte High football team, split end 

 1991 Member Butte High state wrestling championship team 

 1990 Won state title at 130 pounds with 37-1 record 

 1988-1991 Compiled 112-91-1 record 

 1992-1996 Member Michigan State wrestling team 

 1995 Placed seventh at NCAA Tournament at 126 pounds 

 1995 Named All-American at 126 pounds 

 1996 NCAA Tournament qualifier 

 

Bernie Brophy  Athlete 

Bernie Brophy was a three-sport standout for Butte Central in the late 1960s and early 1970s. He 

started at tight end for the 1969 state champion Maroons football team. A year later, he started at 

tight end and defensive end for a BC team that beat Butte High. He earned All-Conference 

honors on both sides of the ball that season. He was also named All-State. 

During his senior season, Brophy started all 18 games for the Butte Central basketball team. He 

excelled in track, winning the city championship in the 100 and tying for the city crown in the 

200. He also ran a leg on BC’s third-place team in the 800 relay at the Class A state tournament. 

Brophy, a standout baseball player as a youth, concluded his athletic career playing safety on the 

Montana State University football team. 

As a coach, Brophy assisted on the 1981 and 82 Butte Central girls’ state championship track 

teams. He also assisted the 1982 BC boys’ state title team. Brophy was an assistant on the 1981 

BC football team that advanced to the state championship team.  

Finally, Brophy was a member on the committee that built the Maroon Activities Center. 

Bernie Brophy’s résumé: 

 1969 started at tight end on Butte Central state champion football team 

 1970 started at tight end and defensive end on Butte Central football team that beat Butte High 

 1970 named first-team All-Conference on offense and defense 

 1970 named All-State in football 

 1971 started on Butte Central basketball team 

 1971 won city championship in 100-yard dash 

 1971 tied for first place in 200-yard dash at city championship 

 1971 ran leg on third place team in 800 relay at Class A State meet 

 1981 assistant coach on Butte Central football team that reached state championship game 

 1981 assistant coach Butte Central state champion girls’ track team 

 1982 assistant coach Butte Central state champion girls’ track team 

 1982 assistant coach Butte Central state champion boys’ track team 

 



Neil Egan   Athlete 

Neal Egan was a decorated lineman who helped deliver titles for Butte Central and Montana 

State University. Egan started on the line for the Maroons as Coach Jim Sweeney’s Maroons 

claimed the Class A state title by beating Glendive 12-7 in the championship game. The title was 

the third for the Maroons, and that team was inducted into the Butte Sports Hall of Fame in 1995. 

Egan earned All-State honors during that championship run during his senior season. He played 

offensive tackle and defensive tackle for the Maroons. In his career at BC, Egan earned six 

varsity letters. Three of those letters came in basketball, two were in football and one was in 

track. 

Four years after playing for the state champion Maroons, Egan was a key contributor on the 

offensive line Montana State as the Bobcats captured the 1956 national championship. That team 

was enshrined in the Montana State Hall of Fame in 1987. It was also inducted into the Rocky 

Mountain Conference Hall of Fame. While at MSU, Egan played center, guard and tackle for the 

Bobcats. Egan earned several national honors while playing for the Bobcats.  Egan later played 

two years as defensive end in the United States Marine Corps. 

Egan began his football career at St. Patrick’s Grade School, of which he graduated in 1949. He 

was a Catholic Youth Organization All-Star while playing for the Shamrocks. 

Neil Egan’s résumé: 

 1951 Starter Butte Central football team 

 1952 Starter Butte Central football team 

 1952 Member of Butte Central state championship team 

 1952 Named All-State in football 

 1953 Played for victories West side (20-0) in Montana East-West Shrine Game 

 1953-56 Member Montana State University football team 

 1954 Named All-American by the Chemistry and Chemical Engineering National Magazine 

 1955 Named All-American by the Chemistry and Chemical Engineering National Magazine 

 1955 Named All-American, Sigma Chi National Fraternity football team 

 1956 Member Montana State national championship football team 

 1961-61 Played defensive end for the United States Marine Corps 

 1987 MSU 1956 football team inducted into Montana State Hall of Fame 

 1995 Egan’s 1952 Butte Central team was inducted into the Butte Sports Hall of Fame 

 

Anna Fabatz   Athlete 

Anna Fabatz was of the most — if not the most — decorated all-around female athletes Butte 

High has ever seen. In her years competing for the Bulldogs, Fabatz earned 12 varsity letters (in 

softball, volleyball, basketball and track). She is believed to be the only Butte High female to 

ever earn 12 letters. At Butte High, she was a member of a state championship team (1994 

volleyball) and a first-team All-State selection (1997 volleyball). Overall, she was selected to 



four All-State teams, seven All-Conference teams, played in three state tournaments and received 

Academic All-State honors seven times.  

Fabatz was a leader for the Butte High basketball and volleyball teams. She earned second team 

All-State in basketball in 1995. Fabatz’s 31 3-pointers in 1994 ranks No. 9 in school history, 

while her 88 career 3-pointers is third on the Bulldog all-time list. Her 817 points in 81 games 

ranks No. 3 in school history, behind only Lexie Nelson and Sammy McGree. Only five 

Bulldogs ever played more basketball games at Butte High than Fabatz. She earned second-team 

All-State in volleyball in 1996. In track, she earned All-State honors by placing second in the 

Class AA state meet in the javelin. 

She went on to play collegiately for MSU-Northern, back when the Skylights were the premier 

team of the Frontier Conference. In three of Fabatz’s four years at Northern, the Skylights played 

in the NAIA National tournament. 

Anna Fabatz’s résumé: 

 1994 member of Butte High Class AA state championship volleyball team 

 1994 member Butte High state tournament qualifying team 

 1994 named All-Conference in basketball 

 1994 named All-Conference in volleyball (middle hitter/backrow specialist)  

 1995 named second-team All-State honors in basketball 

 1995 was co-captain of Butte High volleyball team 

 1995 named first-team All-Conference in basketball 

 1995 was co-captain of Butte High basketball team 

 1995 earned All-Conference honors in track 

 1996 named first-team All-Conference in basketball 

 1996 was co-captain of Butte High volleyball team 

 1996 named second-team All-State honors in volleyball 

 1996 earned All-Conference in track 

 1996 was captain Butte High basketball team. 

 1996 was co-captain of Butte High volleyball team 

 1996 received Connie Hogan Memorial Award for Outstanding Girl Athlete a Butte High 

 1996 named first-team All-Conference in basketball 

 1996 named Outstanding Butte High School Girls’ Basketball Award 

 1997 was co-captain of Butte High volleyball team 

 1997 named first-team All-State honors in volleyball (setter/outside hitter) 

 1996 placed second in javelin at Class AA State meet 

1993-96 scored 817 points in 81 games, No. 3 in school history 

 Played four years on the MSU-Northern women’s basketball team 

Played in three NAIA National Tournaments 

 

Jaime Harris   Athlete 



Jaime Harris was a state champion wrestler for Butte High and a contributor on four Bulldog 

state championship teams. The 1990 was best as a senior, going 34-1 on his way to the 112-

pound state title. That season included a title at a tournament in New Jersey. Harris also placed 

third at state twice for the Bulldogs. He took third at 105 as a junior, going 27-5. He went 29-3 

on his way to a 98-pound title as a sophomore. That followed a 16-12 record as a freshman in 

1987. Overall, Harris posted a 106-21-1 record at Butte High. He also beat future world 

champion Bill Zadick at a dual tournament in Great Falls. 

Jaime Harris’ résumé: 

 1987 Member Butte High state wrestling championship team 

 1988 Member Butte High state wrestling championship team 

 1988 Placed third at state at 98 pounds with a 29-3 record 

 1989 Member Butte High state wrestling championship team 

 1989 Placed third at state at 105 pounds with a 27-5 record 

 1990 Member Butte High state wrestling championship team 

 1990 State champion at 112 pounds with 34-1 record 

 1990 Won championship of tournament in New Jersey 

 1987-90 Compiled 106-21-1 record 

 

Rob Johnson  Athlete 

Rob Johnson was an outstanding athlete at Butte Central who went on to play parts of seven 

seasons as a catcher for the Seattle Mariners, San Diego Padres, New York Mets and St. Louis 

Cardinals. He played 20 games behind the plate for the 2013 National League Champion St. 

Louis Cardinals. During the playoffs that season, Johnson caught the bullpen sessions for the 

Cardinals, who lost the World Series in six games to the Boston Red Sox. 

In 2007, Johnson made his Major League Debut with the Seattle Mariners, the team that drafted 

him in the fourth round of the first-year player draft in 2004. He was also drafted by the Florida 

Marlins (2002) and Philadelphia Phillies (2003) following outstanding seasons at Saddleback 

College in Mission Viejo, California. He played for the University of Houston in 2004. Before 

heading to Saddleback, Johnson was a catcher for the Butte American Legion baseball program. 

He played two years for the Class AA Miners and one year for the Class A Muckers. 

At Butte Central, Johnson racked up 11 varsity letters. That includes four letters in football, three 

in basketball and two apiece in golf and track. On the gridiron, Johnson earned All-State honors 

at linebacker and kicker in 1999 and 2000. His 85-yard interception return for a touchdown 

against Hardin in 2000 ranks among the longest in Butte Central history. Johnson started two 

years and part of one more for some very competitive Butte Central basketball teams. After 

playing golf for two years, and qualifying for the Class A State tournament, Johnson switched to 

track as a junior. As a senior, he placed second in the javelin, losing only to Anaconda star 

Michael Estes.  

Johnson currently operates a year-round youth baseball academy in Texas. 



Rob Johnson’s résumé: 

 1997 member Butte Central football team 

 1998 member Butte Central golf team 

 1998 catcher for Butte Muckers 

 1998 member Butte Central football team 

 1999 started handful of games on Butte Central basketball team 

 1999 member Butte Central golf team 

 1999 named All-State as linebacker and kicker 

 1999 catcher for Butte Miners 

 1999 member Butte Central football team 

 2000 starter on Butte Central basketball team 

 2000 member Butte Central track team 

 2000 catcher for Butte Miners 

 2000 member Butte Central football team 

 2000 named All-State as linebacker and kicker 

 2000 returned interception 85 yards for touchdown vs. Hardin 

 2001 starter on Butte Central basketball team 

 2001 placed second in javelin at Class A State tournament 

 2001-03 played baseball at Saddleback College in Mission Viejo, California 

 2002 drafted by Florida Marlins in 41st round 

 2003 drafted by Philadelphia Phillies in 18th round 

 2003-04 played baseball at the University of Houston 

 2004 drafted by Seattle Mariners in fourth round 

 2004 played for Everett AquaSox (Class A) 

 2005 played for Wisconsin Timber Rattlers (Class A) and Inland Empire 66ers (A+) 

 2006 played for Tacoma Rainiers (Triple A)  

 2007 played for Tacoma Rainiers (Triple A) and 6 games for Seattle Mariners 

 2008 played for Tacoma Rainiers (Triple A) and 16 games for Seattle Mariners 

 2009 played 80 games for Seattle Mariners 

 2010 played 61 games for Seattle Mariners and 19 games for Tacoma Rainiers (Triple A) 

 2011 played 67 games for San Diego Padres 

 2012 played 17 games for New York Mets and 45 games for Buffalo Bisons (Triple A) 

 2013 played 20 games for NL Champion St. Louis Cardinals and 59 games for Memphis 

Redbirds (Triple A) 

 2014 went to spring training as a pitcher for San Diego Padres 

 2014 retired following an elbow injury in spring training 

 

Mark Johnston  Athlete – coach – special 

Mark Johnston was a standout wrestler for the Butte Central Maroons. While wrestling for the 

Maroons, he had a career record (77'-80') of 80-4. Of his four losses, three came from the same 

opponent, Mark Tarr of Whitefish. In the summer of 1976 Mark was selected to wrestle on the 



United States Junior Olympic team in Hayward, California. Mark placed 4th at the Junior 

Olympics giving him All-World honors. As a sophomore (77'-78) Mark was a divisional 

champion for the Maroons. He had only two losses during his sophomore year, however both 

losses occurred at state, and they did not wrestle for 5th and 6th. As a Junior (78'-79') Mark was 

a divisional champion. His only loss during his junior year occurred at state and he finished third 

in the state. In his senior season (79'-80') Mark became a three-time divisional champion for the 

Maroons. He capped off his prep career with an individual state championship in 1980 defeating 

rival Mark Tarr at the Butte Civic Center in one of the most memorable matches wrestled in the 

Civic Center. Mark was a two-time All-State wrestler for Butte Central. Mark was also a 4-time 

Montana State Freestyle Champion. These four championships all occurred when there was only 

one state-wide championship for freestyle wrestling, making the champions the "best of the best" 

in the state. 

After high school Mark went on to wrestle for the Montana State Bobcats (an NCAA Division 1 

wrestling program at the time) in the Big Sky Conference. In his freshman season (81’-82’) with 

the Bobcats he had a runner-up finish at 126 pounds in the Big Sky Championships. In 1981 only 

the Big Sky Conference Champions in each weight qualified for the NCAA National 

Championships. Mark lost in overtime to Scott Barrett of Boise State in the Conference 

Championship. Barrett went on to finish runner-up at the NCAA National Championships that 

season. Following his sophomore year Mark chose to transfer to Montana-Western to pursue a 

degree in education.  

In 1991 Mark took over head coaching duties for the Glasgow Scotties wrestling team in 

Glasgow, Montana. In 1993 he led the Scotties to their first state championship since 1977. He 

followed that up with four more state championship runs in 2001, 2002, 2007, and 2008 giving 

him 5 total state championships as a coach. His 5 team state championships ties him for 6th All-

Time in the state of Montana, and the most in Class B/C. Mark's state championship team of 

2008 broke (and still hold) the all-time Class B/C state scoring record with 254 points. Mark also 

coached his team to a runner-up finish at state in 1994, and a 3rd place finish in 1996. This gives 

him a grand total of 7 state wrestling trophies. Mark also coached the Scotties to 7 Eastern B/C 

divisional team championships (1992, 1993, 1996, 2001, 2002, 2007, and 2008). Mark had an 

overall dual record of 96-20-1 for an 82.1% winning percentage. Mark was named Montana 

Coach of the Year for Class B/C on five separate occasions (1993, 2001, 2002, 2007, and 2008). 

Mark's 2001 team had 5 individual state champions which still is a Montana state record for most 

individual state champions in a season for all classifications. When Mark took over coaching the 

Scotties there was a total of 25 individual state champions between the years of 1958 - 1991 (a 

span of 33 years). Mark coached an unbelievable 28 individual state champions between the 

years 1991-2008 (a span of 17 years). The 28 individual champions puts Mark 8th all-time for 

Montana coaches, and 1st all-time in Class B/C. In 2002 he coached two athletes to high school 

All-American honors at the NHSCA Senior National Championships, with one athlete (his son 

Mark Johnston Jr.) making it to the National Championship match. Overall, Mark had a total of 

104 All-State wrestlers in his time in Glasgow. Champions: 28, runner-up: 19, 3rd place: 16, 4th 

place: 9, 5th place: 13, 6th place: 19. The 104 total All-State would equate to an average of 6.1 



placers per year. Many of Mark's athletes went on to college on wrestling scholarships. On five 

separate occasions wrestlers that Mark coached were named college All-American wrestlers. On 

two separate occasions Mark was asked to speak at the Montana Coaches Association Coaches 

Clinic (1996 and 2007). 

Mark Johnson’s résumé: 

 1977-80 Compiled 80-4 record (three losses to same opponent) 

 1976 Selected to wrestle for United States Junior Olympic team in Hayward, Calif. 

 1976 Placed fourth at Junior Olympics, giving him All-World honors 

 1978 Divisional champion at 98 pounds 

 1979 Divisional champion at 105 pounds 

 1979 Placed third at Class A State tournament 

 1980 Divisional champion at 112 pounds 

 1980 State champion at 112 pounds 

 1981-83 Wrestled for Montana State (an NCAA Division I program at the time) 

 1982 Placed second at conference championship tournament at 126 pounds 

 1991-2008 Served as head wrestling coach at Glasgow 

 1993 Led Scotties to B/C state championship (first since 1977) 

 1993 Named Class Montana Coach of the Year for Class B/C 

 2001 Led Scotties to B/C state championship 

 2001 Named Class Montana Coach of the Year for Class B/C 

 2002 Led Scotties to B/C state championship 

 2002 Named Class Montana Coach of the Year for Class B/C 

 2007 Led Scotties to B/C state championship 

 2007 Named Class Montana Coach of the Year for Class B/C 

 2008 Led Scotties to B/C state championship 

 2008 Named Class Montana Coach of the Year for Class B/C  

 

Jake Larson   Athlete 

Jake Larson was an outstanding three-sport athlete at Butte High School who went on to a 

record-breaking college football career at Montana Western. In basketball at Butte High, Larson 

earned 11 varsity letters. That includes four letters in basketball. His 72 varsity basketball games 

ranks No. 10 in school history, and he was a key contributor all four years. Larson lettered three 

times in football for the Bulldogs. His 13 touchdown passes as a senior in 2000 still ranks in the 

top 10 in Butte High's record book, even though he played on a run-first team. He represented 

the West side in the 2001 Montana East-West Shrine Game. The West beat the East 16-3. 

Track was where Larson really shined for the Butte High Bulldogs. His 2000 all-class state 

record in the 300-meter hurdles still stands. Larson, then a junior, ran set the record with a time 

of 37.66 seconds in Bozeman. He set that mark in lane No. 9 because of a stumble during the 

Western AA Divisional meet in Kalispell. He also won the 110-meter hurdles that year. He 

placed second in the 200 and ran a leg on the second-place 1,600-meter relay team. 



As a senior, Larson had a remarkable season, going undefeated in the 100, 400, 110 hurdles and 

300-hurdles. He won state titles in that even. He ran a leg of the state-champion 400-meter relay 

team, giving Larson five gold medals at the State meet. Larson also finished second in the 200, 

while running a leg on the second-place 1,600-meter relay team. His split time in the relay was 

47 seconds. He won 16 State medals on his career, including the seven gold medals. 

Jake went on to become the all-time leading receiver at Montana Western, racking up nearly 

3,000 receiving yards. He played in two stints at Montana Western. His first one came after 

spending a year on the University of Montana track team. Larson played the 2002 and 2003 

seasons for the Bulldogs. He then transferred back to the University of Montana, where he ran 

track and qualified for the Big Sky Conference Championships in the 400-meter hurdles and the 

1,600-meter relay. He also played spring football for the Grizzlies, and was touted as a receiver 

to watch heading into the next season. However, Larson was injured when a deck collapsed at a 

casino in Polson in the summer of 2004, ending his Grizzly football career. He returned to play 

for the Bulldogs in 2005 and 2006. 

Larson capped his college career by playing in the East Coast Bowl in Virginia. He was the only 

NAIA player competing against FCS players from around the country. He also played in the 

NAIA All-American Game. After college, Larson took part in a professional tryout at the 

University of Montana. He was briefly a member of the Boise Burn in the Arena Football 

League. 

In the summer of 2016, Larson was a member of a Butte softball team that qualified for the 

national championship tournament in Oregon. 

Jake Larson’s résumé: 

 1998 member of Butte High varsity basketball team 

 1998 member Butte High track team 

 1998 member of Butte High varsity football team 

 1999 member of Butte High varsity basketball team 

 1999 member Butte High track team 

 1999 member Butte High varsity football team 

 2000 member of Butte High varsity basketball team 

 2000 member Butte High track team 

 2000 state champion in 110- and 300-meter relay 

 2000 broke all-state record with time of 37.66 seconds in 300 hurdles (record still stands) 

 2000 member Butte High varsity football team 

 2001 member of Butte High varsity basketball team 

 2001 member Butte High track team 

 2001 state champion in 100- and 400- meters, 110- and 300-meter hurdles and 400-meter relay 

 2001 played in Montana East-West Shrine Game 

 2002 member University of Montana track team 

 2002 member Montana Western football team 

 2003 member Montana Western football team 



 2004 member University of Montana track team 

 2004 qualified in for Big Sky Conference Championships in 400-meter hurdles and mile relay 

 2004 member of University of Montana football team during spring football 

 2005 member Montana Western football team 

 2006 member Montana Western football team 

 2007 played in East Coast Bowl, an All-Star game in Virginia 

 2007 played in NAIA All-American Game 

 2016 played on softball team that qualified for national championships in Oregon 

 

Jay LeProwse  Athlete 

Jay LeProwse was a superstar running back for the Butte High Bulldogs and Montana Tech 

Orediggers. LeProwse is the all-time leading rusher at Butte High School with 2,286 yards. He 

averaged 6.7 yards per carry for the Bulldogs. That includes a school-record 1,607 yards rushing 

in 1997. (Jordan Clary’s total of 1,232 in 2004 is No. 2 on the school’s all-time list). In a game 

against Kalispell Flathead in 1997, LeProwse set the state record with 371 yards rushing against 

Billings Senior. He also ran for 197 yards in a game against Bozeman that season in which he 

earned first-team All-State honors. LeProwse earned second-team All-State as a junior in 1996. 

He scored 24 career touchdowns (including 17 in 1997) while racking up 2,476 career total 

yards. 

LeProwse also excelled on defense for the Bulldogs. Picked off eight passes, which is one behind 

the school record held by Mick Morris and Milt Popovich. In 1997 he set the school record with 

a 105-yard interception return for a touchdown. 

At Montana Tech, LeProwse’s legendary status grew even more. He led the Frontier Conference 

in rushing and was named first-team All-Conference four straight seasons for the Orediggers. His 

1,807 all-purpose yards in 2001 set a school record that lasted until Nolan Saraceni eclipsed it in 

2015. His school record of 6,212 career all-purpose yards at Tech still stands. He is No. 3 on the 

school’s all-time rushing list, behind only Pat Hansen and Don Heater. LeProwse was named 

first-team All-American in 2001, an honor that sent him to the Montana Tech Athletic Hall of 

Fame. 

Jay LeProwse’s résumé: 

 1996 named second-team All-State in football 

 1997 set Butte High school record with 1,607 yards 

 1997 scored 17 touchdowns 

 1997 set school record with 105-yard interception return vs. Kalispell Flathead 

 1997 set state record with 371 rushing yards vs. Billings Senior 

 ran for 197 yards against Bozeman 

 1997 named first-team All-State in football 

 1996-97 set school all-time rushing record with 2,286 yards (6.7 yards per carry) 

 1996-97 scored 24 touchdowns 



 1996-97 intercepted 8 passes 

 1996-97 registered 2,576 total yards 

 1998-2001 won four straight Frontier Conference rushing titles 

 1998-2001 named first-team All-Conference four straight years 

 1998-2001 set Montana Tech school record with 6,215 all-purpose yards 

 2001 set school record with 1, 807 all-purpose yards (record stood until 2015) 

 2001 named first-team All-American 

 member Montana Tech Athletics Hall of Fame 

 

Wanda (Matteson) Olson  Athlete 

Wanda (Matteson) Olson was an outstanding runner for Butte High School who went on to win a 

junior college national championship in the 440-yard sprint. Wanda won the 1977 national title 

in the 440-yard race, which was her specialty. She was a three-time champion in that event at the 

Western AA Divisional meet. As a junior, she the 440 record with a time of 59.3 seconds. She 

also anchored the Butte High relay teams. She took home the prestigious Bill Hawke Award as 

Butte High’s outstanding girls’ track athlete two times. 

It was at Kalispell Community College where Wanda won that national title. She also ran on the 

schools’ 440, 880 and mile relays at the national meet. 

Wanda (Matteson) Olson’s résumé: 

 1974 named Outstanding Girls’ Track Athlete (Bill Hawke Award) 

 1975 won Western AA Divisional title in 440 

 1975 set 440 meet record at Western AA Divisional with time of 59.7 seconds 

 1975 placed fourth at State meet in 440 

 1975 anchored fourth-place 880 relay team at State meet 

 1975 named Outstanding Girls’ Track Athlete (Bill Hawke Award) 

 1976 won Western AA Divisional Title 

 1976 placed fourth at State meet 

 1976 anchored fourth-place 880 relay team at State meet 

 1977 won 440 title at junior college national meet in Dodge City, Kansas 

 

Charlie Peterson  Special 

Charlie Peterson is a multi-talented athlete who excelled in wrestling, rodeo and horseback riding 

over a lengthy career. Peterson’s long list of victories began in 1962 when, at the age of 9, he 

won the Five State National Little Buckaroo Calf Riding Championship. At Butte High School, 

he won the 1969 Montana State High School Rodeo bull riding championship in Malta. After 

high school, Peterson competed in rodeos around the west and south as well as in Canada. In 

1972 he won the bull riding and saddle bronc titles at the Deer Lodge rodeo. Peterson also went 

on to compete for 20 years as a highly-successful horse jockey. 



As a junior at Butte High, Peterson went out for the wrestling team as a way to improve his 

toughness and mentality for rodeo. He had never competed in the sport before. As a junior and 

senior in 1970 and 1971, Peterson won the state title at 98 pounds. As a senior, he compiled an 

18-1-1 record. 

Charlie Peterson’s résumé: 

 1962 won Five State National Little Buckaroo Calf Riding Championship 

 1969 won Montana State High School bull riding championship 

 1969 competed in National High School Rodeo Finals in San Antonio, Texas 

 1970 won state 98-pound wrestling championship 

 1971 won state 98-pound wrestling championship 

 1972 won bull riding and saddle bronc title at Deer Lodge rodeo  

 competed as a professional horse jockey for 20 years 

 

Ted Richards Athlete – coach – special  

Ted Richards was a highly-successful football coach at Centerville High School. The 1972 Butte 

High graduate served as head coach of the Miners for 36 years. He led the Miners to two Class C 

8-man state championships (1999 and 2006). His championship teams both went 12-0. Richards, 

who also was the head track coach for 23 at Centerville, was selected to the Montana Coaches 

Hall of Fame in 2011. 

As a player, Richards was a three-sport athlete for Butte High. He was selected second-team All-

State at guard in 1971. He continued his football career at Western Montana College, where he 

graduated in 1981. 

Ted Richards résumé: 

 Total Coaching Experience: 36 years 

 3 years at Butte South Central Junior High and 33 at Centerville High School (32 as Head 

Coach)  

 Centerville Head Football Coach (1982-2013) 

 Overall Head Coach Record (195 Wins - 76 Loses)  

 Won 2 State Championships: 1999 (12-0) and 2006 (12-0) 

 Won 8 Northern C Divisional Titles 

 Coached in 4 Quarterfinals 

 Coached in 3 semi-finals 

 Coached and Won 2 Class C Eight Man Championships. 

 Coached in the Playoffs 17 Times 

 Coached in Montana Shrine Game 2 Times. 

 Coached in Class C Bob Cleverly All-Star Game 14 Times.  

 2-Time Montana Coach of the Year 1999 and 2006 

 4 Time nominee for Coach of the Year 

 7 Time Northern C Divisional Coach of the Year 

 Selected to Montana Coaches Hall of Fame 2011 



 Centerville Track Coach for 33 years (23 as Head Coach) 

 4 District Track Championships 

 2 Northern C Divisional Championships 

 Placed 3rd at Class C State Track 21 Times.  

 Played Football at Butte High for 4 years (All State 2nd Team Guard) 1971 

 Played Basketball at Butte High 3 years 

 Ran track for 3 years at Butte High 

 Played Football for Western Montana College 

 

John Rickman Athlete 

He was a standout basketball player for Butte Central in the late 1950s. Rickman was a starter for 

the Maroons in 1958 and 1959. He led the Class AA in scoring during the 1959 regular season. 

He averaged 19.0 a game during the season scoring 458 points. John had 140 field goals and 177 

free throws. The free throw mark set a new school record which still stands today. Rickman 

scored in double figures in 23 of the 24 games he played in during the year. He tallied 20 or 

more points in 10 games and 15 or more points in 18 of 24 contests. During the 1959 state 

tournament in Butte, Rickman led the Maroons to an 80-64 opening game win over Kalispell. 

John pumped in 37 points in the victory. At the time that set the school record for points in a 

game. The next night he had 28 points in a 70-58 semifinal loss to eventual state champion Butte 

High. He tallied 78 points in three tournament games. Rickman was named to the All-

Tournament and All-State team. He went on to play basketball at Gonzaga. In 1999, John was 

selected to the Butte Central All-Century basketball team. 

(Note: Rickman showed up on the old-times list in previous years. However, he apparently was 

nominated by Pat Kearney, unbeknownst to his family and supporters, and has not had someone 

speak before the board on his behalf. I thought it would be appropriate to move him from the 

old-times list to be presented as a new nominee. Of course, that is for the screening committee to 

decide.)  

John Rickman’s résumé: 

 1958 Member Butte Central varsity basketball team 

 1958 Received All-Conference honorable mention 

 1958 Named to the Class AA All-State Tournament team 

 1959 Member Butte Central varsity basketball team 

 1959 Led Class AA in scoring during regular season. 

 1959 Selected first team All-State in basketball  

 1959 Named to Class AA All-State Tournament Team 

 1959 Named MVP of Class AA State Tournament 

 1959 Scored 458 points  

 1959 Named to the All Catholic High School All American Team 

 1959 Named a Wigwam Wiseman All-American (a benevolent order out of Oklahoma that 

originated the idea of the prep All-American)  



 1959 Named by Scholastic Magazine to the All-Rocky Mountain Team. 

 1960-63 played basketball at Gonzaga University 

 1999 selected to All-Century Central basketball team 

 

Steve Schulte  Athlete – Coach 

Steve Schulte was an outstanding running back and basketball player at Butte Central. His 2,683 

career rushing yards from 1976-78 still stands as the best in BC history. He ran for 368 yards 

against Livingston in 1976, and that record stood until Butte High’s Jay LeProwse broke the 

record 21 years later. (Schulte was LeProwse’s head coach at the time the record fell.) Schulte 

averaged 6.7 yards per carry in his BC career. He scored 31 touchdowns and racked up 2,762 

total yards. He was named all state in 1976 (when he ran for 1,008 yards) and 1978 (1,018 

yards). 

Schulte played basketball for the Maroons, too. He was a member of BC’s 1978 state 

championship team. 

Schulte has also left his mark as a coach. After turning around a nearly defunct program in 

Browning, Schulte returned to Butte to assist on the 1996 Montana Tech football team. The 

Orediggers played in the national championship game that year. The team was inducted into the 

Montana Tech Athletics Hall of Fame in 2016. Schulte then served as head coach of the Butte 

High football team from 1997 through 2001. His bulldogs compiled a record of 12-29. Since 

stepping down as head coach, Schulte as continued to coach at many capacities at Butte High. He 

was an assistant on the 2011 Butte High state champion softball team. He also assisted on the 

2012 state championship football team. 

Steve Schulte’s résumé: 

 1976 rushed for 1,008 yards 

 1976 rushed for 378 yards vs. Livingston 

 1976 named All-State in football 

 1978 rushed for 1,018 yards 

 1978 named All-State in football 

 1976-78 rushed for school record 2,633 yards (6.7 yards per carry) 

 1976-78 scored 31 career touchdowns 

 1976-78 played basketball for Butte Central 

 1978 member Butte Central Class A State championship team 

 1979 played for West in Montana East-West Shrine Game (West won 35-14) 

 1979-1982 played football at Carroll College 

 1996 assistant coach on Montana Tech football team that reached national championship game 

 1997-2001 head coach of Butte High football team (compiled 12-19 record) 

 1997 coached Jay LeProwse when he broke his state single-game rushing record 

 2011 assistant coach on Butte High state champion softball team 

 2012 assistant coach on Butte High state champion football team 



 

 

Kyle Smith  Athlete 

Kyle Smith was a three-time state champion wrestler at Butte High and a two-time NCAA All-

American. The1998 graduate’s dominating career helped the Bulldogs win two state titles in the 

1990s. In four years for the Bulldogs, Smith compiled an incredible 148-8 record for a Butte 

High team that also placed third at state in 1996 and second in 1998. 

After going 33-4 and placing second at state at 145 pounds as a freshman, Smith went 36-1 and 

won the state title at 152 pounds. He won the 171-pound title with a 37-1 mark as a junior. The 

next year, he won the 189-pound title with a 42-2 mark. Both his losses came to the same out-of-

state wrestler at a tournament in Reno, Nevada. 

Smith went on to a stellar career at the University of Michigan. In 2002 and 2003 he qualified for 

the NCAA Tournament, placing seventh at 197 pounds both times. He was named All-American 

both of those seasons. Smith also received multiple academic awards while wrestling for the 

Wolverines. 

In football, Smith was two-year starter for Butte High at linebacker. Following his senior season, 

Smith was named first-team All-State. 

Kyle Smith’s résumé: 

 1995 Member of Butte High state wrestling championship team 

 1995 Second at state at 145 pounds with 33-4 record 

 1996 Member of Butte High third-place wrestling team 

 1996 State champion at 152 pounds with 36-1 record 

 1996 Starting linebacker for Butte High football team 

 1997 Member of Butte High state wrestling championship team 

 1997 State champion at 171 pounds with 37-1 record 

 1997 Named first-team All-State linebacker 

 1998 Member Butte High second-place wrestling team 

 1998 State champion 189 pounds with 42-2 record 

 1995-1998 Compiled a 148-8 record 

 1999-2003 Member Michigan wrestling team 

 2002 Placed seventh an NCAA Tournament at 197 pounds 

 2002 Received All-American honors 

 2003 Placed seventh at NCAA Tournament at 197 pounds 

 2003 Received All-American honors 

 2001-03 Academic All-Big Ten 

 2002-03 NWCA All-Academic 

 

Jason Street  Athlete 



Jason Street was a three-time state champion wrestler at Butte High School. He was a member of 

three state championship Bulldog teams and one team that placed second. Street was also a 

member of the 1991 Class AA state champion Butte High football team. In1992 he earned first-

team All-Conference honors as punter, linebacker and kick returner. He won 11 varsity letters 

during his career at Butte High — four each in wrestling and track, and three in football. 

It was wrestling where Street was a legend. After placing second at 145 pounds as a freshman, 

Street won the 152-pound state title as a sophomore in 1991. He won the 160-pound title with a 

39-1 record in 1992. As a senior in 1993, Street moved up for 171 pounds, where he wrestled all 

season, to 189 pounds to help out the team. He won the 189-pound title and finished the season 

with a 38-0 record. 

Street earned a full-ride scholarship to Fresno State. He placed second in the WACC tournament 

in 1995 before winning the WACC title in 1996, qualifying for the NCAA Tournament both 

seasons. In 1997 he suffered a season-ending injury at the WACC tournament. Street transferred 

to the University of Oklahoma for his senior season, and he once again qualified for the NCAA 

Tournament. 

Jason Street’s résumé: 

1990 Member of Butte High state wrestling championship team 

1990 Placed second at state at 145 pounds with 29-9 record 

1991 Member of Butte High state wrestling championship team 

1991 Won state title at 152 pounds with a record of 34-3-1 

1992 Member of Butte High state wrestling championship team 

1992 Won state title at 160 pounds with a record of 39-1 

1993 Member of Butte High state runner up wrestling team 

1993 Won state title at 189 pounds with a 38-0 record 

1993 MVP of Rocky Mountain Classic 

1993 Won Ironman Classic in Ohio 

1989-93 Posted 140-13-1 record 

1993 Winner of the prestigious Swede Dahlberg Award at Butte High 

1995-97 Member Fresno State wrestling team, earning two trips to NCAA Tournament 

1995 Placed second at WACC Tournament, NCAA qualifier 

1996 WACC champion, NCAA qualifier 

1998 Member Oklahoma wrestling team, NCAA qualifier  

1989-93 Won 11 varsity letters for the Bulldogs (four wrestling, four track, three football) 

1992 First-team All-Conference as punter, linebacker and kick returner 

 

Mark Struznik    Athlete 

Mark Struznik was a two-time state champion for the Bulldogs. The 1991 Butte High graduate 

was a member for four state championship teams in the Jim Street era. Struznik bounced back 

from an injury as sophomore to win the state title as a junior. He posted a 31-8 record that 

season, and he was particularly tough at the end of the year. Struznik proved his junior year was 



no fluke with an incredible senior season. He went 38-1 on his way to the 171-pound state 

championship. His lone loss that season came in a 64-team tournament in Minnesota. He 

compiled a 75-23 career record, including a 69-9 mark over his final two years. 

Struznik also played football for the Bulldogs. He earned second-team All-State honors at 

defensive end in 1990. 

Mark Struznik’s résumé: 

 1988 Member Butte High state wrestling championship team 

 1989 Member Butte High state wrestling championship team 

 1990 Member Butte High state wrestling championship team 

 1990 State champion 160 pounds with 31-8 record 

 1990 Starter on Butte High football team 

 1990 Named Second-Team All-State at defensive end 

 1991 Member Butte High state wrestling championship team 

 1991 State champion 171 pounds with 38-1 record 

 1988-91 Compiled 74-23 record at Butte High 

 

Melissa (Ritter) Swanson  Athlete 

Melissa (Ritter) Swanson was a two-sport standout at Butte High School (volleyball and 

basketball) who went on to star for the Montana Tech Orediggers. Swanson’s name litters the 

Butte High record book. Those records include making 54.9 percent of her shots during her 

senior season in 1998. She also grabbed a Bulldog record18 rebounds against Butte Central that 

same season. Swanson scored 270 points and grabbed 18 rebounds that season. Ritter made 42 

percent of her field goals over three varsity seasons from 1996-98. That ranks her No. 1 in school 

history. 

Swanson’s career really took off at Montana Tech. In 2003, she earned Frontier Conference 

Player of the Week honors twice. She also scored 32 points in one game, and 31 in another. 

Ritter earned First-Team All-Conference honors in 2003 she also was named the Oredigger 

Offensive Player of the year and team MVP. In 2004, Swanson took home the prestigious Peg 

Sarsfield Outstanding Female Athlete Award. 

Since her playing days, Swanson has served as an assistant coach for the Butte Central girls’ 

basketball team. She was on the bench lending a helping hand as the Maroons won Class A state 

titles in 2011 and 2016. The 2016 team went 24-0. 

Melissa (Ritter) Swanson’s résumé: 

 1998 First-team All-Conference in basketball 

 1998 Second-team All-State in basketball 

 1998 Named team MVP 

 1998 Scored 270 points and grabbed 189 rebounds 



 1998 Set Butte High single-game rebound record 

 1998 All-Conference Honorable Mention Volleyball 

 1998 Made 54.9 percent of shots, best in school history 

 1996-98 Made 42 percent of shots, best in school history 

 1996-98 Scored 447 points 

 2003 Montana Tech offensive player of the year 

 2003 Frontier First Team All-Conference 

 2003 Montana Tech Team MVP 

 2003 Lewis-Clark State Tournament All-Tourney Team 

 2003 Two-time Frontier Conference Player of the Week (Feb. 1 and Feb. 15) 

 2003 Scored 32 points in one game (Feb. 15) 

 2003 Scored 31 points in one game (March 7) 

 2004 Frontier Conference Player of the Week (Feb. 24) 

 2003-04 Named Peg Sarsfield Outstanding Female Athlete  

 2011 Assistant coach on Butte Central state champion girls basketball team 

 2016 Assistant coach on Butte Central state champion girls basketball team 

 

Craig Tippett  Athlete 

Craig Tippett was an All-State football and basketball player for Butte Central. Tippet was a 

touchdown machine at running back for the Maroons, reaching the end zone 28 times in his 

career. That includes 18 touchdowns in 2001, which at the time tied with Don Ueland for No. 5 

all time in school history. Tippett earned a spot on the 2002 West roster in the Montana East-

West Shrine Game. He helped the West team win 16-7. Tippett went on to play on two NAIA 

playoff teams in his career as a fullback at Montana Tech. He was on the 2004 team that beat 

eventual NAIA national champion Carroll College. 

In basketball, Tippett posted gaudy numbers despite being an undersized post player. He 

averaged 19.95 points per game (419 points in 21 games) for the Maroons as a senior in 2002. 

That ranks No. 6 in BC history. Tippett scored 30 points or more five times during that season. 

That includes 36 points against Lewistown. He also scored 32 points in BC’s 54-51 win over 

Butte High. That followed a 20-point effort in a 55-37 loss to the Bulldogs earlier in the season. 

Tippett is currently a football coach at Butte Central Junior High School. He also coaches a 

variety of sports for the YMCA and Little League. He is a board member on the Mining City 

Little Guy Football League. 

Craig Tippett’s résumé: 

 2001 scored 18 touchdowns 

 2001 named All-State in football 

 1998-2001 scored 28 touchdowns 

 2002 played for West in Montana East-West Shrine Game (West won 16-7) 

 2002 named first-team All-State in basketball 

 2002 scored 419 points in 21 games (19.9 points per game ranks No. 6 in BC history) 



 2002 scored 36 points in game vs. Lewistown 

 2002 scored 30 points or more in five games, including vs. Butte High 

 2002 placed sixth at Class A State meet in discus 

 2002-06 member Montana Tech football team 

 2004 played on Montana Tech team that beat eventual national champion Carroll College 

 2004 member Montana Tech NAIA playoff team 

 2005 member Montana Tech NAIA playoff team 

YMCA and Little League coach 

middle school football coach 

 board member of Little Guy Football 

 

Jamie (Wolstein) Toivonen  Athlete 

Jamie was a standout three-sport athlete for Butte High School in the early 1990s. She earned 11 

varsity letters while playing for the Bulldogs. That includes four letters in volleyball and track, 

and three in basketball. She was a member of Butte High’s only state championship volleyball 

team, earning All-State honors as a setter. During that championship season, Jamie tallied 852 

assists against just 30 errors. That season also saw Jamie rack up 227 service points, 38 aces, 193 

digs, 92 blocks and 43 kills. She also took home All-State honors at setter as a senior in 1995. 

Wolstein played in four state tournaments for the Bulldogs before she took her talent to the 

University of Montana volleyball team. Wolstein played for the Grizzlies from 1996 through 

1999. 

As a senior at the 1995 Class AA State track meet, Jamie won the state title in the long jump. She 

also placed fourth in the high jump and ran leg on both relay teams. The 400-meter relay team 

placed third, while the 1,600-meter team took fifth. As a freshman, Jamie won the Montana 

AAU high jump title. She placed second at the regional meet. 

In basketball, Jamie received the Outstanding Defensive Player Award as a senior, when she was 

an honorable mention All-Conference player. She also took home Butte High’s prestigious 

Outstanding Female Athlete Award following her senior season. 

Currently Jamie is the head track coach at Superior High School. In 2013, her Bobcats captured 

the Class C state title. 

Jamie (Wolstein) Toivonen’s résumé: 

 1992-95 four-time state tournament participant 

 1992 ran on fourth-place 1,600 meter relay team at state meet 

 1993 earned all-divisional honors in high jump and 400 meter relay 

 1994 member of Butte High’s state championship volleyball team 

 1994 placed third in state in high jump 

 1994 ran on third-place 1,600 meter relay team 

 1994 named Outstanding Girls’ Track Athlete (Bill Hawke Award) 



 1994 member of Butte High state-qualifying basketball team 

 1994 named Best Butte High Defensive Player in basketball 

 1995 earned first-team All-Conference honors at setter 

 1994 earned first-team All-State honors at setter 

 1995 earned first-team All-Conference honors at setter 

 1995 earned first-team All-State honors at setter 

 1995 named Outstanding Offensive Volleyball Player 

 1995 won state title in long jump 

 1995 placed fourth in high jump, third in 400 relay and fifth in 1,600 relay 

 1995 named Outstanding Girls’ Track Athlete (Bill Hawke Award) 

 1995 named Butte High School Outstanding Female Athlete 

 1995 earned Block B and Bulldog Blanket (11 varsity letters in four years) 

 1995 named national nominee for Wendy’s Heisman Athletics and Citizenship Award 

 1996-99 member University of Montana volleyball team 

 2013 head coach of Superior Class C state championship track team 

 

Past nominations still up for consideration 

Ted Ackerman 

He was a longtime girls’ basketball coach at Butte High School. Ackerman served as head coach 

from 1982-89. He posted a 96-80. The 96 wins is the most by any coach for the Lady Bulldogs. 

His 1986 club had an 18-6 record to set a new school record with 18 wins in a season. The team 

also made it to the divisional tournament finals, the first time ever that Butte High had 

accomplished that feat. Overall, the Lady Bulldogs made it to the state tournament three times 

under Ackerman. In addition, Ted served as an assistant coach for four years for the Lady 

Bulldogs before taking over the head coaching position. He served as a coach at East Junior High 

for ten years. He was also the head of the golf program for four years at Butte High. Beyond 

coaching, Ackerman has served as a tournament stats person at basketball tournament held in 

Butte for over twenty years. 

He was also the head high jump official for many state track meets in Butte. During his own 

playing days, Ted was an excellent athlete. He earned eight varsity letters while competing at 

Great Falls Russell. He made first team All-Tournament at the 1970 Class AA Boys’ basketball 

tournament in Bozeman. He set a school record at CMR with 36 points in a game against 

Lewistown. Ackerman was inducted into the CM Russell Wall of Fame. He went on to play 

basketball at Montana Tech. In his four years at the Butte college, he tallied a school record 

1,681 points in his career and also had a school record with 343 assists while playing 98 games 

for the Orediggers. In 1973, Ackerman led the Orediggers to the Frontier Conference 

championship game as Tech went 20-8 on the season. It was the first time in school history that 

Tech had won 20 games in a basketball season. During that season, Ted hit 91.7 percent of his 

free throws to lead the nation in that category. He was inducted into the Montana Tech Sports 

Hall of Fame in 2001. 



Ted Ackerman’s résumé: 

 1967-70 earned 8 varsity letters while competing for CMR 

 1970 selected first team All-Tournament at state tournament 

 1971-74 member Montana Tech men’s basketball team 

 1973 hit 36 pts twice to set school record for pts in game  

 1973 led nation in free throw shooting 91.7% 

 1971-74 scored 1,681 points for a school record 

 1971-74 had 343 assists to set school record 

 1974-75 coached freshmen team at Montana Tech 

 1980-81 assistant coach girls’ basketball at Butte High 

 1980-83 assistant coach boys’ basketball at Butte High 

 1982-89 head coach Butte High girls basketball 

 1986 led team to an 18-6 record best in school history 

 1986 led team to first divisional finals appearance 

 1982-89 had 96-80 record  96 wins most ever at Butte High 

 1990-2000s head stats person Butte basketball tournaments 

 1990-2000s head high jump official state track meets 

 2001 inducted into Montana Tech Sports Hall of Fame 

 

Tony Banovich 

He was an outstanding runner at Butte Central in cross country and track. He was a member of 

two Butte Central cross country teams that placed second at the state meet in 1978 and 1979. 

Banovich led the Maroons in 1979 with a fifth place finish at state and was named All-State in 

cross country. In track, he placed fifth in the two-mile at the 1980 state track meet. Later, 

Banovich would become one of the premier road runners in the state, winning numerous races 

including Butte’s Veterans’ Day race three times in 1983, 1993 and 2004. He is one of only three 

Butte natives to win the title three times and the only male runner to capture the event in three 

different decades. He also won the Anaconda St. Patrick’s Day run four times, the John Colter 

run in Three Forks twice, the 1984 Big Butte run with a course record time and the 2000 

Montana Cup run in Helena. Tony helped organize and run the Montana Cup for many years. 

Banovich is the first athlete to win all four races at the Governor’s Cup. He won in various years 

the 5 kilometer, 10 kilometer, half-marathon and marathon races. Banovich ran a personal best of 

2:28 in the 2001 Cleveland Marathon. He also competed in the 2004 Boston Marathon were he 

was the 44th overall male and placed fifth in his age class of 40-45.Tony has given back to the 

sport of running by coaching high school cross country and track teams in Plains, Montana. 

Tony Banovic’s résumé: 

 1978 member Butte Central cross country team second at state 

 1979 member Butte Central track team 

 1979 member Butte Central cross country team second at state 



 1979 placed fifth in state cross country to gain All-State 

 1980 member Butte Central track team 

 1980 placed fifth in two-mile at state track meet 

 1983 winner Great Falls Oktoberfest Run 

 1983 winner Butte Veterans’ Day race 

 1993 winner Butte Veterans’ Day race 

 2004 winner Butte Veterans’ Day race 

 1983-04 only male runner to win Veterans Day race in three different decades  

 1983-04 four- time winner Anaconda St. Patrick’s Day run 

 1983-04 two-time winner Three Forks John Colter run 

 1983-04 won all four races at the Governor’s Cup in Helena 

 1996-12 competed in every Montana Cup road race 

 1984 winner Big Butte run with course record time 

 2000 winner Montana Cup road race in Helena 

 2001 a time of 2:28 in Cleveland Marathon personal best 

 2004 winner Snow Joke champion at Seeley Lake 

 2004 finished 44th in males at Boston Marathon 5th in his age Class  

  

Terry Barkell 

He was an outstanding trap shooter for the local Butte club. 

Terry began his shooting career in 1979. Barkell won seven state doubles championships the 

most ever by a shooter. They were in 1986, 87, 88, 89 ,00 ,05 and 11. He was the first shooter 

since 1939 to win four consective state doubles titles. He won two state handicap titles in 1986 

and 2004. Terry holds four state all-around crowns winning in 1986,88, 89 and 90. He has two 

state all-around championships for yearly average, holds five state doubles high all-around 

championships yearly average and holds two state handicap high all-around championships 

yearly average. He is tied with Butte Sports Hall of Fame member Bob Poore with 13 Montana 

state championships. In 1986, Barkell won everything, the handicap, doubles and all-around 

titles at one meet. For his efforts, Terry was inducted into the Montana State Trap Shooters Hall 

of Fame in 2002. He has been selected the Montana state first team 13 times and second team 

eight times. He has shoot 39 times 100 straight targets in singles competition and 8 times has 

made 100 straight targets in doubles competition. He won the famous Butte Medal Trophy in 

1988 becoming only the fourth Butte shooter to capture the honor. He has given back to the sport 

by serving on the Board of Directors of the local Trap Shooters club for the past 20 years.  

Terry Barkell’s résumé: 

 1986 state handicap trap shooting champion 

 1986 state doubles trap shooting champion 

 1986 state all-around trap shooting champion 

 1987 state doubles trap shooting champion 

 1988 state doubles trap shooting champion 



 1988 state all-around trap shooting champion 

 1988 won Butte Medal as the top shooter in the state 

 1989 state doubles trap shooting champion 

 1989 state all-around trap shooting champion 

 1990 state all-around trap shooting champion 

 2000 state doubles trap shooting champion 

 2002 inducted into the Montana State Trap Shooters Hall of Fame 

 2004 state handicap trap shooting champion 

 2005 state doubles trap shooting champion 

 2011 state doubles trap shooting champion 

 

Tom Berg 

He was the boys’ basketball coach at Butte Central from 1992 to 1995. Berg led the Maroons to 

the Class A state championship in 1992. Butte Central beat Stevensville in the finals 68-56 in 

Billings. The 1992 club had a 20-4 record. He was named the 1992 Class A Coach of the Year 

for his efforts. His record over four years at Butte Central was 50-39. It included a first at the 

divisional tournament in 1992 and a fourth place in 1994. Tom also was the head track coach in 

1993 and 1994. The Maroon boys placed fifth at the 1993 state finals and 9th in 1994. Berg was 

also the athletic director at the school during his time at Butte Central. Prior to his time at Butte 

Central, Berg served as an assistant basketball coach at Montana Tech for five seasons. 

Tom Berg’s résumé: 

 1987-1991 assistant basketball coach Montana Tech 

 1992 basketball coach Butte Central boys’ state champions 

 1992 selected Class A Basketball Coach of the Year 

 1993 basketball coach Butte Central boys’ team 

 1993 head track coach Butte Central 

 1994 basketball coach Butte Central boys’ team 

 1994 head track coach Butte Central 

 1995 basketball coach Butte Central boys’ team 

 1991-95 served as Athletic Director at Butte Central 

 1992-95 50-39 record as basketball coach at Butte Central 

 

Matt Buckley 

He was a standout football player at Butte Central and Carroll College in the 1970s. Buckley was 

a member of three state championship football teams at Butte Central from 1971-73. Matt scored 

two touchdowns during the 1972 season. One was on a 15-yard run and the other on a pass 

interception against Bozeman. Buckley played both was as a running back and linebacker on the 

1973 state title team. 



He rushed for 218 yards on 40 carries, scoring three touchdowns. Buckley also caught two balls 

for 29 yards. 

Following the 1973 season, Buckley was picked first team All-Conference as a linebacker. There 

was no Class A All-State team picked that year. Buckley played in the 1974 Shrine football 

game for the West team. Matt went on to play at Carroll College where he played both ways. In 

his senior year, in 1977, he was picked first team All-American on both offense and defense. 

Buckley was the first Saints’ player to accomplish that feat. 

Matt Buckley résumé: 

 1971 member Butte Central state championship football team 

 1972 member Butte Central state championship football team 

 1973 member Butte Central state championship football team 

 1973 selected first team All-Conference in football 

 1974 played in Shrine football game for the West team 

 1974-77 member Carroll College football team 

 1977 selected All-American on both offense and defense for Carroll College  

 1995-98 record of 150-2 in high school 

 1998 competed in USA/Iowa national all-star wrestling event 

 2000 competed on Northern Iowa wrestling team 

 2001 member Northern Montana wrestling team 

 2001 placed 3rd at NAIA National Tournament 

 2002 member Northern Montana wrestling team     

 

Bob Burns 

He was an outstanding all-around athlete at Butte Central in the late 1960s. Burns competed in 

football, basketball and track for the Maroons from 1968-71. Bob was a member of the football 

team from 1968-70 earning a varsity letter every year. During that time, the Maroons were 23-4, 

winning one state title, in 1969, and two divisional crowns. As a receiver in 1968, Burns caught 

two balls for 34 yards. In 1969, he was a started on the state championship team. Bob rushed 33 

times for 361 yards scoring six touchdowns.He also caught three balls for 67 yards with one 

score. Burns led the Maroons in rushing in 1970 with 738 yards in 81 carries scoring nine 

touchdowns. He also had one catch for fifteen yards and a score plus he tallied a touchdown on a 

kickoff return. His spotlight game came against Butte High in 1970. He had the most productive 

night of any running back in the history of the game. Bob packed the ball 11 times for 216 yards, 

scoring three times as the Maroons won 27-20. For his efforts during the season, Burns was 

picked first team All-State following the season. In basketball, Bob was a varsity team member 

three years from 1969-71. Burns was the team’s third leading scorer in 1970 tallying 177 points 

in 19 games for a 9.3 average. In 1971, he led the Maroons in scoring with 300 points on the 

season in 22 games for an average of 13.6 points a contest. During his career, Burns put in 553 

points in 60 games for a solid 9.2 average. In track, Burns was a key member of the Maroons 

team for three years coming in the hurdles and sprinting events. Burns played in the 1971 Shrine 



football game in Great Falls. Following his prep days, Burns played football at Montana State as 

a wide receiver from 1971-74. 

Bob Burns résumé: 

 1968 member Butte Central football team 

 1969 member Butte Central basketball team 

 1969 member Butte Central track team 

 1969 started Butte Central state champions football team 

 1970 starter Butte Central basketball team 

 1970 member Butte Central track team 

 1970 starter Butte Central divisional champions football 

 1970 leading rusher for the Maroons 738 yards 

 1970 set game records with 216 rushing yards city title game 

 1970 selected first team All-State in football 

 1971 starter Butte Central basketball team 

 1971 leading scorer in basketball 13.6 average 300 points 

 1971 member Butte Central track team 

 1971 played in Shrine football game in Great Falls 

 1972 member Montana State Big Sky Conference football champs 

 1973 member Montana State football team 

 1974 member Montana State football team 

 

Corey Bolton 

He was an outstanding football and wrestling star at Butte High and also the University of 

Montana at Western. Later, Bolton was a successful wrestling coach at Butte High. Corey was a 

member of three state championship wrestling teams at Butte High in 1987, 1988 and 1989. 

Bolton won the 160 individual state title at the 1988 and 1989 state finals, going 62-0 over his 

final two seasons. He compiled an 84-8 overall record in four years at Butte High. 

In football, Bolton was a two-year starter as a running back for the Bulldogs. In 1987, he rushed 

83 times for 522 yards, scoring two touchdowns. He also caught 8 balls for 168 yards, scoring 

one touchdown. The Bulldogs made it to the state finals before losing to Helena Capital 14-12 in 

the title game. In 1988, Bolton rushed for 983 yards on 179 carries to lead the team. His 983 

rushing yards was the sixth best in school history. He scored five touchdowns. In addition, Corey 

caught 10 passes for 87 yards. For his efforts, Bolton was selected second team All-State 

following the season. Overall Bolton compiled 1,511 rushing yards on 262 carries, scoring nine 

touchdowns. In addition, he caught 18 balls for 255 yards and one touchdown. Bolton left Butte 

High with the third best mark in rushing yards with 1,511 trailing on Matt Pelletier and Monte 

Sever. Corey took his athletic talents to UM Western in Dillon where he competed for the 

Bulldogs. Bolton competed on the UM Western wrestling team where he was selected an NAIA 

Wrestling All-American. In football, he was a starting running back for the Bulldogs. In 1990, he 

set school records with 986 rushing yards on 180 attempts. He was named the 1990 Frontier 



Conference Offensive Player of the Year. During his football career in Dillon, Bolton earned All-

Conference, All-District and NAIA All-American Honorable Mention honors. 

He set a school record for touchdowns scored with 29 during his career. He was also the school’s 

all-time leading rusher with 2,691 yards. Following his playing days, Bolton taught and coached 

in Burley, Idaho. He came back to Butte in 1999 and was named the Butte High wrestling coach. 

In 2000, he coached the Bulldogs to the Class AA state championship. Bolton became only the 

second Bulldog to both play on and coach a state championship team in one sport. The other was 

Swede Dahlberg who played on the 1914 and 1915 state championship football teams at Butte 

High and later coached nine state football title teams at his old school. Bolton was inducted into 

the UM Western Sports Hall of Fame in 2003. 

Corey Bolton’s résumé: 

 1987 Member Butte High state wrestling championship team 

 1987 Placed fourth at State at 155 pounds with 20-6 record 

 1987 Running back Butte High football state runner up 

 1988 Member Butte High state wrestling championship team 

 1988 160 pound state wrestling champion with 32-0 record 

 1988 Running back Butte High football team 

 1988 Team’s leading rusher with 983 yards sixth best BHS 

 1988 Selected second team All-State in football 

 1989 Member Butte High state wrestling championship team  

 1989 160 pound state wrestling champion with 30-0 record 

 1986-89 Compiled 84-8 overall record 

 1989-92 Member UM Western football team 

 1990 Selected Frontier Conference Offensive Player of Year 

 1990 Selected All-American Honorable Mention 

 1989-92 Set school record 986 rushing yards on 180 carries 

 1989-92 Set school record 29 career touchdowns scored 

 1989-92 Set school record 2,691 career rushing yards 

 1989-92 Selected Frontier Conference first team 

 1989-92 Selected All-District first team 

 1990-93 Member UM Western wrestling team 

 1990-93 Selected NAIA Wrestling All-American 

 1999 Butte High head wrestling coach 

 2000 Butte High head coach state champion only second person to play and coach state title        

at Butte High School  

 2003 Inducted into UM Western Sports Hall of Fame 

 

Mike Carle  

Mike was an outstanding all-around athlete at Butte High in the 1970s. He competed in football, 

basketball and track. 



Carle was a starter on the Bulldogs’ 1977 state championship football team. He caught ten passes 

to lead the team in receptions for the season. Mike was selected second team all-state. He had 25 

catches as a wide receiver in his career at Butte High for 276 yards, scoring one touchdown. In 

basketball, played for the Bulldogs in 1978 and 1979. Mike set a school-record scoring 37 points 

against Libby in 1979. The record stood for 25 years before being broken by Todd Hildreth who 

scored 40 points against Anaconda in 2004. 

Hildreth set the mark in an overtime game. So Carle still holds the record for points scored in a 

regulation game. In 1979, he led the team in scoring with 389 points and a 16.2 average. Carle 

had 164 field goals during the season the sixth best in the last 61 years at Butte High. Carle score 

more than 20 points in nine of twenty games during the season. He was picked honorable 

mention All-State in basketball. Following his 1979 senior season, Mike was awarded the Bob 

Rae Outstanding Basketball Player Award. For his Butte High basketball career, Mike scored 

529 points over 51 games for a 10.3 average. In track, Carle was a three-year letter winner for 

the Bulldogs. He was one of five recipients of the Milan Lazetich Award following his senior 

year. He also received the Swede Dahlberg Award as the top senior at Butte High in 1979. 

Following his prep career, Mike played football for three years at Montana State. Carle had 20 

receptions as a Bobcats’ receiver in his career accounting for 316 yards. He then began a 

successful coaching career. He was an assistant coach for the 1984 Butte High state 

championship basketball team. He was also an assistant coach for the 1985 Montana Tech men’s 

Frontier Conference basketball team. He was head boys’ basketball coach at Stevensville and 

Mountain View School in Vancouver, Washington. For six years, from 1992 to 1998 he was 

head boys’ basketball coach at Billings Skyview. He led the Falcons to their highest finish ever 

at the state tournament third place in 1997. In 1999, Mike was selected to the All-Century Butte 

High basketball team. 

Mike Carl résumé: 

 1977 member Butte High track team 
 1977 record holder Mt. Junior Olympics 180 low hurdles 21.5 
 1977 third fastest time in nation 180 lows Junior Olympics 
 1977 starter Butte High state championship football team 
 1977 selected second team All-State in football 
 1978 member Butte High basketball team 
 1978 member Butte High track team 
 1978 starter Butte High football team 
 1979 member Butte High basketball team 
 1979 scored 37 points in Libby game to set school record 
 1979 selected to honorable mention All-State team 
 1979 selected for Bob Rae Outstanding Basketball Player 
 1979 member Butte High track team 
 1979 selected for Milan Lazetich Award 
 1979 selected Swede Dahlberg Award 
 1980 member Montana State football team 
 1981 member Montana State football team 
 1982 member Montana State football team 
 1982 selected All Big Sky Academic football team 
 1984 assistant coach Butte High state basketball champions 
 1985 assistant coach Montana Tech men’s Frontier champions 



 1986-88 head boys basketball coach Stevensville 
 1988-91 assistant boys basketball coach Evergreen High 
 1991-92 head boys basketball coach Mountain View High 
 1993-98 head boys basketball coach Billings Skyview 
 1997 led Billings Skyview to third place finish at state 
 1999 selected to All-Century Butte High basketball team . 

 

Barbara Cockhill - women   special 

She was a softball player and coach in Butte. Barbara played on the Lucky Lager women’s 

softball team in the 1960s that won three state titles and competed in the national tournament 

three times. Cockhill played centerfield for the Lucky Lager team. The teams was inducted into 

the Montana State Softball Hall of Fame in 1996 and the Butte Sports Hall of Fame in 2001. 

Following her playing days, Cockhill helped coach girls basketball and volleyball teams at St. 

John’s and the Latter Day Saints. 

Barbara Cockhill’s résumé: 

 1960s played centerfield for Luck Lager softball team 

 1965  member Lucky Lager state champion softball team 

 1968  member Lucky Lager state champion softball team 

 1969  member Lucky Lager state champion softball team 

 1960’s-70 coached girls basketball and volleyball in Butte 

 1996 Lucky Lager teams inducted Montana Softball Hall Fame 

 2001 Lucky Lager teams inducted Butte Sports Hall of Fame 

 

Jim Crowley  

He was an outstanding amateur boxer in the 1970s. Crowley posted a 110-30 record in amateur 

boxing during his career from 1976 to 1981. Jim won the 125 pound state and regional AAU 

titles in both 1976 and 1977. He qualified and competed in the national AA tournament both 

years. At the 1977 national tournament Jim won two bouts before being defeated in a quarterfinal 

match. Crowley was selected as the 1977 

Montana Amateur Boxer of the Year by the Montana Amateur Boxing Association. Jim won the 

Rocky Mountain Golden Gloves tournament in Missoula in 1978 at 132 pounds. In 1979, he 

again won the state and regional tournaments at 139 pounds. He competed against the Scottish 

National Boxing team in Great Falls. A car accident in 1981 prevented Crowley from pursuing a 

professional boxing career. 

Jim Crowley’s résumé: 

 1976-81 amateur fighter for West Side Boxing Club 

 1976 125 pound state AAU champion 

 1976 125 pound regional AAU champion 



 1976 fought in national AAU tournament in Las Vegas 

 1977 125 pound Silver Gloves tournament champion 

 1977 125 pound state AAU champion 

 1977 125 pound regional AAU champion 

 1977 fought in national AAU tournament in North Carolina 

 1977 reached quarterfinals at national tournament 

 1977 selected Montana Amateur Boxer of the Year 

 1978 132 pound Rocky Mountain Golden Gloves champion 

 1979 139 pound state AAU champion 

 1979 139 pound regional AAU champion 

 1976-81 compiled amateur record of 110-30 

 

Mark DeVore 

He was a solid all-around athlete at Butte High in the 1970s who went on to play football at 

Montana State. DeVore was a two-year starting running back for the Bulldogs in 1973 and 1974. 

In his senior year in 1974, he had 33 rushes for 145 yards leading Butte High to a dramatic 6-0 

win over Butte Central ending the Maroons’ 28-game winning streak. For the season, Mark 

carried the ball 128 times for 807 yards. He was the captain of the 1974 team that played in the 

state finals against Great Falls. DeVore was selected first team All-State following the season. 

For his career, he had 168 carries for 1,016 yards, scoring six touchdowns. In basketball, Mark 

played two seasons in 1974 and 1975 scoring 23 points in 12 games. He also competed in track 

for the Bulldogs. DeVore was a member of the 1974 and 1975 Butte High boys’ track teams that 

won the state championship. Mark won the javelin competition at the 1975 state meet with a 

throw of 208-6. Mark went on to play football at Montana State. He was the starting inside 

linebacker on the Bobcats’ 1976 national championship team. During that season, DeVore was 

named the Big Sky Defensive Player of the week in MSU’s win over Boise State. Following the 

season, Mark was picked second team All-Big Sky Conference. 

Mark DeVore résumé: 

 1973 starting running back Butte High football team 

 1974 member Butte High basketball team 

 1974 member Butte High boys’ state track champions 

 1974 starting running back Butte High football team 

 1974 team’s leading rusher with 807 yards 

 1974 selected first team All-State in football 

 1975 member Butte High basketball team 

 1975 member Butte High boys’ state track champions 

 1975 state champion in javelin winning throw 208-6 

 1975 member Montana State football team 

 1976 starting linebacker Montana State national champions 

 1976 selected Big Sky Conference Defensive Player of Week 



 1976 selected second team All-Big Sky Conference 

 1977 member Montana State football team 

 1978 member Montana State football team 

 

Don Douglas - athlete special 

He was a standout athlete at Butte High competing in football, basketball and track. He was a 

three-year starting quarterback for Butte High in football. He led the Bulldogs to the 1981 state 

championship running for a score and passing for a touchdown in a win over Great Falls Russell. 

He accounted for 221 of the team’s 352 total yards in that game. During the 1981 season, Don 

completed 70 of 132 passes for 998 yards and 10 touchdowns. Douglas set a new school-record 

in each of those categories for a season. He also carried the ball 97 times for 511 yards. Don 

accounted for 1,509 total yards in the season to set a new school-record. For his efforts Douglas 

was named first team All-State. During his career, Don completed 152 of 310 passes for 2,052 

yards and 16 touchdowns. He set a school-record for career completions, pass attempts and total 

passing yards. He also set a new record with 2,830 total yards during his career. In basketball, 

Don started his senior year. He averaged 9.0 a game, scoring 181 points in 20 games. Douglas 

also competed in track for the Bulldogs. Following his prep career, Don won a scholarship at the 

University of Nebraska. He eventually transferred and completed his playing days at the 

University of Montana in 1986 where he scored a touchdown in the 1986 Bobcat/Grizzly game. 

Don Doublas’ résumé: 

 1979 member Butte High football team 

 1980 member Butte High football team 

 1981 member Butte High state football team 

 1981 set school-record 1,509 total yards in a season 

 1981 set school-record 998 passing yards in a season 

 1981 set school-record 70 pass completions in a season 

 1981 tied school-record 10 touchdown passes in a season 

 1981 selected first team All-State in football 

 1979-81 set career school-record 2,830 total yards 

 1979-81 set career school-record 152 pass completions 

 1979-81 set career school-record 310 pass attempts 

 1979-81 set career school-record 2,052 passing yards 

 1982 accepted scholarship to the University of Nebraska 

 1986 member Montana Grizzly football team 

 

Deanna Dugdale 

She was an outstanding basketball player for Butte High. Deanna was a three-year starter for the 

Lady Bulldogs from  



1980-82. During her three years, Butte High compiled a record of 41-31 competing in the state 

tournament in 1981 and 1982. The Lady Bulldogs placed third at the 1981 finals their best finish 

ever at a state tournament. Dugdale posted 459 points in 1982 that set a new school record. The 

mark would last 28 years before being broken by Lexie Nelson in 2010. During that season, she 

also set a school record with 229 rebounds, the first player with over 200 boards in a season at 

Butte High. She also compiled 75 steals, 171 field goals, 410 field goal attempts, and made 117 

free throws out of 172 free throw attempts. She was the first player at Butte High to toss in over 

100 free throws in a season. All of those marks set new school records at Butte High. Deanna set 

a school record, tossing in 35 points in a state tournament game against Columbia Falls. During 

the 1982 divisional tournament she led all scorers at the event with 82 points for a 27.3 average. 

Dugdale was named the tournament’s Most Valuable Player even though Butte High only placed 

fourth at the tournament. She was selected first team All-State in basketball following the season. 

Overall, Dugdale had 651 career points the fourth best ever at Butte High. 

Deanna Dugdale résumé: 

 1980 member Butte High basketball team 

 1981 member Butte High basketball team 

 1981 team placed third at state best finish ever for Butte 

 1982 member Butte High basketball team 

 1982 set school record 35 points in one game 

 1982 set school record 459 points for the season 

 1982 set school record 229 rebounds for the season 

 1982 set school record 75 steals for the season 

 1982 set school record 171 field goals for the season 

 1982 set school record 410 field goal attempts for season 

 1982 top scorer Eastern Divisional tournament 82 points 

 1982 averaged 27.3 points a game in divisional tournament 

 1982 named Most Valuable Player Eastern Divisional tourney 

 1982 selected first team All-State in basketball 

 1980-82 scored 651 career points at Butte High 

 

Eric Dunmire 

He was an outstanding wrestler at Butte High and later in collegiate competition. Dunmire was a 

four-year starter for the Bulldogs in wrestling. He won the state championship all four years of 

his varsity competition. He became only the tenth wrestler to win four state crowns and the first 

one from Butte to ever accomplish the feat. Dunmire had a record of 152-2 against high school 

competition. He never lost to a Montana opponent during his high school career. His two loses 

came to wrestlers from New Jersey and Washington. He won his first state title in 1995 at 105 

pounds. Eric went 40-0 with 25 pins for the season as Butte High won the state championship. 

He is the first and only freshmen at Butte High to go undefeated for the season. In 1996, he went 

undefeated with a 36-0 record. He won the state crown at 112 pounds. Dunmire was selected as 



the Southwest Region Wrestler of the Year by the AAU Little Sullivan Award committee. In 

1997, he suffered his only two loses, one at the Reno, Nevada, Tournament of Champions and 

the second at the Rocky Mountain Classic in Missoula. He won the state crown at 119 pounds as 

the Bulldogs won the state championship. His record was 36-2 for the year. In 1998, his senior 

year, he went undefeated at 125 pounds to capture his fourth straight title. He had a record of 38-

0 for the season. Following the season, Dunmire was named by the National Wrestling Hall of 

Fame as the Montana winner of the Dave Schultz High School Excellence Award. Dunmire was 

selected for the USA team that competed in the USA/Cliff Keen Dream Team Classic in Iowa. It 

pitted the USA against Iowa in the dual match. Following his prep career, Dunmire wrestled at 

Northern Iowa. He won a pair of tournaments his freshmen year after red-shirting in 1999. He 

won a tournament at Northern Iowa and another one at Nebraska-Omaha. Dunmire suffered a leg 

injury which kept him out most of his freshmen year. Eric decided to transfer to Northern 

Montana College in 2001. He placed third in the National NAIA meet in 2002 while competing 

for the Lights. Prior to his high school and college career, Eric was a dominant force in USA 

wrestling. He won five regional titles in free style competition and three in Greco-Roman style. 

He won a national championship in the 1993 National Cadet Tournament. Dunmire became the 

first Montana native to win the National Cadet Tournament. He went on to represent the USA in 

the World Cadet tournament where he placed third overall in his weight division. Dunmire came 

back to win the National Cadet Championship title again in 1994. He finished fifth in the world 

tournament. In 1995, he won the Asics Tiger Junior National free-style championship at 98 

pounds at Fargo, North Dakota. 

Eric Dunmire’s résumé: 

 1986-1995 five-time regional champion free-style wrestling 

 1986-95 three-time regional Greco-Roman style wrestling 

 1993 National Cadet Tournament champion 94.5 pounds 

 1993 competed for USA in World Cadet Tournament place 3rd 

 1994 National Cadet Tournament champion 94.5 pounds 

 1994 competed in USA team trails placed second 

 1995 98 pound national champion Asics National free-style 

 1995 member Butte High wrestling state championship team 

 1995 state champion  105 pounds   40-0 record for season 

 1996 member Butte High wrestling team 

 1996 state champion  112 pounds   36-0 record for season 

 1997 member Butte High wrestling state championship team 

 1997 state champion  119 pounds   36-2 record for season 

 1998 member Butte High wrestling team 

 1998 state champion  125 pounds   38-0 record for season 

 1998 won National Dave Schultz Award for excellence 

 1995-98 only 10th Montanan to win four straight state titles 

 1995-98 Compiled 152-2 career record 

 



Michelle Durkin 

She was an outstanding all-around athlete at Butte High in the 1970s competing in basketball and 

track for the Lady Bulldogs. Durkin was a member of the Butte High girls basketball team from 

1976-78. She was a two-year starter in 1977 and 1978. During her senior year, she led the 

Bulldogs in scoring with a school-record 264 points. Her 12.5 points a game average was also a 

school-record. In her career, she tallied a school-record 502 points. She was the first Lady 

Bulldogs to have both 400 and 500 plus points in a career. 

In track, Durkin competed three years for the Bulldogs. She scored points at each of the three 

state meets Michelle attended in her career. Durkin was the first Lady Bulldog to ever 

accomplish that feat. She was fifth in the 100-yard dash at the 1977 meet. In 1978, Durkin was 

fourth in the 100-yard event. In her senior year, in 1979, Michelle was third in the 80-yard high 

hurdles and fourth in the 110-yard low hurdles at the state meet. 

Michelle Durkin’s résumé: 

 1976 member Butte High Lady Bulldogs’ basketball team 

 1977 member Butte High girls’ track team 

 1977 fifth in the 100-yard run at state meet 

 1977 starter Butte High Lady Bulldogs’ basketball team 

 1978 member Butte High girls’ track team 

 1978 fourth in the 100-yard run at state meet 

 1978 starter Butte High Lady Bulldogs’ basketball team 

 1978 leading scorer with 264 points set school record 

 1976-78 set school record with 502 career points 

 1979 member Butte High girls’ track team 

 1979 third in high hurdles, fourth in low hurdles state meet 

 

Paul “Duke” Edwards 

He was a Butte native who had a successful coaching career at Columbus. Edwards was an 

assistant football and basketball coach at Columbus from 1972-2000. During that time, the 

Courgars won three state football titles in 1975, 1981 and 1992 plus finished runner up in 1974, 

1983 and 1993. In basketball, Columbus won the state title in 1977 and finished second in 1976. 

In addition, Edwards was the longtime golf coach at Columbus from 1989-2004. He led the 

Cougars to five straight state golf titles from 1993-97. After each season, he was named Coach of 

the Year in his classification. Paul was picked Regional Coach of the Year once and also 

coached in the 1975 Shrine football game. Overall Edwards was a coach 9 state championship 

teams: 5 in golf, 3 in football and 1 in basketball. Edwards was an outstanding golfer in his own 

right. He played in the Montana Cup as one of the top ten amateurs in the state in 1985-86.  

Paul Edward’s résumé: 



 1972-2000 assistant football & bball coach Columbus High

 1974 assistant coach Columbus state football runner up 

 1975 assistant coach East Shrine football team 

 1975 assistant coach Columbus state football champions 

 1976 assistant coach Columbus state basketball runner up 

 1977 assistant coach Columbus state basketball champions 

 1981 assistant coach Columbus state football champions 

 1983 assistant coach Columbus state football runner up 

 1985 played in the Montana Cup match play golf tournament 

 1986 played in the Montana Cup match play golf tournament 

 1989-2004 head golf coach at Columbus High School 

 1992 assistant coach Columbus state football champions 

 1993 head coach Columbus state golf champions 

 1993 selected Montana Coach of the Year in golf 

 1993 assistant coach Columbus state football runner up 

 1994 head coach Columbus state golf champions 

 1994 selected Montana Coach of the Year in golf 

 1995 head coach Columbus state golf champions 

 1995 selected Montana Coach of the Year in golf 

 1996 head coach Columbus state golf champions 

 1996 selected Montana Coach of the Year in golf 

 1997 head coach Columbus state golf champions 

 1997 selected Montana Coach of the Year in golf 

 1997 selected Regional Coach of the Year in golf 

 

Jay Fagan 

He was a standout offensive linemen for Butte High and the University of Montana Grizzlies in 

the 1980s. Fagan was a two-year starting linemen for the Bulldogs in 1983 and 1984. 

Following the 1984 season, Jay was picked as a honorable mention for the All-State team. Fagan 

also competed in basketball and track for the Bulldogs. Following his prep career, Jay played 

football for the Montana Grizzlies from 1986-89. During his sophomore year, Jay was picked to 

the honorable mention All-Big Sky Conference team in 1987. The next year, in 1988, he made 

the second team All-Big sky Conference as an offensive linemen. He also won the Paul 

Weskamp Award as the Grizzlies’ best offensive linemen. In his senior year of 1989, the 

Grizzlies made their first appearance ever in the national semifinal playoffs. Fagan was selected 

first team All-Big Sky Conference. He was also selected to the third team National 1-AA All-

American team. Fagan became only the third player from Butte playing for the Montana 

Grizzlies who made the All-American squad. The other two, Milt Popovich and Tom Davis, are 

both members of the Butte Sports Hall of Fame. For Montana State only three players from Butte 

have made All-American, Sonny Holland, Bob Biastoch and Jim Anderson. All three are 

members of the Butte Sports Hall of Fame. In 1989, Jay also received the Pat Norwood Award as 



the most inspirational player on the Montana team. Following his college days, Fagan became a 

free agent and competed in pre-season games for the Washington Redskins of the National 

Football League. 

Jay Fagan’s résumé: 

 1983 starter Butte High football team 

 1984 starter Butte High football team 

 1984 selected Honorable Mention All-State in football 

 1986 member Montana Grizzlies’ football team 

 1987 starter Montana Grizzlies’ football team 

 1987 selected Honorable Mention All-Big Sky Conference 

 1988 starter Montana Grizzlies’ football team 

 1988 selected second team All-Big Sky Conference 

 1988 received Paul Weskamp Award UM’s best offensive linemen 

 1989 starter Montana Grizzlies’ football team 

 1989 selected first team All-Big Sky Conference 

 1989 selected third team All-American team 

 1989 received Pat Norwood Award UM’s most inspirational 

 1989 free agent Washington Redskins 

 

Scott Ferguson 

He was a standout basketball player for Butte High in the 1980s. He was Butte High’s first 

Gatorade Montana Player of the Year after his senior season in 1986. He was also named 

Converse All-American, an honor bestowed on just 50 players in the United States. 

The 6-foot-4 Ferguson, who played all five positions in his years at Butte High, was a three-year 

member of the Butte High basketball team. In 1984, Scott played in eight games, scoring 20 

points as the Bulldogs won the state title. The next season, in 1985, he was a starter for Butte 

High. Ferguson was the team’s fourth leading scorer with 219 points, averaging 9.1 points a 

game. In 1986, he was the squad’s leading scorer with 459 points, averaging 17.6 points a game. 

His 459 points was the second best ever at Butte High behind only Butte Sports Hall of Fame 

member Don Rae who tallied 487 points. Ferguson also averaged 9.8 rebounds and 6.5 assists 

per game as a senir. He canned 137 free throws, second best at Butte High to Don Rae’s 141. His 

17.8 pts per game average was third best behind only Don Rae 18.7 and Scott Salo 18.3.  

As a junior, Ferguson earned honorable mentions on the All-State and All-Conference team. He 

was first-team All-State and All-Conference as a senior. For his career, Ferguson played in 58 

games, tallied 698 points, had 230 free throws made for a 12.0 point average. The 230 free 

throws made placed him fourth all-time at Butte High. Following his prep career, Scott played 

basketball at Eastern Montana College and Western Montana College. He played on teams that 

were later inducted into the school Hall of Fame at both schools. 



Ferguson is currently an assistant coach on the Butte High boys’ basketball team. 

Scott Ferguson’s résumé: 

 1984 member Butte High state basketball champions 

 1985 starter Butte High basketball team 

 1985 honorable mention All-Conference and All-State 

 1985 Eastern AA Divisional All-Tournament Team 

 1986 starter Butte High basketball team 

 1986 team’s leading scorer 459 points, second best at Butte High 

 1986 averaged 17.8 points, third best at Butte High 

 1986 averaged 9.8 rebounds and 6.5 assists per game 

 1986 made 137 free throws second best at Butte High 

 1986 selected first-team All-State 

 1986 named Easter AA Divisional MVP 

 1986 Selected State Tournament All-Tournament Team 

 1984-86 made 230 free throws, fourth best at Butte High 

 1986 Gatorade Montana Player of the Year 

 1986 named Converse All-American 

 1987 played on Eastern Montana team later named to MSU-Billings Hall of Fame 

 1989 played on Western Montana College team later named to Montana Western Hall of Fame 

 

Mike Ferriter 

He was a standout athlete at Butte Central in the 1970s competing in football and track. Ferriter 

played football for the Maroons from 1970-72. He was a starting linemen on the 1971 and 1972 

state championship teams for the Maroons. In both years, Mike was selected first team All-

Conference. There was no All-State team picked in Class A both years. 

During that two-year time span, Butte Central had an 18-1 record. In track, Mike competed four 

years for the Maroons. He was a member of the 1973 Butte Central team that won the school’s 

first ever divisional track championship. Ferriter placed third in the shot put at the state meet as 

the Maroons finished second. Mike played for the West team in the 1973 Shrine football game in 

Great Falls. 

Mike Ferriter’s résumé: 

 1970 member Butte Central track team 

 1970 member Butte Central football team 

 1971 member Butte Central track team 

 1971 starter Butte Central state championship football team 

 1971 selected first team All-Conference in football 

 1972 member Butte Central track team 

 1972 starter Butte Central state championship football team 



 1972 selected first team All-Conference in football 

 1973 member Butte Central boys’ divisional track champions 

 1973 placed 3rd in shot put at the state track meet 

 1973 played in the Shrine football game for the West team 

 

Jim George 

He was a standout all-around athlete at Butte Central in the 1960s. George competed in both 

football and basketball for the Maroons. Jim competed on the football team three years 1966-68. 

He was the team’s quarterback in 1966 leading the club with nine pass completions for 99 yards 

and two touchdowns. He also packed the ball twice for 30 yards, scoring one touchdown. In 

1967, George served as quarterback, running back and wide receiver. He led the team scoring six 

rushing touchdowns. George completed eight of twenty-three passes for 103 yards and two 

touchdowns plus he caught four balls for 76 yards. For his efforts, he was picked first team All-

Conference. There was no All-State team picked that season. In 1968, George moved to the 

running back spot. In the Butte High game, he caught eight passes for 70 yards. His eight 

receptions set a new school record. Jim led the team in rushing with 840 yards on 117 carries, 

scoring eight touchdowns. He also was seven for ten passing for 359 yards with one touchdown 

pass plus he caught 16 balls for 93 yards. For the season, George compiled 1,292 total yards 

setting a new school record breaking a mark of 1,011 yards set by Butte Sports Hall of Fame 

member, Danny Hanley in 1927. George was selected first team All-Conference following the 

season. He was the first Maroon to win back-to-back All-Conference honors for two years since 

Butte Sports Hall of Fame member Tom Lester in 1954 and 1955. In his career, George had 126 

carries for 927 yards, scoring 15 touchdowns. He completed 25 of 55 passes for 561 yards 

throwing five touchdown passes. He caught 20 balls for 

169 yards. He finished with 1,657 total yards just shy of Danny Hanley’s school record of 1,696 

yards. In basketball, 

Jim was a two-year starter for the Maroons in 1968 and 1969. 

Butte Central won the divisional league title both years and won the divisional tournament in 

1968. In his sophomore year of 1967, Jim played in 18 games, scoring 79 points a 4.3 average. In 

1968, he competed in 21 games, scoring 160 points for an average of 7.6 points a game. In 1969, 

he played in all 27 varsity games, tallying 195 points a 7.2 points a game average. For his career, 

George played in 64 games, scored 434 points for a 6.7 points a game average. 

Jim George’s résumé: 

 1966 member Butte Central football team 

 1967 member Butte Central basketball team 

 1967 starter Butte Central football team 

 1967 selected first team All-Conference in football 

 1968 starter Butte Central basketball divisional champions 



 1968 starter Butte Central football team 

 1968 set school record with eight catches in one game 

 1968 leading rusher with 840 yards for season 

 1968 compiled 1,292 total yards  new school record 

 1968 selected first team All-Conference in football 

 1966-68 compiled 1,657 total yards in football 

 1969 starter Butte Central basketball league champions 

 1967-69 compiled 434 career points in basketball 

 

Tim Finley 

He was a standout runner for Butte Central in cross country and track in the 1960s. Finley was 

the leader of the Maroons cross country teams in 1967 and 1968. He took first place in the dual 

meet against Butte High in 1967 as the Maroons easily won with a perfect team score of 15 

points. During his senior cross country season of 1968, Finley went through the year undefeated. 

He won the individual state title, leading the Maroons to their first-ever state team championship. 

Finley went on to win the annual Veterans Day Race. In the spring of 1969, Finely won both the 

mile and two-mile races in races held in Helena, Butte and Dillon. He took first place in the mile 

at the annual Swede Dahlberg meet. In the divisional meet, Finley won the two-mile and placed 

third in the mile. In the 1969 state finals, Finley placed second in the mile and fourth in the two-

mile. 

He attended the Meet of Champions following the high school season. He was the first Maroon 

ever to compete in the Great Falls meet. Finley placed second in the mile. Finley went on to 

compete at Montana State University in Cross country. 

Tim Finley’s résumé: 

 1967 member of Butte Central cross country team 

 1967 winner dual meet with Butte High 

 1968 Member Butte Central state champion cross country team 

 1968 Undefeated in cross country during the season 

 1968 won Class A state championship in cross country 

 1968 won Veterans Day race 

 1969 member Butte Central track team 

 1969 won mile race at Swede Dahlberg Meet 

 1969 on two mile at divisional meet 

 1969-70 member Montana State cross country team 

 

John Gibson 



He was a solid all-around athlete competing in football and wrestling for Butte Central in the 

1980s. Gibson was only the second Maroon to ever win a state wrestling title and also be 

selected a first team All-State football player. The only other Central athlete to accomplish both 

is Butte Sports Hall of Fame member Buddy Walsh. Gibson was the starting nose guard on the 

1982 Butte Central football team. He was picked first team All-State following the season. In 

wrestling, he competed on the 1982 Butte Central team that took the school’s first divisional 

crown. The next season, Gibson led the Maroons to the divisional and state title. The state 

championship is the only one in school history. John went undefeated his senior year, compiling 

a 25-0 record for the season. 

Jim George’s résumé: 

 1982 member Butte Central divisional wrestling champions 

 1982 starting nose guard Butte Central football team 

 1982 selected first team All-State in football 

 1983 member Butte Central state wrestling champions 

 1983 member Butte Central state wrestling champions 

 1983 185 pound state wrestling champion 

1983 undefeated in wrestling with a 25-0 record 

 

Susan Kaluza - women special 

She has been one of the top female road racers in the state and the region for the past 20 years. 

Suzie began her running career in 1987. She continues competing today. Kaluza is the all-time 

leading winner at the annual Butte Veterans’ Day race capturing the female title nine times in 

1988,89,91,92,93,94,97,98 and 1999. Besides the Veterans Day race, she has captured the Big 

Butte Classic road race 12 times setting a record in the 5 K, won the Butte YMCA/Town Pump 

14 times, and won both the 3 and 7 mile events at the Fridgid Digger Run. She also won the first 

annual An Ri Ra race in 2004. Yet, Suzie accomplishments go far beyond just Butte. She has 

won races in Billings, Seeley Lake, Missoula, Great Falls, Bozeman, Helena, Anaconda and 

Idaho Falls, Idaho. Kaluza won the 10 K state championship sanctioned by the USA Track & 

Field in Billings at the Gazette Rimrock Classic. In 1994, she was named Montana Women 

Runner of the Year by the USA Track & Field. In addition, Suzie won the 1999 Women’s 

National Masters Division Biathlon Championship in West Yellowstone. She won the same title 

again in 2003. In 2004, Suzie returned to the marathon after an eight-year layoff. She was 17th 

overall out of 498 women at the Tucson Marathon and placed second for women in the 2004 

Governor’s cup Marathon in Helena. Kaluza also competed in the Montana Cup cross-country 

race winning the Women’s Masters’ Division two times in the past three years. After an injury in 

2007, Suzie came back to win the women’s 5 K race at the UGF Harvest Classic in Great Falls 

with a course record time of 20:30. In weight lifting, she is a four-time winner of the 

Winternational Sports Festival competition. She also won the Knights of Columbus Women’s 

lightweight title twice in 1992 and 1998. 

Susan Kaluza’s résumé: 



 1988 Butte Veterans’ Day women’s winner 

 1989 Butte Veterans’ Day women’s winner 

 1991 Butte Veterans’ Day women’s winner 

 1992,93,95 Missoula River Run 10 K champion 

 1992 Butte Veterans’ Day women’s winner 

 1993 Bozeman Sweet Pea 10 K champion 

 1993 10 K state champion Gazette Rimrock Classic  Billings 

 1993 Butte Veterans’ Day women’s winner 

 1994 selected Montana Women’s Runner of Year USA Track/Field 

 1994 Butte Veterans’ Day women’s winner 

 1995 Snow Joke half marathon winner   Seeley Lake 

 1995 half-marathon winner State Games in Billings 

 1995 top Montana female runner Portland Marathon 

 1996,97,98,99,00,01 Great Falls Rankin Run 3-mile winner 

 1996,97 Bridges to Braves Idaho Falls 10 K champion 

 1996 Butte Veterans’ Day women’s winner 

 1996,97,00,01 Great Falls Ice Breaker 3-mile champion 

 1997 Butte Veterans’ Day women’s winner 

 1997-00 Director Montana Cup Road Race 

 1998 Butte Veterans’ Day women’s winner 

 1999 National Women’s Masters Biathlon Champion 

 1999,00, 01 Bozeman First Security Bank Classic 5 K champion 

 2002 Master Cup Master’s Champion Helena 

 2003 National Women’s Masters’ Biathlon Champion 

 2004 women’s winner 5 K  An Ri Ra race 

 2004 Missoula Shack Fall Classic 10 K winner 

 2004 Great Falls Ice Breaker 5-mile Masters’ Champion 

 2004 Helena Montana Race-for-the-Cure Masters’ Champion 

 2004 Bozeman Sweetpea 5 K Masters’ Champion 

 2004 17th overall in Tucson Marathon 

 2004 second overall Montana Governor’s Cup Marathon 

 2004 Montana Cup Cross Country Women’s Masters’ Champion 

 2006 Billings Big Sky Games 10 K champion 

 2006 Montana Cup Cross Country Women’s Masters’ Champion 

 2008 Great Falls UGF Harvest Women’s 5 k champion 

 1987-99 11-time 3-mile winner Anaconda AOH Locker Room Run 

 1987-01 12-time Big Butte Classic 5 K winner 

 1987-01 14-time Butte YMCA/Town Pump 5 K winner 

 1987-01 Fridgid Digger 3 and 7-mile winner 

 1992-98 4-time Winternational Festival weight lift champion 

 1992,98 K of C women’s lightweight weight lift champion 

 



Gary Keltz 

He was a standout athlete at Butte High in the 1960s in cross country, track and skiing. Keltz 

earned eight varsity letters at Butte High, three in track and skiing and two in cross country. 

Keltz’s best sport was skiing. He competed four times in the National Junior Ski Meet. In high 

school competition, Keltz won the top skier award at the state meet in his sophomore year of 

1965. He placed in the top ten in the state meet in the slalom, jumping and cross country. In year 

junior year, in 1966, Butte High won the state championship. Keltz won the gold medal in the 

cross country event at the state meet. He also placed in the top ten in slalom, jumping and 

downhill at the state finals. During the season, he won six of seven cross country ski races. In his 

senior year, in 1967, Keltz won seven of eight cross country ski meets he competed in during the 

season. He placed in the top fivein the other three events: slalom, jumping and downhill at the 

state meet. In track, Gary had an outstanding time of 4:45 in the mile and 2:08 in the 880-yard 

run in 1965. The next year, in 1966, Butte High won the state championship and Gary was a 

main reason why they took the title. He won the mile in 4:32.2 and with fifth in the 880-yard run 

in 2:01. In 1967, Keltz won four of six one-mile runs during the season. He placed second at the 

one-mile at the state meet with a time of 4:36 and was third in the 880-yard run with a clocking 

of 1:59.1. In cross country, in his junior year of 1965, Keltz won four of five races during the 

season and placed fourth at the Veterans’ Day race. In 1966, Keltz won the annual Veterans’ Day 

race. For his efforts his senior year, Gary was the first-ever winner of the Harry “Swede” 

Dahlberg award as the top boy athlete at Butte High in 1967. Following his prep career, Gary 

competed for four years in skiing at the University of Montana. He was the cross country ski 

event at the 1969 Big Sky Conference Championships. 

Gary Keltz’s résumé: 

 1963 competed in National Junior Ski meet in ski jumping  

 1964 competed in National Junior Ski meet in ski jumping  

 1965 competed in National Junior Ski meet      

 1965 member Butte High ski team        

 1965 won four of five cross country ski races in season  

 1965 placed in top ten in three events at state meet   

 1965 selected top skier at state meet      

 1965 member Butte High track team        

 1965 member Butte High cross country running team    

 1966 member Butte High state champions boys’ ski team   

 1966 placed in top ten in three events at state meet   

 1966 won six of seven cross country ski events in season  

 1966 member Butte High boys’ state track champions   

 1966 state champion one-mile run 4:32.2     

 1966 member Butte High cross country running team   

 1966 winner Butte Veterans’ Day race       

 1967 competed in National Junior Ski meet     

 1967 member Butte High ski team        



 1967 winner of seven of eight cross country races in season 

 1967 placed in top five in four events state ski meet   

 1967 member Butte High track team        

 1967 winner of five of seven one-mile runs during season  

 1967 received Harry “Swede” Dahlberg Award as top athlete  

 1968 member Montana Grizzlies’ ski team      

 1969 member Montana Grizzlies’ ski team      

 1969 winner Big Sky Conference cross country event  . 

 

Jim Hope  

He was a successful softball coach at Butte High School. Hope helped start the girls’ softball 

program at Butte High in 1991, and he was the school’s first coach.  

Hope led the Bulldogs to a pair of state championships in 1992 and 1995. In addition, the 1996 

was declared the Co-State Champions after winning their division and having the state 

tournament canceled due to rain showers. In his six years as head coach from 1991-96 the 

Bulldogs won three state titles.  

He was named the Coach of the Year in 1993 and 1995. In 1996 heand was nominated as the 

National Coach of the Year. Besides serving as the head softball coach, Hope was a longtime 

assistant of the Butte High volleyball program for 17 years. Prior to his coaching duties at Butte 

High, Hope served as a coach at West Junior High from 1971-86. Hope coached boys’ and girls’ 

basketball, boys’ and girls’ track, girls’ volleyball and wrestling. He also served as the school’s 

Athletic Director from 1980-86.  

During his own playing days, Hope played football at Butte High. He was a member of the 1964 

Class AA state championship football team. 

Jim Hope’s résumé: 

 1964 Member Butte High state football championship team 

 1971-86 Coach at West Junior High 

 1980-86 Served as Athletic Director at West Junior High 

 1986-93 Assistant volleyball coach Butte High 

 1987 Youth Organizational and Leadership Award in Little League (Presented by National 

Little League, Williamsport, PA) 

 1991-96 Head coach Butte High girls’ softball team 

 1992  Head coach Butte High girls’ softball state champions 

 1993 Montana Coach of the Year 1992  

 Hester Davis-Peggy Sarsfield YMCA Award (Awarded for exemplary leadership and devotion 

to youth) 

 1995 Head coach Butte High girl’s softball state champions 

 1995 Selected as the Montana Coach of the Year in softball 

 1995 Nominated as National Coach of the Year in softball 



 1996 Head coach Butte High girls’ softball state champions 

 1996 Nominated for National Coach of the Year in Softball 

 2015 Butte High School Golden B 

 

Pete Hristou 

He was a standout athlete competing in football and basketball at Butte High. Hristou was a 

linebacker on the football team from 1969-71. He was selected honorable mention All-State 

following his junior year in 1970s. In his senior year, in 1971, Hristou was picked first team All-

State in football, and he was selected to play in the Montana East-West Shrine Game.  

In basketball, Pete competed for Butte High from 1970-72. Hristou played in 19 games his 

sophomore year, scoring 55 points. In 1971, Pete played in 21 games tallying 171 points for an 

8.1 average. In his senior year, in 1972, Hristou was the club’s second leading scorer with 318 

points and a 12.2 average. In his basketball career, Pete scored 544 points in 66 games for an 

average of 8.2 points a game. Pete won many awards during his Bulldog career, including the 

Swede Dahlberg for the Outstanding Male Athlete at Butte High. 

Hristou went on to play football at the University of Utah, where he started at defensive end for 

three seasons. 

Pete Hristou’s résumé: 

1969-71 Member Butte High track team 

1969 member Butte High football team 

1970 member Butte High basketball team 

1971 member Butte High basketball team 

1971 starter Butte High football team 

1971 Selected honorable mention All-State in football 

1971 Two-way starter for Butte High (middle linebacker and tackle) 

1971 Butte High football team captain. 

1971 Selected to the inaugural Elite Eleven football team by Lee Newspapers 

1971 Named to Sunkist Prep All-American football, honorable mention 

1971 Selected first-team All-State in football 

1972 Second leading scorer on the team 318 points (12.2 average) 

1970-72 544 career points in basketball 8.2 average 66 games 

1972 Member Butte High basketball team, team captain 

1972 Received the Bob Rae Award as Outstanding Senior Basketball player 

1972 Received the Swede Dahlberg Award for Outstanding Butte High Male Athlete 

1972 Selected to play in Montana East-West Shrine Game 

1972 Received the AHEPA Award for both athletic and academic achievement by a youth of Greed 

descent in the Pacific Northwest 

1972-76 Played 5 years of football at the University of Utah including a redshirt year 

1974-76 Started at defensive end and lettered final three years at the U of U 



1975-76 Awarded Academic All-Conference (WAC) in both junior and senior seasons 

1976 Awarded Honorable Mention Academic All-American in senior season 

Served as gym coordinator and head of the sports programs for five years at St. Vincent de 

Paul Catholic grade school 

Coached both freshman girls (4 years) and JV boys (7 years) basketball at Judge Memorial 

Catholic High School (JMCHS), all while holding a full-time job in private industry 

Coached Sophomore boys basketball at JMCHS for the past seven years 

 

Ray Jay Johnson  

Ray Jay Johnson was known as “Butte Central’s Mr. Basketball” in the late 1970s. Johnson 

played three years for the BC varsity team. He was a member of three Butte Central teams that 

played at the state tournament. 

Johnson started for the 1978 and 1979 teams. In 1978, he was the starting guard on the Butte 

Central team that won the state championship. He was the team’s third-leading scorer with 11.3 

points per game. He was selected first-team All-State. As a team captain in 1979, Johnson led the 

Maroons to the state tournament again, this time as the team’s leading scorer. He averaged 16.6 

points per game, tossing in 465 points on the season. He was again named first-team All-State. 

He became only the third player in school history to be named All-State in basketball two years 

in a row, joining Danny Hanley and “Jumpin’” Joe Kelly. During his two years as a starter, the 

Maroons went 41-13. 

Johnson finished his prep career with 776 points (12.9 points per game). Known as a hard-nosed 

defensive player who was never afraid to take a charge, Johnson was also a long-ranger shooter 

in the days before the 3-point line. His scoring numbers would have been much higher if he 

played 10 years later. Johnson went on to play basketball in college at the College of Great Falls. 

Ray Jay Johnson’s résumé: 

 1978 Member Butte Central basketball team 

 1978 Starter Butte Central state championship basketball team 

 1978 Selected first-team All-State in basketball 

 1979 Starter Butte Central state championship basketball team 

 1979 Butte Central leading scorer with 465 points (16.6 points per game) 

 1979 Selected first-team All-State in basketball 

 1980-83 Member College of Great Falls basketball team 

 

Gary Kane  

Gary Kane was a star basketball player from 1987 to 1989 for Butte High. Kane scored 883 

career points, third best in school history. After scoring 399 points as a junior Kane scored 473 

points as the Bulldogs started the season 21-0 before falling to Kalispell in the state 

championship game. 



Kane averaged 21.5 points per game during the 1988-89 season, and that is a school record. No 

other Butte High player averaged 20 points per game during a season. His 16.6 points per game 

average at Butte High is the best ever for a player competing in more than 25 games. Kane was 

selected All-State as a senior and was named the Gatorade Player of the Year. Kane’s 73 career 

3-pointers is still a record at Butte High. Kane represented the Treasure state in the Montana-

Wyoming all-star series, scoring 23 and 16 points in two games. MTN Sports named Kane of the 

top 50 Montana basketball players over the last 50 years. 

Kane played four seasons at the University of Montana. Kane and the Grizzlies won the Big Sky 

Conference championship in 1991 and 1992, qualifying for the NCAA Tournament both years. 

The Griz played the great Larry Johnson-led UNLV team in 1991. They fell to Florida State in 

1992. During the 1991 season, Kane made 68 3-pointers from the Grizzlies. Though his final 

three seasons in Missoula were plagued by injuries, Kane was still a four-year letter-winner. In 

1994, he received UM’s Naseby Rhinehart Award as the most inspirational player. 

Gary Kane’s résumé: 

 1987 Member of Butte High basketball team 

 1988 Member of Butte High basketball team 

 1988 Butte High leading scorer with 16.6 points per game 

 1989 Member of Butte High basketball team 

 1989 Butte High leading scorer with 21.5 points per game 

 1989 Scored  473 points, second best in school history 

 1989 Selected first-team All-State 

 1988-89 883 career points is third best in school history 

 1888-89 73 3-poitners is a school record 

 1990-94 Member of Montana Grizzly basketball team 

 1991-91 Played in back-to-back NCAA Tournaments 

 

Kelley Kingston 

She was a standout all-around athlete at Butte High in the 1980s. Kingston competed in 

volleyball and basketball for the Lady Bulldogs. In basketball, Kingston was a member of the 

Butte High team from 1982-1984. She was a two-year starter for the Lady Bulldogs. Kelley led 

the Bulldogs in scoring her senior year in 1984. She tallied 257 points for a 12.2 points a game 

average. Following the 1984 season, Kingston was picked second team All-State in basketball. In 

her career, she put in 470 points in 52 games for an average of 9.0 points a contest. Kingston was 

also a star volleyball player for the Lady Bulldogs competing three years for Butte High in the 

sport.  

Kelly Kingston’s résumé: 

 1982 member Butte High Lady Bulldogs basketball team   

 1983 member Butte High Lady Bulldogs volleyball team   

 1983 starter Butte High Lady Bulldogs basketball team   



 1984 member Butte High Lady Bulldogs volleyball team   

 1984 starter Butte High Lady Bulldogs basketball team   

 1984 leading scorer Lady Bulldogs 12.2 points a game   

 1984 selected second team All-State in basketball    

 1985 member Butte High Lady Bulldogs volleyball team   

 

Henry Klobucar 

He was a standout athlete for Butte High in the 1980s. Klobucar competed in football and 

basketball for the Bulldogs. His best sport was basketball. Klobucar was on the Butte High 

varsity team three years. In 1984, Henry played in 10 games scoring 21 points as the Bulldogs 

won the state championship. In 1985, Henry was a starter for Butte High. He was the team’s 

second leading scorer with 256 points, averaging 10.6 points a game. In 1986, his senior year, 

Klobucar was a dominant force on the basketball floor. He tallied 454 points for an average of 

17.4 points a game. The 454 points was the third best all-time at Butte High. His average was the 

fourth best-ever at Butte High. Klobucar had 186 field goals during the season to set a new 

school record that still stands today. This was the year prior to the three-point line. For his 

efforts, Henry was selected first team All-State following the season. For his career, he played in 

60 games, scored 731 points, had 296 field goals and averaged 12.1 points a game. The 296 field 

goals and 731 points ranked him in the top ten all-time at Butte High. In football, Klobucar 

played one year in 1985 as the Bulldogs starting end. He led the team in receptions with 20 for 

320 yards, scoring four touchdowns. Following his prep career, Klobucar played basketball at 

Rocky Mountain College. 

Henry Klobucar’s résumé: 

 1984 member Butte High state basketball champions    

 1985 starter Butte High basketball team      

 1985 second leading scorer averaging 10.6 pts a game   

 1985 starting end Butte High football team     

 1985 leading receiver on team 20 catches 320 yards 4 TDs  

 1986 starter Butte High basketball team      

 1986 set new school record with 186 field goals    

 1986 scored 454 points third best ever at Butte High   

 1986 averaged 17.4 points a game .the fourth best in school 

 1986 selected first team All-State in basketball    

 1984-86 296 field goals in career .top ten all-time Butte 

 1984-86 731 points in career top ten all-time Butte High  

 1987-90 member Rocky Mountain College basketball team  . 

 

Levi Leipheimer 



He enjoyed a career as one of the top cyclist in the World.  

Levi started to cycle competitively in 1987. He took up the sport while also competing in skiing. 

He took the Super G Ski Race at the Western State finals in Mount Hood Oregon in 1992. He 

also won the Northrop Award as a Rowmark skier in 1992. His cycling career took off in 1995. 

He won the Tour de Namur in Belguim and also took top honors at the Tour of Poland. In 1996, 

Levi joined the United State National Team. 

He took first place at the Snowboard Hill Climb in Utah. In 1997, he won seven different cycling 

races in five states during his first year of professional cycling. In 1998 and 1999, he won the 

Tour de Beauce in Canada to become the first cyclist to win the event twice. In 1999, he took 

first place at the US National Time Trials Championship in Cincinnati. Leipheimer joined the US 

Postal team in 2000 and delivered with his first European stage win. Leipheimer competed for 

the US Postal team through the 2001 season. he joined the Rabobank squad in 2002. In five years 

with the Rabobank club Levi finished in the top ten at the Tour de France three times in 2002 

(8th) 2003 (9th) 2005 (6th). He was the highest placing American behind Lance Armstrong at the 

2005 Tour. In 2005, Leiv took first place overall in the Tour of Germany. He also won the 2006 

Dauphine in France. Leipheimer joined the Discovery Channel team in 2007. He took third place 

in the overall standing of the Tour de France. The next year, in 2008, won the tour of California. 

Due to a team disqualification, he could not compete in the Tour de France. Levi won a bronze 

medal in the Road Race Time Trials at the 2008 Olympics in China. He became the first Butte 

athlete to win a medal at an Olympics games. In 2009, after winning the Tour of Gila in New 

Mexico, he competed in the Tour de France, but an accident knocked him out of the competition. 

Leipheimer came back the next year to finish the Tour de France. He also won the Tour of Gila 

in New Mexico and took first in the Leadville 100 in Colorado breaking the course record by 

twelve minutes. In 2011, Levi won the Tour of Utah, the Tour of Switzerland and also the USA 

Pro title. He competed in the Tour de France in both 2011 and 2012. 

Leipheimer was suspended for six months by United States Anti-Doping Agency for 

involvement in doping while riding for Saturn, U.S. Postal Service, Robobank, Gerolsteiner and 

Astana. He committed a previous doping violation in 1996. He retired in 2013. 

Levi Leipheimer’s résumé: 

 1987 began his cycling career         

 1992 first place Western State Super G Ski Race Mt. Hood  

 1992 Northrop Award for Rowmark skier       

 1995 first place overall Tour de Namur in Belguim    

 1995 first place overall Grand Prix Beirbeck Belguim   

 1996 first place Snowbird Hill Climb in Utah     

 1996 member UN National Cycling team       

 1997 first place Corporate Criterium Santa Rosa,California 

 1997 first place Burlingame Criterim Burlingame, California 

 1997 first place Mike Neilds Bannock Criterium   Colorado  

 1997 first place Tour le Fleur  Jackson, Mississippi   



 1998 first place Tour de Beauce Canada      

 1998 first place Nevada City Classic  Nevada     

 1999 first place US National Time Trails  Cincinnati   

 1999 first place Tour de Beauce  Canada      

 1998-99 first person to win Tour de Beauce twice    

 2000 first place ITT Stage 2 Belguim  first European win  

 2002 8th place Tour de France         

 2003 12th place Prologue Tour de France      

 2004 9th place Tour de France         

 2005 first place Tour of Germany        

 2005 6th place Tour de France        

 2006 first place Dauphine  in France       

 2006 13th place Tour de France       

 2006 first place Prologue  Tour of California    

 2007 third place overall Tour de France     

 2008 Tour of California winner        

 2008 bronze medal winner 2008 Olympics in China    

 2009 first place Tour of Gila in New Mexico     

 2010 first place Tour of Gila in New Mexico    

 2010 first place Leadville 100 in Colorado     

 2011 first place Tour of Utah 

 2011 first place Tour of Switzerland 

 2011 first place USA Pro Cycling Challenge 

 2012 Suspended by United States Anti-Doping Agency for involvement in doping 

 

Julie Leary 

She was a standout girls’ basketball player at Butte Central in the 1980s. Leary competed for the 

Maroons’ varsity team from 1984-87. In 1986, Julie scored 35 points against Stevensville to set a 

new school record. She also had 15 field goals in that game to set a new school record that still 

stands today. In her senior year, in 1987, Julie was the team’s leading scorer with 346 points. Her 

346 points was the second best ever by a Lady Maroon. She averaged 15.7 points a game. Leary 

had 141 field goals in the season to set a new school record. For her efforts, Leary was selected 

first team All-State in basketball. Leary was selected and played in the Montana Grils’ All-Star 

basketball series. She is the only Butte Central player to ever compete in that event. During her 

career, she tallied 259 field goals, third best at Butte Central. She scored 644 points which ties 

her for sixth best all time at Butte Central. 

Julie Leary’s résumé: 

 1984 member Butte Central girls’ basketball team    

 1985 member Butte Central girls’ basketball team    

 1986 member Butte Central girls’ basketball team    



 1986 set school record 35 points in game vs Stevensville  

 1986 set school record 15 field goals against Stevensville  

 1987 member Butte Central girls’ basketball team    

 1987 set school record 141 field goals in a season    

 1987 346 points scored second best at Butte Central   

 1987 selected first team All-State in basketball    

 1988 played in Montana Girls’ All-Star basketball series  

 

Chad Lembke 

He was an outstanding athlete at Butte High in the 1980s competing in football, and wrestling. 

Lembke went on to have a successful football career at the University of Montana. 

Lembke was a member of the Butte High football team for three seasons from 1986-88. In 1986, 

he was a running back, rushing for 52 yards on six carries, scoring two touchdowns. 

In 1987, he became a starting linebacker for the Bulldogs. He also returned a kickoff 94 yards for 

a touchdown against Billings West. For his efforts as a linebacker, Lembke was named 

honorable mention All-State following the season. In his senior year, in 1988, he played both 

linebacker and running back for Butte High. He had one interception as a linebacker. He packed 

the ball 33 times for 213 yards, scoring four times. For his efforts as a linebacker, he was 

selected first team All-State following the season. In wrestling, he was a two-year starter on two 

state championship teams for the Bulldogs in 1988 and 1989. During the 1989 meet, he placed 

third at state at 189 pounds. Following his prep career, Lembke played at the University of 

Montana. He saw time on special teams as a true freshmen. 

Chad was a starting inside linebacker for the Grizzlies in 1991 and 1992. Lembke was selected 

first team All-Big Sky Conference following the 1991 and 1992 seasons. He had 262 career 

tackles the 14th best in school history. He won the Golden Helmet Award in 1992. Its an award 

going to the team’s hardest hitter. 

Chad Lembke’s résumé: 

 1986 member Butte High football team       

 1987 starting linebacker Butte High football team    

 1987 selected honorable mention All-State in football   

 1988 member Butte High state wrestling champions   

 1988 starting linebacker Butte High football team    

 1988 selected first team All-State in football    

 1989 member Butte high state wrestling champions    

 1989 placed third at state in 189 pound division    

 1989 member Montana Grizzlies’ football team     

 1990 member Montana Grizzlies’ football team     

 1991 starting linebacker Montana Grizzlies football team  



 1991 selected first team All-Big Sky Conference    

 1992 starting linebacker Montana Grizzlies’ football team  

 1992 selected first team All-Big Sky Conference    

 1992 Golden Helmet Award winner Grizzlies’ hardest hitter 

 

Paul LeProwse 

He was a standout athlete at Butte High in the 1980s competing in football and wrestling. 

LeProwse went on to play football at the University of Montana. Paul was a starting running 

back for the Bulldogs in 1985 and 1986. He was Butte High’s leading rusher in 1985 with 571 

yards on 108 carries, scoring four touchdowns. For his efforts, LeProwse was picked first team 

All-State in football. In 1986, he rushed for 825 yards on 168 carries, scoring nine touchdowns. 

Paul also caught seven passes for 67 yards and two scores. He led Butte High into the state 

championship game. LeProwse was selected first team All-State following the season. He was 

the first Butte High running back to be picked first team All-State in back-to-back years since 

Chris Milodragovich in 1970-71. In his career, LeProwse had 1,396 rushing yards on 276 carries, 

scoring 13 touchdowns, catching 7 balls for 67 yards and two more scores. The 1,396 rushing 

yards placed him third all-time at Butte High. In wrestling, he competed on the 1986 and 1987 

state championship teams. He placed third at 185 pounds at the 1987 state meet. LeProwse took 

his talents to the University of Montana where he competed in football for the Grizzlies. 

He was a three-year letter-winner from 1988-90. Following the 1990 season, he was selected and 

received the Outstanding Linebacker Award at the University of Montana. 

Paul LeProwse’s résumé: 

 1985 starting running back Butte High football team  

 1985 leading rusher with 571 yards       

 1985 selected first team All-State in football    

 1986 member Butte High state wrestling champions   

 1986 starting running back Butte High football team   

 1986 leading rusher with 825 yards       

 1986 selected first team All-State in football    

 1985-86 1,396 career rushing yards third best at Butte High 

 1987 member Butte High state wrestling champions   

 1987 third place 185 pounds state meet       

 1988 member Montana Grizzlies’ football team    

 1989 starting linebacker Montana Grizzlies’ football team  

 1990 starting linebacker Montana Grizzlies’ football team  

 1990 selected UM Outstanding Linebacker Award    . 

 

Fawn Lyons  



She was an outstanding bowler in Butte during the 1980s and 1990s. Lyons won four state titles 

during her career at the Women’s State Bowling Tournament. Fawn captured the Montana 

Women’s State Bowling All-Events crown in 1988 with a score of 1836. She also had the high 

average at that tournament 193. In 1991, she had a high series of 740 during the Women’s State 

Bowling Tournament. She also rolled a 300 game during the year at the Winter Gardens Lanes. 

She had a high series of 715 in 1993 at the Women’s State Bowling Tournament. Fawn had a 

high series of 812, a new state record in 1996 and a high average of 209 also a new state record 

in 1996. For her accomplishments Fawn was inducted into the Butte Women’s Bowling Hall of 

Fame in 1996 and in 1999 the Montana State Women’s Bowling Hall of Fame. She was also 

placed in the National WIBC Hall of Fame in 1996. Due to injuries, she can no longer compete. 

She had 34 700 series’ during her career. Besides bowling, Fawn competed in track for the Butte 

High girls’ team. She placed fourth in the javelin at the 1976 state meet. 

Fawn Lyons’ résumé: 

 1976 member Butte High girls’ track team      

 1976 placed fourth in javelin at state meet     

 1988 State Women’s Champion in All-Events 1836    

 1988 State Women’s Champion for high average 193    

 1991 State Women’s Champion for high series 740   

 1991 High Game 300 bowled at Winter Gardens Lane    

 1993 State Women’s Champion for high series 715   

 1996 High Series 812 new state record during league play  

 1996 High Average 209 new state record during league play 

 1996 inducted Butte Women’s Bowling Hall of Fame    

 1996 inducted into National WIBC Hall of Fame    

 1999 inducted Montana Women’s Bowling Hall of Fame   

 1980s-90s bowled 34 700 series       . 

 

Linda Lyons-Paull 

She competed in girls’ basketball, gymnastics and track for Butte High in the 1970s. Paull played 

at the first two girls’ basketball teams at Butte High in 1974 and 1975. She was a three-year 

letter winner in gymnastics for the Bulldogs, her best sport. She also earned three letters in track 

for the Bulldogs. Paull earned seven varsity letters at Butte High. She took her talents to 

Montana State where she competed four years in gymnastics for the Bobcats. Following her 

playing career, Paull began coaching girls track and gymnastics at Helena High in 1980. Her 

1988 Bengals gymnastics team won the state title, the only one in school history. Her 2000 girls’ 

track team won the state championship, the only one in school history. She has been a coach at 

Helena High for 30 years. 

Linda Lyons-Paull’s résumé: 



 1974 member Butte High girls’ gymnastics team     

 1974 member Butte High girls’ track team      

 1974 member Butte High girls’ basketball team    

 1975 member Butte High girls’ gymnastics team    

 1975 member Butte High girl’s track team      

 1975 member Butte High girls’ baksetball team    

 1976 member Butte High girls’ gymnastics team    

 1976 member Butte High girls’ track team      

 1974-76 earned seven varsity letters at Butte High   

 1977-80 member Montana State women’s gymnastics team   

 1980-90 coach Helena High girls’ gymnastics team    

 1988 head coach Helena High girls gymnastics state champs 

 1980-2010 coach Helena High girls’ track team    

2000 head coach Helena High girls track state champions  

 

Rick Lyons  

Rick Lyons was an outstanding golfer, basketball player, handball player and baseball player. He 

is most-notably a golfer. At the age of 39, Lyons won the 1999 Montana State Amateur 

Championship at the Butte Country Club. Lyons also won the 1991 and 1995 Montana State 

Mid-Amateur titles. He won the 1991 title at the Butte Country Club and the 1995 crown at the 

Green Meadow Country Club in Helena. He was inducted into the Montana State Golf Hall of 

Fame in 1996. In high school, Lyons helped lead Butte Central to the 1978 Class A state 

championship. He placed third at state that year with a two-day score of 165. 

Lyons was a member of the 1978 Class A state championship Butte Central basketball team. He 

earned an All-Conference nod as a forward for the Maroons. He led the state in scoring with 354 

points (13.6 points per game). In all, he played 44 varsity games and scored 431 points. 

 Lyons won the B Division at the 1989 Montana State Handball tournament. H also was a 

member of Butte’s first Little League Baseball championship team. 

Ricky Lyons’ résumé: 

 1977-78 Member of Butte Central varsity basketball team 

 1978 Butte Central All-Conference (forward) 

 1978 Leading scorer in the state with 354 points (13.6 points per game) 

 Member of 1978 Butte Central state championship basketball team 

 Member of  1978 Butte Central state championship golf team 

 1989 Montana State Handball ‘B’ champion 

 Five-time city doubles handball champion 

 1991 and 1995 Montana State Mid-Am golf champion 

 1999 Montana State Amateur golf champion 

 Elected to the Montana State Golf Hall of Fame in 1996 

 13-time champion of the Butte Labor Day Classic golf tournament, including nine straight 



 Member of Butte’s first Little League Baseball team to win a state championship. Team 

advanced to San Bernardino, California. 

 

Mike Mahoney 

He was a standout football player for Butte Central in the 1970s. Mahoney was a two-year 

starting linebacker on the Butte Central Maroons football teams that won the state title in 1971 

and 1972. The team had an 18-1 record during that two-year time span. Mahoney was selected 

first team All-Conference both years. There was no All-State team selected during those years in 

Class A. In addition to his line backing duties, Mahoney was a running back on the 1972 club 

scoring one touchdown. The 1972 club was the first in school history to go undefeated. Mike 

played for the West team in the 1973 Shrine football game. Besides football, Mahoney competed 

in track for the Maroons from 1970-72. He took his talents to Carroll College where he had an 

outstanding career as a linebacker for the Saints. 

Mike Mahoney’s résumé: 

 1970 member Butte Central track team 

 1970 member Butte Central football team 

 1971 member Butte Central track team 

 1971 starter Butte Central state championship football team 

 1971 selected first team All-Conference as a linebacker 

 1972 member Butte Central track team 

 1972 starter Butte Central state championship football team 

 1972 selected first team All-Conference as a linebacker 

 1973 played in Shrine football game 

 1973-76 member Carroll College football team 

 

Dave Manovich 

He was a standout football player for Butte High in the 1960s. Manovich was a starting running 

back in 1968 and 1969 for the Bulldogs. Butte High won the state title in 1968. Dave carried the 

ball 91 times for 413 yards scoring seven touchdowns in 1968. He also completed a pass for 16 

yards. Manovich caught 5 balls for 63 yards had a punt return for a score plus picked off two 

passes. The next year, in 1969, Manovich had 73 carries for 363 rushing yards scoring nine 

touchdowns. He was 2 of 3 passing the ball for 71 yards and one touchdown. He also caught 10 

passes for 153 yards scoring three touchdowns. For his efforts, Manovich was selected first team 

All-State following the season. During his football career, he tallied 19 touchdowns ranking him 

in the top ten all-time at Butte High. Dave also played basketball at Butte High in 1969 and 

1970. He played in 32 games scoring 99 points for a 3 point average. Manovich went on to play 

football at the University of Montana. He was a member of the 1971 Grizzlies’ team that won the 

Big Sky Conference championship. 



Dave Manovich’s résumé: 

 1968 starting running back Butte High state football champs 

 1969 member Butte High basketball team 

 1969 starting running back Butte High football team 

 1969 selected first team All-State in football 

 1968-69 19 career touchdowns ranked in top 10 at Butte High 

 1970 member Butte High basketball team 

 1970 member Montana Cubs football team 

 1971 member Montana Grizzlies Big Sky Conference title team 

 

John Marinovich 

He was a standout runner at Butte Central in the 1970s. Marinovich competed in cross country 

and track for the Maroons. He made All-State in cross country three years in a row in 1972, 1973 

and 1974. John placed third at the state cross country meet in 1972 and 1973 as the Maroons won 

the state title. In his senior year, in 1974, Marinovich placed seventh at the state meet. In track, 

John competed on two divisional championship teams in 1973 and 1974. It was the first time the 

school had won a boys’ divisional track title. John placed third in the 880-yard run at state as the 

Maroons finished second at the state meet. In his senior, in 1975, Marinovich won the 880-yard 

run at the state meet with a school-record time of 1:55.8. 

Joohn Marinovich’s résumé: 

 1972 member Butte Central state championship cross country tea 

 1972 placed third at State cross country meet named All-State 

 1973 member Butte Central divisional boys’ track champions 

 1973 member Butte Central state championship cross country team 

 1973 placed third at State cross country meet named All-State 

 1974 member Butte Central divisional boys’ track champions 

 1974 placed third in 880-yard run at state track meet 

 1974 member Butte Central cross country team 

 1974 placed seventh at State cross country meet named All-State 

 1975 member Butte Central boys’ track team 

 1975 state champion 880-yard run at state meet  

 1975 set school record in 880-yard run 1:55.8\ 

 

Lori Markovich 

She was an outstanding athlete at Butte High competing in basketball and track for the Lady 

Bulldogs. Markovich played three years of basketball for Butte High from 1977-79. She was a 

three-year starter for the Lady Bulldogs. In 1979, she tallied 295 points in the season to set a new 

school record. 



Lori also set a school mark with a season’s average of 12.8 points a contest. For her career, 

Markovich played in a school-record 56 games and tallied a school-record 519 career points. In 

track, she competed three years for Butte High. She placed fifth in the javelin at the 1980 state 

track meet.  

Lori Markovich’s résumé: 

 1977 starter Butte High Lady Bulldogs’ basketball team   

 1978 member Butte High Lady Bulldogs’ track team    

 1978 starter Butte High Lady Bulldogs’ basketball team   

 1979 member Butte High Lady Bulldogs’ track team    

 1979 starter Butte High Lady Bulldogs’ basketball team   

 1979 set school record with 295 points during the season  

 1977-79 set school record playing in 56 career games   

 1977-79 set school record with 519 career points    

 1980 member Butte High Lady Bulldogs’ track team    

 1980 fifth place in javelin at the state track meet  . 

 

Tom McIntyre 

He was an outstanding all-around athlete at Butte Central competing in football, basketball and 

track in the 1970s. 

McIntyre’s best sport was track. He won the triple jump at the 1973 state meet with a leap of 44-

6.5 as the Maroons placed second at the meet. Tom was the first Maroon to ever win the state 

triple jump title at the state meet. The next year, in 1974, he won the high jump at the state finals 

with a jump of 6-3. McIntyre also won the triple jump with an effort of 44-8.75. He also placed 

fifth in the long jump as the Maroons placed second at state. His three gold medals at the state 

meet over a two-year period, the same number as teammate Dave McDougall, was the most ever 

by a Butte Central athlete at the state track meet. In football, McIntyre was a member of the 

Butte Central teams that won two straight championships in 1972 and 73. He was a staring wide 

receiver on the 1973 club. He led the team in receptions with 12 for 338 yards, scoring six 

touchdowns. In one game against Hardin, he had three touchdown receptions tying a school 

record. He also had 136 reception yards, the second best in school history. In his career, he had 

seven touchdown catches. McIntyre was picked for the second team All-Conference following 

the 1973 season. There was no All-State team selected that year. In basketball, he was a member 

of the 1973 and 1974 Butte Central basketball teams. 

He played in 23 games, scoring 84 points for a 3.6 scoring average. McIntyre also played 

baseball on the Butte Miners American Legion club. He was a member from 1972-74. After his 

prep days, he competed in track at the University of Montana. 

Tom McIntyre’s résumé: 



 1971 member Butte Central track team       

 1972 member Butte Central track team       

 1972 member Butte Miners American Legion baseball team 

 1972 member Butte Central state football champions  

 1973 member Butte Central basketball team     

 1973 member Butte Central divisional track champions   

 1973 member Butte Central state runner-up in track   

 1973 state champion in triple jump 44-6.5     

 1973 member Butte Miners American Legion baseball team  

 1973 starter Butte Central state football champions  

 1973 tied school record 3 touchdown receptions one game 

 1973 leading receiver 12 catches, 338 yards, 6 touchdowns  

 1973 selected second team All-Conference      

 1974 member Butte Central basketball team      

 1974 member Butte Central divisional track champions   

 1974 member Butte Central state runner-up in track   

 1974 state champion high jump 6-3       

 1974 state champion triple jump 44-8.75      

 1974 member Butte American Legion baseball team    

 1974-78 member Montana Grizzlies’ track team    . 

 

Ron Mehrens 

He was an outstanding athlete in the 1960s at Butte Central competing in football and wrestling. 

Mehrens was a member of the 1964 and 1965 Butte Central football teams that won the co-state 

championship. Ron was the starting quarterback and linebacker on the 1965 team that won seven 

straight games to take the state title. Mehrens completed 34 of 80 passes for 536 yards and had 

six touchdown passes. He also had 10 carriers for 38 yards scoring two touchdowns. He played 

in the 1966 Shrine football game in Great Falls for the West team. He was the team’s starting 

quarterback and also played linerbacker one of the few players to ever go both ways in that 

game. Mehrens was also an outstanding wrestler for the Maroons. One of his victories was over 

Butte High’s Jim Street. Following his prep career, Mehrens received a football and wrestling 

scholarship at the University of Montana. Mehrens concentrated on wrestling after his freshmen 

year because a new football coaching staff elected to bring in multiple junior college transfers. In 

wrestling he placed second in both his junior and senior years at the University of Montana in the 

Big Sky Conference meet. He was captain of the Grizzlies’ wrestling team his last two years 

during competition.  

Ron Mehrens résumé: 

 1964 member Butte Central state football champions    

 1965 member Butte Central wrestling team      

 1965 member Butte Central state football champions    



 1965 starting quarterback on state title team    

 1966 member Butte Central wrestling team      

 1966 played in Shrine football game both ways     

 1966 member Montana Grizzlies’ football team    

 1967 member Montana Grizzlies’ wrestling team     

 1968 member Montana Grizzlies’ wrestling team     

 1969 captain Montana Grizzlies’ wrestling team    

 1969 placed second in weight division Big Sky tournament 

 1970 captain Montana Grizzlies’ wrestling team     

 1970 placed second in weight division Big Sky tournament  

 

Chris Milodragovich - athlete  special 

He was an outstanding football player at Butte High and then the Air Force Academy. Chris was 

a three-year starter in football for the Bulldogs from 1969 to 1971. He made the All-State team 

all three years. Milodragovich was a starting defensive back in 1969 intercepting two passes 

returning one for a score against Missoula Hellgate. For his efforts he was picked second team 

All-State defensive back. In 1970, 

Chris was a two-way starter as a running back and defensive back. He rushed 157 times for 613 

yards, scoring 7 times. 

He also caught two balls for 62 yards and a score plus had two interceptions. He was named a 

first team All-State player following the 1970 season. In 1971, he rushed 59 times for 306 yards 

scoring four times. He also caught 2 balls for 18 yards and one score. Milodragovich was named 

first team All-State following the 1971 season. For his three-year career Chris had 223 carries for 

904 yards with 11 touchdowns, was 3-10 for 67 yard passing, 6 catches for 80 yards and two 

scores, four interceptions with one score. 

Overall he scored 14 touchdowns for the Bulldogs. Chris went to the Air Force Academy where 

he played four years for the Falcons from 1972 to 1975. He is the last Butte football player to 

play for a service academy. 

Chris Milodragovich’s résumé: 

 1969 member Butte High football team       

 1969 selected second team All-State defensive back    

 1970 member Butte High football team       

 1970 selected first team All-State defensive back    

 1971 member Butte High football team       

 1971 selected first team All-State       

 1972-75 played football for the Air Force Academy   . 

 



Marc Murphy 

He was a standout all-around athlete at Butte Central in the 1980s. Murphy was a two-year 

starter on the Maroons’ football team as a tight end. In both years, the Maroons made the 

playoffs. In 1983, he caught 34 balls for 649 yards, scoring six touchdowns. All three marks set 

new school records at Butte Central. The next season, in 1984, he caught 23 passes for 515 yards 

and four touchdowns, In two years as a starter, Murphy had 57 catches for 1,163 yards and ten 

touchdowns. All three were school records. Marc became the first Maroons’ player to have over 

1,000 receiving yards for his career. He also had two interceptions turning one pick into a score. 

Murphy was picked first team All-State in football in both seasons 1983 and 1984. In basketball, 

Murphy was a three-year starter for the Maroons. In all three season, Butte Central made it to the 

state tournament. He led the team in field goals with 144 in 1983, scoring 328 points. In 1984, 

his junior year, he was again the team’s leading scorer as Butte Central won the Class A State 

Championship. murphy had 374 points, averaging 15.5 points a game. In his senior year, in 

1985, Marh tallied 313 points for a 13.3 average as the Maroons again made it to the state finals. 

In 73 career games, Murphy scored 1,015 points, averaging 13.9 points a game. He became only 

the third Maroons’ player to tally over 1,000 career points. Murphy was selected first team All-

State following the 1984 and 1985 seasons. He became only the third Maroons’ player to be 

selected first team All-State in basketball in more than one season. He was also only the fifth 

player in school history to be selected first team All-State in both football and basketball. The 

other players were: Danny Hanley, Jim McCaughey, Tom Lester and Mike Judd, all members of 

the Butte Sports Hall of Fame. 

Marc Murphy’s résumé: 

 1982 member Butte Central football team      

 1983 starter Butte Central basketball team     

 1983 lead team with 144 field goals       

 1983 starting tight end Butte Central football team   

 1983 member Butte Central divisional football champions  

 1983 school records 34 catches, 649 yards, 6 touchdowns  

 1983 selected first team All-State in football    

 1984 starter Butte Central state basketball champions  

 1984 leading scorer 374 points 15.5 average    

 1984 selected first team All-State in basketball    

 1984 starting tight end Butte Central football team  

 1984 selected first team All-State in football    

 1982-84 school career records 57 catches 1,164 yds 10 TDS 

 1982-84 first Maroons over 1,000 receiving yards    

 1985 starter Butte Central state runner-up basketball team 

 1985 selected first team All-State in basketball    

 1984-85 only third Maroons All-State back-to-back years 

 1983-85 1,015 career points third best at Butte Central  

 1982-85 one of five Maroons first team football and bball   



 

Rick Nadeau  

Rick Nadeau was a stand-out baseball player in the Mining City in the early 1970s. He was one 

of the first 16-year-old players to play for the Butte Miners. Nadeau was a three-year starter for 

the Miners from 1971-73. He played almost every position on the field, including catcher.  

Nadeau hit .579 for the season in 1973 as he led the Butte squad to its first appearance in the 

State American Legion baseball tournament since the program was restarted in 1968. He was 

named to the All-Tournament team following the state tournament. 

Nadeau signed a professional contract with the Baltimore Orioles. He played one season, 1974, 

for the Idaho Falls team in the Pioneer League. 

In the July 23 edition of the Montana Standard, Miners coach Bob Stephens said of Nadeau, 

“The scouts feel Rick probably is the top prospect in Montana or Wyoming, and possibly one of 

the best in the Northwest.” 

On Aug. 19, 173, the coach told the newspaper that Nadeau is “one of the best hitters I've 

coached, and I've coached several players who are in professional baseball.” 

Rick Nadeau’s résumé: 

 1971-73 Member of the Butte Miners American Legion baseball team 

 1973 Selected to the State All-Tournament Team 

 1974 Member Idaho Falls team in Pioneer League 

 

John O’Neill 

He was a standout distance runner at Butte Central in the 1970s. O’Neill won the Class A state 

cross country title in both 1970 and 1971. In 1971, his winning efforts led Butte Central to the 

state championship. In track, O’Neill was also spectacular for the Maroons. In 1970, he won the 

two-mile race at the state track meet with a winning time of 9:49.2. An injury kept O’Neill from 

competing in track in 1971. In his senior year, in 1972, won the two-mile race at the state finals 

with a time of 9:35.1. It established a new class record in the event. O’Neill registered four gold 

medals between cross country and track at Butte Central, the most by one athlete when he 

graduated in 1972. He went on to compete in cross country at the University of Montana. 

John O’Neill résumé: 

 1970 member Butte Central track team 
 1970 state champion two-mile at the state track meet 
 1970 set new class record in the two-mile with a time 9:49.2 
 1970 member Butte Central cross country state runner up team 
 1970 state champion in Class A cross country race 
 1971 member Butte Central state cross country champions 
 1971 state champion in Class A cross country race 
 1972 member Butte Central track team 



 1972 state champion two-mile at the state track meet 
 1972 set new class record in two-mile with a time of 9:35.1 
 1972-75 member Montana Grizzlies’ cross country team 

 

Craig Padbury 

He was a standout basketball player at Butte High and Montana Tech in the 1980s. Padbury was 

also a solid performer in track and cross country. Padbury was a two-year starter in basketball for 

Butte High in 1980 and 1981. In both years, he was the team’s leading scorer. Craig tallied 306 

points averaging 15.3 points a game in 1980, while pouring in 360 points for a 17.3 point 

average in 1981. His career average was 16.2 points a game while recording 666 points for the 

Bulldogs. Padbury had 15 field goals in a game twice during his career. He is the only Bulldog 

player do that more than once in a game. He had 159 field goals in 1981, the fourth best in 

school history. His 17.3 points a game in 1981 was the third best in school history. His 283 

career field goals was the third best all-time at Butte High. His 16.6 career mark set a school 

record at the time and is the second best all-time at Butte High for players who competed more 

than one year. He led the Eastern Conference in scoring in 1981 and was named to the honorable 

mention All-State team. In track, Craig was a distance runner placing 10th at state in the 880 

yard run in 1980. In cross country, he placed 27th at the state meet in his senior year of 1980. 

Padbury earned seven varsity letters at Butte High. Craig took his talents to Montana Tech to 

compete in basketball. He was a member of the 1983 Orediggers team that took the Frontier 

Conference tournament title. He was a two-year starter for the Bulldogs in 1986 and 1987. In 

1986, he led the Orediggers in assists. In his senior year 1987, he averaged 17.5 points a game, 

the fourth best in the conference. He was named first team All-Frontier Conference following the 

season. 

Craig Padbury’s résumé: 

 1980 member Butte High basketball team      

 1980 member Butte High boys’ track team     

 1980 placed 10th at state in track at 880 yard run   

 1980 leading scorer Butte High basketball 15.3 points a game 

 1980 member Butte High cross country team      

 1981 member Butte High basketball team      

 1981 leading scorer Butte High basketball 17.3 points a game 

 1981 named to honorable mention All-State team     

 1980-81 career average 16.6 points a game a school record . 

 1981 member Butte High boys’ track team  state champions  

 1983 member Montana Tech Frontier Conference bball champions 

 1986 starting guard Montana Tech men’s basketball team   

 1986 leader in assists Montana Tech men’s basketball team  

 1987 starting guard Montana Tech men’s basketball team  

 1987 17.5 points a game fourth best in Frontier Conference  

 1987 selected to Frontier Conference first team   . 



 

Todd Paffhausen 

He was a solid athlete at Butte High in the 1980s competing in football and basketball. 

Paffahusen was a two-year starting quarterback for the Bulldogs in 1986 and 1987 leading Butte 

High to the state finals both season. During that span, the Bulldogs were 20-4. Todd was 67-125-

13 for 1,020 yards and 13 touchdown passes in 1986. He become the first Bulldog player to ever 

pass for more than 1,000 yards in a season. Paffhausen had three touchdowns strikes against both 

Butte Central and Billings Skyview. In the Skyview game, Paffhausen had 286 passing yards to 

set a new school record. He also ran 92 times for 164 yards scoring three times. Overall, he 

accounted for 1,184 yards. In his senior year of 1987, Todd was 87-182-10 for 1,427 passing 

yards, flipping 16 TD passes. The 87 pass completions, 182 pass attempts, 1,427 yards and 16 

TD passes were all new school records. Todd had three touchdown passes against Missoula 

Sentinel. He also had 112 carries for 569 yards, scoring 7 times. In all, Paffhausen had 1,996 

total yards for the season, setting a new school record. For his career, Todd completed 179 

passes for 2,447 yards 29 touchdown passes for 3,080 total setting new school records in all 

those categories. He became the first player in school history with over 3,000 total yards in his 

career. In basketball, Todd played three years for the Bulldogs from 1986-88. He scored 200 

points in 44 games, averaging 4.5 points per game. He also competed in track for the Bulldogs. 

Todd was third in the javelin at the 1988 state track meet.Paffhausen went on to compete in 

football at Montana State. 

Todd Paffhausen’s résumé: 

 1986 member Butte High basketball team       

 1986 starter Butte High football state finalists    

 1986 set school record 286 passing yards vs Skyview   

 1986 1,020 passing yards setting new school record   

 1987 member Butte High basketball team       

 1987 starter Butte High football state finalists    

 1986-87 led Butte High to 20-4 record in two seasons   

 1987 set five school records: 87 passes complete, 187 attempts, 1,427 pass yards, 16 TD 

passes, 1,996 total yards              

 1986-87 career school records: 179 passes completed, 2,44 passing yards, 29 TD passes, 3,080 

total yards   

 1988 member Butte High basketball team       

 1988 member Butte High track team third in javelin at state 

 1988-91 member Montana State football team      

 

Kevin Parvinen  



Kevin Parvinen was an outstanding wrestler for Butte High in the 1980s. He was a member of 

three state championship teams for the Bulldogs in 1984, 85 and 86, and he was a key 

contributor for those teams. 

Parvinen placed third at state in 1984 as a 98-pound sophomore. He posted a 21-2 record that 

season. As a junior in 1985, Parvinen went 26-0 and captured the 98-pound state championship. 

During his senior season in 1986, Parvinen went 30-0, winning the state title at 105 pounds. 

During his varsity career, Parvinen posted a 77-2 record, setting what was then the school record 

for wins. He also set the school record with 58 straight wins, breaking a mark held by Butte 

Sports Hall of Fame member Bill Krum. 

Parvinen won nine consecutive Montana Tate freestyle wrestling championships. He won three 

Western Regional Crowns. He also won a state title in Greco-Roman. 

After his prep career, Parvinen wrestled at Western Montana College in Dillon. He then served 

an assistant coach at Butte High before taking over as the head coach of the Bulldogs in 2009. 

He guided the Bulldogs for four seasons. 

Kevin Parvinen’s résumé: 

 1984 Member Butte High state wrestling championship team 

 1984 Placed third at state meet at 98 pounds, 22-2 record 

 1985 Member Butte High state wrestling championship team 

 1985 Won state championship at 98 points with 25-0 record 

 1986 Member Butte High state wrestling championship team 

 1986 Won state championship at 105 pounds with 30-0 record 

 1985-86 Set school record with 57 consecutive wins 

 1984-86 Set school record (at the time) with three individual state wrestling titles 

 1984-86 Posted 77-2 record 

 1987-1990 Wrestled for Montana Western College 

 2009-12 Head coach Butte High wrestling team 

 

Matt Pelletier    

He was a standout running back for Butte High in 1979 and 

1980. He was picked to the honorable mention All-State team following the 1979 campaign. 

During the 1980 season, he tied a school-record with 229 carries as he led the Bulldogs to the 

state playoffs. Pelletier rushed for 1,061 yards during that season. He was the first Bulldogs’ 

player to ever rush for over 1,000 yards during a season. Matt was selected first team All-State in 

football following the 1980 season. For his career Matt set school records with 417 carries and 

1,987 rushing yards. His 417 carries is still a school-record while his rushing mark was broken in 

1997 by Jay LeProwse. He scored 13 rushing touchdowns during his career, connecting on 3 of 4 

passes for 65 yards and caught 16 passes for 292 yards. In 1999, Matt was selected to the All-

Century Butte High football team. 



Matt Pelletier’s résumé: 

 1979 starting back Butte High football team     

 1979 selected honorable mention All-State in football   

 1980 starting back Butte High football team     

 1980 tied school-record with 229 carries during season  

 1980 selected first team All-State in football    

 1979-80 set school record with 417 carries     

 1979-80 set school record with 1,987 yards rushing   

 1999 selected to All-Century Butte High football team   

 

Mark Peterson   

He has been a standout tennis player and coach in Butte for many years. Peterson competed for 

Butte High from 1981 to 1984. He received the outstanding tennis award in 1984. Mark won the 

men’s singles open city tournament title seven times in 1991, 1992, 1993, 1994, 1995, 1997 and 

1998. He captured the city men’s doubles open six times in 1986, 1987, 1990, 1991, 1992 and 

1994. He also won age group city doubles titles in 1981, 1982 and 1983. Mark won the city 

mixed doubles title five times in 1987, 1989, 1991, 1994 and 1998. During the 1991 and 1994 

city tournament, Mark had a clean sweep of men’s singles, doubles and mixed. Peterson won 

numerous other tournaments around the state and took first place in 4.5 men’s singles at the 

Montana State Open in 1991, 1992 and 1994. Mark was ranked number one in 4.5 men’s singles 

in 1990, 1992, 1993 and 1994. He was also rated number one in men’s 4.5 doubles in 1991. 

Mark also spent a great deal of time as a coach. He was a volunteer assistant coach at Butte High 

from 1986 to 1993. He was also the tennis director at the Butte Country Club in 1986, 1987 and 

1988. He was a tennis instructor for the Butte tennis club from 1984 to 1987. 

Mark Peterson’s résumé: 

 1981 1st city tournament 13-15 boys doubles    

 1982 1st city tournament 16-18 boys doubles     

 1983 1st city tournament 16-18 boys doubles     

 1984 received outstanding tennis player at Butte High   

 1984 1st city tournament 16-18 boys doubles     

 1986 1st city tournament mens open doubles     

 1987 1st city tournament mens open doubles      

 1987 1st city tournament mixed open doubles     

 1989 1st Siver Bow Open mixed open doubles      

 1989 1st city tournament mixed open doubles     

 1990 1st Western Montana Open mens 4.5 singles     

 1990 1st Silver Bow Open mixed open doubles     

 1990 1st Silver Bow Open mens open doubles     

 1990 1st Silver Bow Open men’s open singles     

 1991 1st Billings Labor Day Open mens 4.5 singles    



 1991 1st Silver Bow Open mens open singles      

 1991 1st city tournament mixed open doubles     

 1991 1st city tournament mens open doubles     

 1991 1st city tournament mens open singles      

 1991 1st Montana State Open mens 4.5 singles     

 1991 1st Bitteroot Open mens 4.5 singles      

 1992 1st Montana State Open mens 4.5 singles     

 1992 1st city tournament mens open doubles      

 1992 1st city tournament mens open singles      

 1993 1st city tournament mens open singles      

 1993 1st Bitteroot Open mens 4.5 singles      

 1993 1st Meadlowlark Open mens 4.5 singles      

 1994 1st Anaconda Open mens open doubles      

 1994 1st Copper Dome Racket Club mens open doubles    

 1994 1st Copper Dome Racket Club mens 4.5 singles    

 1994 1st Montana State Open mens 4.5 singles     

 1994 1st Riverside Classic mens 4.5 singles     

 1994 1st Helena Open mens 4.5 singles       

 1994 1st Early Bird Tournament mens open singles   

 1994 1st city tournament mens open doubles     

 1994 1st city tournament mixed open doubles     

 1994 1st city tournament mens open singles     

 1995 1st city tournament mens open singles      

 1997 1st city tournament mens open singles      

 1998 1st city tournament mixed doubles       

 1998 1st city tournament mens open singles      

 1984-87 instructor Butte Tennis Club       

 1986-88 tennis director Butte Country Club      

 1986-1993 volunteer coach at Butte High      

 

Joe Petroni 

He was an outstanding trap shooter who competed for fifty years in the sport. Joe began trap 

shooting in 1960. He won his first state championship in 1962 called the State Handicap 

Championship. Later that year, Petroni received the Miller Trophy. He went on to win various 

state titles five more times. He took the State Singles’ crown three times in1967, 1984 and 1989. 

Joe won the State Doubles’ title in 1981 and the State All-Around crown in 1982. In 1983, he 

won the state’s highest honor, the Butte Rod and Gun Club Medal established in 1898. He was 

the first Butte shooter to win the award in 43 years, dating back to 1940 when Butte Sports Hall 

of Fame member, Bob Poore, received the same award. Petroni was captain of the Montana All-

State team four times in 1971, 1982, 1986 and 1987. He made the Montana first team twelve 

times in 1964, 1966, 1968, 1973, 1975, 1978, 1979, 1981, 1982, 1983, 1984, 1985, 1988. He was 

selected to the second team five times in 1977, 1980, 1987, 1990 and 1991. In all, he was picked 



to the elite first or second All-State team twelve straight years. In 1987, he had the highest 

average in the state handicap. In local competition, Joe won the city championship eight times 

and also took the 65 years old plus title twice in 2005 and 2010. Petroni competed in the Grand 

American National Trap Shoot in Ohio three times. He best performance came in 1989 when as a 

member of the 500 X 500 club. It is only the twelve time ever in the competition that 

performance has been achieved. In addition to competing, Joe gave back to the sport serving as 

the longtime President of the Montana Trap Shooters Association. 

For all his accomplishments he was selected into the Montana Trap Shooting Hall of Fame in 
1995. 

Joe Petroni’s résumé: 

 1960-2010 competed in trap shooting 
 1962 State Handicap Champion 
 1962 winner of the Miller Trophy 
 1963 member Three-Man state championship 
 1964 selected to Montana All-State first team 
 1964 President of the Montana Trap Shooters Association  
 1964 competed in Grand American Championships in Ohio 
 1966 selected to Montana All-State first team 
 1968 selected to Montana All-State first team 
 1971 Captain Montana State team 
 1973 selected to Montana All-State first team 
 1975 selected to Montana All-State first team 
 1977 selected to Montana All-State second team 
 1978 selected to Montana All-State first team 
 1979 selected to Montana All-State first team 
 1980 selected to Montana All-State second team 
 1981 State Doubles’ Champion 
 1981 selected to Montana All-State first team 
 1982 State All-Around Champion 
 1982 Captain Montana State team 
 1982 selected to Montana All-State first team 
 1983 selected to Montana All-State first team 
 1983 received Butte Rod and Gun Club gold medal 
 1983 first Butte shooter in 43 years to receive that award 
 1984 State Singles’ Champion 
 1984 selected to Montana All-State first team 
 1985 selected to Montana All-State first team 
 1986 Captain Montana State team 
 1987 State highest handicap average 
 1987 Captain Montana State team 
 1988 selected to Montana All-State first team 
 1989 State Singles’ Champion 
 1989 selected to Montana All-State second team 
 1989 competed in Grand American Championships in Ohio 
 1990 selected to Montana All-State second team 
 1991 selected to Montana All-State second team 
 1995 inducted into Montana Trap Shooting Hall of Fame 

 



Pat Prendergast 

Pat Prendergast was a successful basketball coach at Butte Central in the 1980s. Prendergast, a 

1974 Butte Central graduate, led his team to the state tournament all three years he was a head 

coach from 1983-85. The 1984 club finished with a record of 21-3 and won the Class A state title 

beating Billings Central 76-73 in overtime in the state championship game at the Butte Civic 

Center. This was the first time in the school’s history that any BC basketball team won a 

championship in the Mining City. The winning percentage of the 1984 team was the highest in 

school history.  Prendergast was named the MHSA Class A Coach of the Year and the Wendy's 

Coach of the Year following the 1984 season. 

The next year, in 1985, Butte Central came back to win the Western A Divisional title. The 

Maroons made it to the state championship game before losing to Livingston 99-97 in double 

overtime. It was the highest scoring game ever in Montana in the state championship game. The 

1985 club had a record of 20-4. Prendergast became only the second Butte Central coach to have 

back-to-back 20 win seasons. The other was Frank Callen in 1948 and 1949. Prendergast also 

was the first coach at Butte Central to win back-to-back divisional tournaments. His overall 

record at Butte Central was 51-22, the highest winning percentage in school history. The BC 

varsity teams from 1983-85 averaged 69.1 points per game. 

From 1979 to 1982, Prendergast served as a BC assistant coach. He compiled a 43-10 record in 

subvarsity competition. In addition, Prendergast served as a football assistant coach at Butte 

Central. After his tenure at Butte Central, Prendergast was an assistant basketball coach at 

Centaurs High School in Lafayette, Colorado while earning his Masters’ Degree. After coaching 

football and basketball in Lafayette, Colorado, Prendergast returned to Butte to become principal 

at Butte Central. The school has won 36 state championships. Prendergast was affiliated with 17 

of these State Championships either as a player, student, coach, teacher or principal. 

Prendergast was a member of Butte Central’s 1972 and 1973 state championship football teams. 

Pat Prendergast’s résumé: 

1979-1982 assistant boys’ basketball coach at Butte Central 

1979-1985 assistant football coach at Butte Central 

1983 head basketball coach at Butte Central 

1984 head coach Butte Central state basketball champions 

1984 21-3 record highest winning percentage school history 

1985 head coach Butte Central Western A Divisional champions 

1985 head coach Butte Central state basketball runner ups 

1985 20-4 record at Butte Central 

1984-85 second Maroons’ coach with 20 plus wins back-to-back 

1983-85 51-22 record highest winning percentage at Central 

1986-1990 coached football as an assistant and at Centaurs High School in Lafayette, Colorado 

1986-1989 assistant basketball coach in Lafayette, Colorado from 1986-1989. 

Officiated basketball for seven years. 

 



Chris Rasmussen 

He was an outstanding basketball player for Butte High in the 1980s. Rasmussen was a three-

year starter for the Bulldogs from 1983-85. He was Butte High’s leading scorer in each of the 

three seasons he competed for the Bulldogs. In his sophomore year, in 1983, Chris tallied 253 

points in 18 games for an average of 14.0 a game. In 1984, he led Butte High to the state 

championship, the school’s first in 26 years. Chris was named first team All-State following the 

season. He had 376 points in 24 games for an average of 15.6 points a game. In his senior year, 

in 1985, Chris scored 340 points in 21 games for a 16.1 average for the season. He scored a 

school record 34 points in a game against Bozeman in 1985. Rasmussen had over 100 field goals 

in each season he competed. He is the only player in school history to accomplish that feat. For 

his career, Rasmussen had 969 points, second best in school history behind Butte Sports Hall of 

Fame member John Dawson. Dawson scored 53 points more, but played in ten more games than 

Rasmussen. Chris recorded 376 field goals, a school record that still stands today. He had a 

career average of 15.3 points a game, fourth best in school history for players who competed in 

over 30 games. 

Chris Rasmussen’s résumé: 

 1983 starter Butte High basketball team 

 1983 leading scorer 14.0 average for Butte High 

 1984 starter Butte High state basketball champions 

 1984 leading scorer 15.6 average for Butte High 

 1984 selected first team All-State 

 1985 starter Butte High basketball team 

 1985 leading scorer 16.1 average for Butte High 

 1983-85 969 career points second best at Butte High 

 1983-85 376 career field goals school record at Butte High 

 1983-85 15.3 career average fourth best in school history 

 

Scott Reed 

He was a standout athlete in football and basketball for Butte High in the late 1960s and early 

1970s. Reed was on the Bulldogs’ varsity football team from 1968-70. He was a member of the 

1968 state championship team as a sophomore. 

Reed was a starting end on the 1969 and 1970 clubs. He was the team’s leading pass receiver 

both years. He caught a team-high 15 balls for 260 yards scoring four times in 1969. 

He was named second team All-State following the season. In his senior year, in 1970, Reed 

caught a team-high 13 balls for 199 yards scoring four touchdowns. Following the season, Reed 

was picked first team All-State in football. His eight touchdown receptions placed him second 

all-time at Butte High behind only Butte Sports Hall of Fame member Glen Welch. In basketball, 

Reed played three years for the Bulldogs from 1969-71. Scott played in 18 varsity games as a 



sophomore scoring 74 points. In 1970, he was the club’s third leading scorer with an 11.1 

average, tallying 235 points. In his senior year, in 1971, Reed led the Bulldogs with 265 points 

and a 12.6 points per game average. In his basketball career at Butte High, Reed scored 574 

points in 60 games for an average of 9.5 a game. Reed went on to play college football at the 

University of Utah. 

Scott Reed’s résumé: 

 1968 member Butte High state championship football team 

 1969 member Butte High basketball team 

 1969 member Butte High football team 

 1969 leading receiver with 15 catches for 260 yards 

 1969 selected second team All-State in football 

 1970 member Butte High basketball team 

 1970 member Butte High football team 

 1970 leading receiver with 13 catches for 199 yards 

 1970 selected first team All-State in football 

 1968-70 had 8 scoring TDS as receiver second best at Butte 

 1971 member Butte High basketball team 

 1971 leading scorer in basketball 265 pts. 12.6 average 

 1971-74 member University of Utah football team 

 

Tom Reopelle 

He was a standout all-around athlete at Butte High competing in football, basketball and track for 

the Bulldogs in the late 1960s. Reopelle was a member of the Butte High football team from 

1967-69. Butte High won the state crown in both 1967 and 1968 plus finished second in 1969. 

Tom played as a wide receiver, running back and defensive back for the Bulldogs. In his 

sophomore year, in 1967, he returned a punt for a score plus caught one touchdown pass. In 

1968, Reopelle carried the ball 39 times for 296 yards scoring four touchdowns. He also caught 

three balls for 16 yards and had two interceptions as a defensive back. In his senior year, in 1969, 

he led the Bulldogs in rushing with 513 yards on 75 carries. He scored four touchdowns. He also 

caught ten balls for 135 yards, scoring two times. Reopelle had two interceptions during the 

season. For his efforts, he was selected honorable mention All-State following the season.  

In his football career at Butte High, Reopelle carried the ball114 times for 809 yards, scoring 

eight rushing touchdowns. He caught 14 receptions for 220 yards, scoring three receiving 

touchdowns. He recorded four interceptions plus returned a punt for a touchdown. In basketball, 

Tom played from 1968-70. He was a starter for Butte High in 1969 and 1970. He was Butte 

High’s leading scorer in both seasons Reopelle started for the Bulldogs. In 1969, he put in 292 

points with a 12.6 average. In his senior year, in 1970, he tallied 289 points with an average of 

17.0 a game. The 17 point average is the second best in school history behind only Butte Sports 

Hall of Fame member Don Rae who averaged 18.7 a game in 1961. In his basketball career at 

Butte High, Reopelle scored 585 points in 43 games for an average of 13.6 points a game. His 



career average was fourth best in school history. In track, Reopelle competed three years for the 

Bulldogs from 1968-70. He won the state championship in the 220-yard run at the 1970 state 

meet with a winning time of 22.5 seconds. 

Tom Reopelle’s résumé: 

 1967 member Butte High state football champions 
 1968 member Butte High basketball team 
 1968 member Butte High track team 
 1968 starter Butte High state football champions 
 1969 starter Butte High basketball team 
 1969 leading scorer Butte High basketball  12.6 average 
 1969 member Butte High track team 
 1969 starter Butte High state runner up football team 
 1969 leading rusher with 513 yards 
 1969 selected honorable mention All-State in football 
 1970 starter Butte High basketball team 
 1970 leading scorer Butte High basketball  17.0 average 
 1970 17.0 season second best in school history 
 1968-70 13.6 average in basketball fourth best at Butte High 
 1970 member Butte High track team 
 1970 state champion 220-yard run 22.5 seconds 

 

John Ries 

He was a longtime volleyball coach at Butte High. Ries was named the school’s first-ever girls’ 

volleyball coach in 1983. He guided the Lady Bulldogs for 26 years ending an outstanding career 

in 2008. He was the longest tenured volleyball coach in the history of Montana. His teams made 

it to the state championship match four times, winning it all in 1994. It is the only state title ever 

won by the Butte High girls’ volleyball team. Ries led Butte High to at least a trophy at the state 

tournament nine times. He teams won eight conference championships. He had a career record of 

462-214. The 462 wins is the most ever in any sport by a high school coach in Butte. His clubs 

had a winning or break-ever record in 25 of his 26 seasons at Butte High. 

John Ries’ résumé: 

 1983-2008 head volleyball coach at Butte High 
 1994 head coach Butte High state volleyball champions 
 1983-2008 longest tenured volleyball coach in Montana 
 1983-2008 Lady Bulldogs’ made state finals four times 
 1983-2008 Lady Bulldogs’ received state trophy nine times 
 1983-2008 462-214 record at Butte High 

 

Tom Roberts 

He was a longtime Butte High girls’ track coach. Roberts served as head coach of the Lady 

Bulldogs from 1994-2012. During his 19-year tenure, Roberts coached ten individual state 

champions. He led the Butte High club to the 2009 Class AA state championship. It was the 



Lady Bulldogs first state title in track 22 years. The state title in 2009 was the only time in 19 

years that Roberts’ team finished in the top three at state. Prior to being head coach, Roberts was 

an assistant coach at Butte High from 1975-93. During that time, the Lady Bulldogs won three 

state titles in 1984, 1986, and 1987. He coached fourteen individual state champions during his 

coaching career. Besides coaching, Roberts served as a volleyball official at the high school and 

college rank. Roberts became an official in 1975 and still does it today 38 years later. He was the 

head of volleyball officials for the Frontier Conference for 21 years from 1991-2012. Tom was 

an official at five NAIA Regional tournament. He also officiated matches in the Big Sky 

Conference. He was voted Volleyball Official of the Year in 2005. During his own athletic days, 

Tom competed in track at Butte High. His specialty was the high jump. He made All-State in the 

high jump in 1968 and 1969 plus was All-State in the triple jump in 1969. After competing four 

years at Butte High, Roberts was a member of the Montana Tech track team. He won the 

Frontier Conference title in the high jump in 1971 with a leap of 6 feet 6 inches. The effort set a 

new league mark. He qualified and competed in the NAIA National meet. The next spring, 

Roberts competed for the University of Montana. The Grizzlies won their only men’s track and 

field title that year in 1972. Roberts helped the cause placing fifth in the Big Sky Conference 

high jump competition at the league’s championship meet. He placed third in the high jump in 

1973 and 6th in 1974 at the Big Sky meet. 

Tom Roberts’ résumé: 

 1968 member Butte High track team All-State in high jump 

 1969 member Butte High track team All-State high/triple jump 

 1971 member Montana Tech track team 

 1971 first place Frontier Conference high jump 

 1971 set new Frontier Conference record in high jump 6-6 

 1971 competed at NAIA National meet 

 1972 member Montana Grizzlies Big Sky Conference champions 

 1972 placed fifth in high jump at Big Sky Conference meet 

 1973 member Montana Grizzlies’ track team 

 1973 placed third at the Big Sky Conference meet 

 1974 member Montana Grizzlies’ track team 

 1974 placed sixth at the Big Sky Conference meet 

 1975-93 assistant coach Butte High girls’ track 

 1975-present volleyball official high school and college 

 1991-2012 head of volleyball officials Frontier Conference 

 2005 named Volleyball Official of the Year 

 1994-2012 head coach Butte High girls’ track 

 2009 head coach Butte High girls’ state track champions 

 2009 Montana High School Association Coach of the Year (Girls’ Track) 

 Current head of volleyball officials for Frontier Conference 

 

Leroy “Pepper” Romero 



He was a standout amateur fighter in Butte in the early 1960s. Romero won many amateur fights 

and numerous Golden Gloves tournaments. He won the Regional Golden Gloves tournament at 

118 pounds in 1962. Leroy went to the National Golden Gloves tournament in Chicago. He made 

it to the semifinals before getting beat. In 1963, Romero won the 126 pound Regional Golden 

Gloves event in Billings. He went on to compete in the National Golden Gloves tournament in 

Chicago. In 1964, he was selected to compete in the US Olympic tryouts. He never won at the 

Olympic trials, but had a good enough showing to be selected to the USA team that traveled to 

Africa to compete in various matches. Following his amateur career, Leroy turned professional 

and boxed in various matches for a number of years. 

Leroy Romero’s résumé: 

 1960s amateur fighter in Butte 
 1962 118 pound regional Golden Gloves champion 
 1962 competed in National Golden Gloves event in Chicago 
 1963 126 pound regional Golden Gloves champion 
 1963 competed in National  Golden Gloves event in Chicago 
 1964 competed in USA Olympic trials boxing matches 
 1964 competed for USA team in Africa in various matches 
 1960s professional boxer in Butte  

 

Greg Salo 

He was a standout football player at Butte High for three years. Salo later became head football 

coach for the Bulldogs. Greg was a staring inside linebacker for Butte High from 1967-1969. In 

1967 his sophomore year, Salo was the starting inside linebacker on the state championship 

team. He was selected second team All-State following the season. In 1968, he was the starting 

linebacker for the Bulldogs as they repeated as state champions. Greg was picked first team All-

State following the season. In 1969, he added the duties as the Bulldogs’ quarterback to his line 

of duties on the field. Salo completed 56 of 109 passes for 724 yards with nine touchdown 

passes. He also carried the ball 14 times for 21 yards. Following the season, Salo was again 

picked first team All-State as a linebacker. In addition to football, Salo played three years of 

varsity basketball at Butte High. He played in 61 games scoring 476 points for a 7.8 average. 

Following his prep days, Salo was a member of the UCLA football team in the Pacific 8 

Conference. He played for the Bruins before joining the Montana Grizzlies. Greg was an inside 

linebacker for the Grizzlies. After his playing days, Salo went into coaching. 

He served as assistant coach at Montana State University. Later, he was head coach at Libby 

High School. Salo was picked to lead the Butte Bulldogs in 2002. He was Butte High’s head 

football coach for six years from 2002-2007. He had a record of 22-39 during his tenure at Butte 

High. 

Greg Salo’s résumé: 

 1967 starter Butte High state championship football team 

 1967 selected second team All-State in football  



 1968 member Butte High basketball team 

 1968 starter Butte High state championship football team 

 1968 selected first team All-State in football 

 1969 member Butte High basketball team 

 1969 starter Butte High football team 

 1969 selected first team All-State in football 

 1970 member Butte High basketball team 

 1970 member UCLA football team 

 1971 member UCLA football team 

 1973 member Montana Grizzlies football team 

 1974 member Montana Grizzlies football team 

 1981 assistant coach Montana State Bobcats football team 

 1980s head football coach Libby High School 

 2002-07 head football coach Butte High School 

 2002-07 22-39 record as head coach at Butte High  

 

Scott Salo 

He was an outstanding basketball player at Butte High in the 1970s. Salo was a two-year starter 

in basketball at Butte High in 1973 and 1974. The 1973 club made it to the state semi-finals 

before losing to eventual champion Missoula Sentinel. Salo scored 322 points and was the club’s 

second leading scorer with a 12.3 average. In 1974, Salo was a one-man team. He led the team in 

scoring with 404 points an 18.3 average. Salo became only the eighth player in school history to 

score more than 400 points in a season and the first Bulldog to do it in thirteen years. His scoring 

average was the second best in school history behind Don Rae in 1961 who averaged 18.7 ppg. 

Salo is one of only three Bulldogs all time to average more than 18 points a game for a season. 

He scored close to one-third of the team’s points on a club that had a 7-15 record. For his 

Bulldog career, Salo poured in 743 points for an 11.4 points a game average. He was the school’s 

fifth all-time leading career scorer at Butte High when he graduated. He went on to play 

basketball at Carroll College. Scott came back to Butte an was an assistant coach at Butte 

Central. He was an assistant coach on the 1984 Butte Central state championship basketball 

team. 

Scott Salo’s résumé: 

 1972 member Butte High basketball team       

 1973 starter Butte High basketball team      

 1973 team’s second leading scorer 322 points 12.3 average 

 1974 starter Butte High basketball team      

 1974 team’s leading scorer with 404 points 18.3 average  

 1974 became only 8th player in school history to score more than 400 points in a season        . 

 1974 18.3 average was second best all time at Butte High  



 1975-78 member Carroll College basketball team     

 1984 assistant coach Butte Central state championship basketball team           . 

 

Kelvin Sampson 

He was a highly successful basketball coach at Montana Tech who later went on to coach 

basketball at Washington State, Oklahoma and Indiana.  Sampson came to Butte in 1982 as an 

assistant coach. He took over the helm midway through the season. During his four-year reign at 

Montana Tech Sampson led the Orediggers to three Frontier Conference championships. He had 

a 71-45 record during his tenure. In his final three years as skipper at Tech, his team’s 67-22. 

Prior to his arrival at Tech, the Orediggers had posted only 17 wins in the previous three seasons. 

Kelvin was placed into the Montana Tech Sports Hall of Fame in 1996. Sampson became an 

assistant coach at Washington State following the 1985 season. After two years, Kelvin became 

the head coach at Washinton State. He led the cougars to a 22-11 record in 1992. It was only the 

fourth time in school history WSU won more than 20 games in a season. For his efforts, Kelvin 

was picked as the PAC 10 Coach of the Year. Sampson held the position at Washington State 

seven seasons until 1994 when Sampson was selected as the new coach at Oklahoma. During his 

12-year reign at Oklahoma,  Kelvin’s teams supported a record of 279-109. He was twice 

selected as the National Coach of the Year. He led the Sooners to 11 straight NCAA tournament 

appearances, three Sweet Sixteens, two Elite Eights and one Final Four. His clubs had 10 20-plus 

win seasons and three Big 12 titles. In 2006, Kelvin took over as the head coach at Indiana 

University. In addition to his duties in the college ranks, Kelvin was head coach of the USA 

basketball team for Young Men in 2004. His team won the World Championship in Canada with 

a perfect 5-0 record. 

After stops as an assistant with the Milwaukee Bucks and Houston Rockets in the NBA, 

Sampson has been head coach of the University of Houston since 2014. 

Kelvin Sampson’s résumé: 

 1982 interim head coach Montana Tech men’s basketball team 

 1983 head coach Montana Tech Frontier Conference champions 

 1984 head coach Montana Tech Frontier Conference champions. 

 1985 head coach Montana Tech Frontier Conference champions. 

 1982-85 73-45 record at Montana Tech       

 1986-87 assistant coach Washington State University   

 1988-94 head coach Washington State University    

 1992 lead WSU to 22-11 record 4th time ever 20+ wins WSU 

 1992 selected PAC 10 Coach of the Year      

 1994 led WSU to first NCAA appearance in 11 seasons   

 1995-2006 head coach Oklahoma University      

 1995-2006 279-109 (.719) record at Oklahoma    

 1995-2006 selected National Coach of the Year twice   

 1995-2005 led Sooners to 11 NCAA tournament appearances  



 1995-2006 led Sooners to 1 Final Four-2 Elite Eight    

 1995-2006 led Sooners to 3 Big 12 titles      

 1995-2006 led Sooner to nine straight 20+ win seasons   

 1996 inducted into Montana Tech Sports Hall of Fame   

 2006-08 head coach Indiana University      

 2008-2011 assistant coach Milwaukee Bucks 

 2011-14 assistant coach Houston Rockets 

 2014-present head coach University of Houston 

 

Ed Semansky 

He was a standout athlete who competed in football, bymnastics and track for Butte High in the 

1970s. Semansky was a starting linebacker on the 1974 Butte High club that played in the state 

finals. He was picked as a first team All-State linebacker. Following the season, he was selected 

and played in the 1975 Shrine football game. In gymnastics, Ed earned a chance to compete at 

the state meet twice. In track, Semansky competed in the pole vault. Ed finished second in the 

state meet in the pole vault. He was a member of the 1975 Bulldogs’ boys team that won the 

state championship.  

Ed Semansky’s résumé: 

 1973 member Butte High football team       

 1974 member Butte High gymnastics team       

 1974 starting linebacker Butte High state runner up football 

 1974 selected first team All-State in football     

 1975 member Butte High gymnastics team       

 1975 member Butte High boys’ state track champions    

 1975 placed second in pole vault at state track meet   

 1975 played in Shrine Football game      .  

 

Debbie Silk 

She was an outstanding all-around athlete at Butte High in the late 1970s and early 1980s. She 

was a three-year starter in basketball for the Lady Bulldogs from 1979-81. Silk was named 

honorable mention All-Conference following the 1979 and 1980 season. In her senior year, in 

1981, Debbie was a dominant force leading Butte High to a third place finish at the state 

tournament, their highest finish ever. Silk set a school record with 444 points during the season. 

She also set a school record averaging 17.1 points a game. The average was also the fourth best 

overall in the state. She pulled down 12 rebounds a game and shot 46 percent from the field. In 

nine games, she tallied more than 20 points a game and in 21 of 24 games she scored double 

figures. Silk set a school record throwing in 34 points in a game against Helena Capital. She also 

had 16 field goals in that game, setting a new school record that still stands today. Overall she set 



five school records in 1981: points in a game, field goals in a game, points in a season, average 

points a game and points in a career. She was picked first team All-State following the 1981 

season. Silk was also chosen as an honorable mention All-American. For her efforts, she 

received the Connie Hogan Memorial Girls’ Basketball Award at the end of the school year. Silk 

finished with a school record 707 career points. Debbie was also a member of the Lady 

Bulldogs’ track team competing in the shot put. Following her prep career, Silk played basketball 

three years at the College of Great Falls. In 1984, she was named the Frontier Conference Player 

of the Week. When basketball was suspended following the 1985 season at CGF, Debbie went to 

Boise State. She played with the Boise State team one year during her senior season. Silk had 21 

points against Washington State and 17 points in a return match against the Lady Cougars. 

Debbie Silk’s résumé: 

 1979 member Butte High girls’ basketball team 

 1979 selected honorable mention All-Conference 

 1980 starter Butte High girls’ basketball team 

 1980 selected honorable mention All-Conference 

 1981 member Butte High girls’ track team 

 1981 starter Butte High girls’ basketball team 

 1981 set school record 34 points against Helena Capital 

 1981 set school record 16 field goals against Capital 

 1981 set school record 17.1 points a game for season 

 1981 set school record 444 points in season 

 1979-81 set school record 707 career points 

 1981 scored 20+ points in 9 of 24 games 

 1981 scored double figures in 21 of 24 games 

 1981 named first team All-State in basketball 

 1981 named honorable mention All-American 

 1982 member Butte High girls’ track team 

 1982 winner Connie Hogan Memorial Girls’ Basketball Award 

 1982 member College of Great Falls women’s basketball team 

 1983 member College of Great Falls women’s basketball team 

 1984 member College of Great Falls women’s basketball team 

 1984 Frontier Conference Player of the Week Award 

 1986 member Boise State women’s basketball team 

 

Jon Smitham 

He was a standout football player at Butte High School in the 1990s. Smitham was a two-year 

starter as a wide receiver for the Bulldogs. In 1990, his junior year, he caught 13 passes for 138 

yards, scoring one touchdown. In 1991, he helped lead Butte High to the state championship. 

Smitham was the club’s leader with 50 catches for 837 reception yards, scoring 10 touchdowns. 

All three marks set school records at Butte High. He also set school records with 12 catches for 



191 yards against Great Falls Russell. He was selected first team All-State in football following 

the 1991 season. He was also honored as a USA Today All USA High School honorable mention 

team. For his career, Smitham set school records with 63 catches for 975 yards, scoring 11 

touchdowns. Jon was named to the All-Century team at Butte High in 1999. In addition, 

Smitham played one year of varsity basketball for Butte High in 1992. He tallied 57 points in 18 

games for an average of 3.1 points a game. Jon also competed in track for the Bullodgs. He 

placed sixth in the high jump at the 1992 state meet. Smitham was selected as the 1992 Swede 

Dahlberg winner as the top senior athlete of the school year. Following his prep career, Jon 

competed in football at Montana Tech. He played four years at Tech. Smitham was a member of 

the 1992 Orediggers’ club that won the Frontier Conference championship. 

Jon Smitham’s résumé: 

 1990 member Butte High football team      . 

 1991 starting receiving Butte High football state champions 

 1991 selected first team All-State in football     

 1991 selected honorable mention USA Today All USA team   

 1991 school records 50 catches 837 yards 10 touchdowns   

 1991 school record 12 catches 191 yards against CM Russell  

 1990-91 school records 63 catches 875 yards 11 touchdowns  

 1992 member Butte High basketball team       

 1992 member Butte High track team       

 1992 Swede Dahlberg Award winner       

 1992 member Montana Tech Frontier Conference champions   

 1992-95 member Montana Tech football team     . 

 

Rob Spear - athlete   special 

He was a standout basketball player at Butte Central and the College of Great Falls in the 1970s. 

Rob was a three-year starter for the Maroons in 1974, 1975 and 1976. During that time, the 

Maroons were 42-29. In 1974 as a sophomore, Spear was the top scoring underclassmen 

averaging 6.7 points a game. In 1975, he was Central’s leading scoring with an 18 point average 

producing 398 points in 22 games. Following the season, he was selected first team All-Southern 

Division Conference. In 1976, Rob scored 470 points averaging 19.5 points a game and 14 

rebounds a contest to help lead the Maroons to the regular season Southern Division title. It was 

the first division title won by the Maroons in 8 years. For his efforts, he was named first team 

All-Conference and first team All-State. Rob scored 982 career points at Central, the seventh 

best in school history over the past 34 years. He recorded 398 two-point field goals 9th best in 

the past 61 years and his 15.5 average is third best to Joe Antonietti over the past 61 years. Spear 

went on to play basketball at the College of Great Falls. He was a four-year starter for the Argos. 

Spear had numerous 20 plus point games for CGF. His high was 29 points against both Rocky 

Mountain College and Simon Fraser. Rob was selected second-team All-Frontier Conference 

following his junior year in 1979. When his career was over following the 1980 season, Rob was 



in the top ten in school history at CGF in both scoring and rebounds. In 1982, he joined the 

Montana Golden Nuggets of the Continental Basketball League. He played for current NBA 

head coach George Karl. A knee injury cut short his pro career. Spear went on to become the 

Athletic Director at the University of Idaho. 

Rob Spear’s résumé: 

 1974 member Butte Central basketball team     

 1975 member Butte Central basketball team     

 1975 team’s leading scorer 18.0 average      

 1975 selected first team All-Conference      

 1976 member Butte Central basketball team     

 1976 scored 470 points averaged 19.5 pts 14 rebound a game 

 1976 selected first team All-Conference     

 1976 selected first team All-State       

 1974-76 15.5 pts average 3rd best last 61 years at Central 

 1977 member College of Great Falls basketball team   

 1978 member College of Great Falls basketball team   

 1979 member College of Great Falls basketball team   

 1979 selected second team All-Frontier Conference   

 1980 member College of Great Falls basketball team   

 1976-80 top ten in scoring & rebounding CGF    

 1982 member Montana Golden Nuggets professional basketball 

 2003-present Athletic Director University of Idaho 

 

Steve Stanisich - special 

He was one of the best handball players ever produced in the city. Steve won many city, state, 

regional and national tournaments in the sport. Stanisich is an 8-time singles winner of the Open 

Division at the state handball tournament. Steve also won the state doubles championship three 

times, the national masters senior doubles championship and is the current Arizona state masters’ 

handball champion. Steve competed four years in the sport at Montana Tech. He led the 

Orediggers to the national tournament four straight years and competed in the National 

Collegiate Finals all four years. Stanisich led the Orediggers to a second place finish behind the 

University of Texas at the 1979 NCAA National Finals. In 2002, Steve was inducted into the 

Montana Tech Athletic Hall of Fame. 

Steve Stanisich’s résumé: 

 1970s-80s 8-time state open singles handball champion  

 1970s-80s 3-time state doubles handball champion   

 1977 member Montana Tech handball team      

 1977 second place finish NCAA National Collegiate Handball 

 1978 member Montana Tech handball team      



 1978 second place finish NCAA National Collegiate Handball  

 1979 member Montana Tech handball team NCAA second place 

 1979 second place finish NCAA National Collegiate Handball 

 1980 member Montana Tech handball team      

 1980 second place finish NCAA National Collegiate Handball national masters singles 

handball champion      

 2002 inducted into Montana Tech Athletic Hall of Fame  . 

 

Dennis ‘Butch’ Starin 

Butch Starin was multi-sport state champion in the Mining City. Starin won the state wrestling 

championship in the 154-pound weight class as a senior at Butte High School in 1969. He also 

played football for the Bulldogs and was a member of state championship teams in 1967 and 

1968. After high school, Starin wrestled at Montana Western College. 

Starin won state handball titles in 1980 and 1998. When he won his second title, Starin was old 

enough to play in the Golden Masters Division. He also won the state doubles title with Tom 

Pomroy Jr. in 1989. He also won the Masters Division in 1994 in both the open and doubles 

competition. He captured five city handball titles as well. In 1974, Starin won the Northwest 

Region NCAA open handball championship. 

In addition to his great play in the handball court, Starin gave back to the sport he loves. Through 

his efforts, a three-wall outdoor handball court was constructed at East Middle School. 

Butch Starin’s résumé: 

1967 Member Butte High state football champions 

1968 Member Butte High state football champions 

1969 Won state championship at 154 pounds 

1972 Member Western Montana College Wrestling team 

1974 Northwest Region NCAA Open handball champion 

1980 Won state singles handball title 

1989 Won state doubles handball title 

1994 Won Montana state masters handball championship 

1994 Won Montana state masters doubles championship 

1998 Won state singles handball title 

 

Randy Street 

Randy Street was three-time state champion wrestler at Butte High School. He is one of the few 

Bulldog athletes win a state wrestling title and also be selected as a first-team All-State football 

player. 



In wrestling, Street was a member of four state champion Bulldog teams from 1985-1988. An 

injury late in his freshman year kept him out of the state tournament, ending a season in which he 

was favored to win the state title in his weight class. His replacement on the Butte High team 

won the state title. In 1986, Street won the state title at 119 pounds, posting a 25-1 record. He 

went 27-0 as a junior in 1987, winning the state crown at 132 pounds. As a senior, captured his 

third state title, going 32-1 in the 140-pound weight class. In his four years as a Bulldog, Street 

posted a record of 94-4. 

As a defensive back for the Bulldog football team, Street intercepted two passes on his way to an 

honorable mention on the All-State football team. The next season, he was selected first-team 

All-State. In 1986 and 1987, street started for the Bulldogs, who played in the state 

championship game. 

Street went on to wrestle two years at the University of Nebraska. Following an injury, he 

competed in wrestling for two years at MSU-Northern. In his first year with the Lights, Street 

win the NAIA national title at 150 pounds. He went through the season undefeated. The 

following season, Street went 23-1 and placed third at the NAIA National Tournament. 

Randy Street tragically passed away at the age of 42 in 2012. 

Randy Street’s résumé: 

1985 Member Butte High state wrestling championship team 

1986 Member Butte High state wrestling championship team 

1986 Won 119-pound state title with 25-1 record 

1986 Starter on Butte High football team, state runner up 

1986 Selected honorable mention All-State defensive back 

1987 Member of Butte High state wrestling championship team 

1987 Won 132-pound state title with a 27-0 record 

1987 Starter on Butte High football team, state runner up 

1987 Selected first-team All-State in football 

1988 Member Butte High state wrestling championship team 

1988 Won 140-pound state title with a 32-1 record 

1985-88 Posted a 94-4 overall record 

1984-88 Won eight varsity letters at Butte High (four wrestling, two football, two tennis) 

1989-90 Member University of Nebraska wrestling team 

1992-93 Member MSU-Northern wrestling team 

1992 Won 150-pound NAIA national championship, undefeated record 

1992 Named MVP of the NAIA National Tournament 

1993 Placed third in 150-pound division at NAIA National Tournament, 23-1 record 

 

Barry Sullivan 

He was a standout all-around athlete at Butte High in the 1970s competing in football, basketball 

and track. Sullivan was a two-year starter in football as a quarterback for the Bulldogs. In 1976, 



Barry completed 32-83 passes for 528 yards and 5 touchdowns. He also ran the ball 49 times for 

159 yards and six scores. In his his year, in 1977, Sullivan was the quarterback on the undefeated 

state championship team. They were selected as the top Butte High team of the 20th century. 

Sullivan completed 42 of 84 passes for 652 yards and seven touchdowns. He rushed the ball 51 

times for 254 yards, scoring three times. Following the season, Sullivan was picked first team 

All-State in football. For his two-year career in football, Sullivan completed 74-167 passes for 

1,180yards and 12 touchdowns. He also rushed the ball 100 times for 449 yards, scoring nine 

touchdowns. In basketball, Barry played for the Bulldogs in 1977 and 1978. 

He was a starter in 1978. Sullivan was the club’s second leading scorer, tallying 280 points for a 

10.3 average in 27 games. For his two-year basketball career, Sullivan scored 334 points for an 

8.5 average in 39 games. Sullivan was also a member of the Butte High track team. Following 

his graduation, Barry played football at Montana State. He was the Bobcats starting quarterback 

in 1979 when the Bobcats won the Big Sky Conference championship. Sullivan was a three-year 

starter as quarterback for MSU and played wide receiver for the Bobcats in his senior year. 

Barry Sullivan’s résumé: 

 1976 starter Butte High football team 

 1977 member Butte High basketball team 

 1977 member Butte High track team 

 1977 starter Butte High state football champions 

 1977 selected first team All-State in football 

 1978 starter Butte High basketball team 

 1978 member Butte High track team 

 1979 starter Montana State Big Sky football champions 

 1980 starter Montana State football team 

 1981 starter Montana State football team 

 1982 starter Montana State football team 

 

Dan Sullivan 

He was a standout athlete at Butte High in the 1970s competing in football and basketball. 

Sullivan played as an offensive linemen in football for the Bulldogs from 1970-72. He was 

selected first team All-State in football following the 1972 season. In basketball, Sullivan 

competed three years for the Bulldogs from 1971-73. In his sophomore year, he played in 19 

games scoring 41 points. In his junior year, Sullivan was the team’s leading scorer with 343 

points in 26 games. He averaged 13.1 points a game. In his senior year, in 1973, Sullivan put in 

239 points for a 9.1 average. In his basketball career, scored 623 points in 71 games for an 

average of 8.7 points a game. Following his prep career, Sullivan was a starting offensive 

linemen for the University of Montana for three years from 1974-76. 

Dan Sullivan’s résumé: 



 1970 member Butte High football team 

 1971 member Butte High basketball team 

 1971 starter Butte High football team 

 1971 starter Butte High basketball team 

 1971 leading scorer with 343 points for a 13.1 average 

 1972 starter Butte High football team 

 1972 selected first team All-State in football 

 1972 member Butte High basketball team 

 1974-76 starting linemen University of Montana football 

 

John Sullivan 

He was an outstanding basketball player at Butte Central and Western Montana College in the 

1980s. Sullivan was a member of the 1984 state championship team at Butte Central. He was a 

two-year starter in 1985 and 1986 for the Maroons. In 1985, Sullivan scored 269 points in 24 

games for an average of 11.2 points. He had 22 points in the state finals against Livingston. 

Sullivan was selected first team All-State following the season. in 1986, his senior season, 

Sullivan scored 536 points and had a 20.6 point average in 26 games. 

The 536 points is the third most ever in a season for a Maroons’ plaer. Sullivan joins only Joe 

Antonietti, Mike Judd and Jumpin Joe Kelly, all members of the Butte Sports Hall of Fame, as 

the only players who have scored over 500 points in a season. His 20.6 average was the fourth 

best ever by a Maroon. Only five Butte Central players have ever averaged over 20 points a 

game for a season. Sullivan led the 1986 Maroons to a fourth place finish at state. John was 

selected first team All-State. For his career, Sullivan scored 830 points, averaged 13.6 points a 

game and made 310 field goals. John also competed in track for Butte Central and also was a 

pitcher on the American Legion baseball team. Following his prep career, John played in the 

Montana-Wyoming basketball series. He went on to play basketball at Western Montana 

College. Sullivan was a member of two Frontier Conference championship teams at Western. 

His 1989 club knocked off the number one seed Grand Canyon at the national tournament. 

Sullivan averaged 18 points a game in his senior year of 1990 and was selected first team All-

Conference. He also scored over 1,000 career points for the Bulldogs. John was inducted into the 

Western Montana College Sports Hall of Fame for basketball. Following his palying days, 

Sullivan coached basketball at Ennis High School for ten years. He was the head coach for seven 

years. In 1997, he led the Mustangs to their own appearance ever in a state tournament.  

John Sullivan’s résumé: 

 1984 member Butte Central state basketball champions  

 1985 starter Butte Central state runner up basketball   

 1985 scored 22 points in state championship game   . 

 1985 selected first team All-State       

 1986 starter Butte Central basketball      

 1986 selected first team All-State      



 1986 scored 536 points, third best all-time at Central  

 1986 averaged 20.6 pts fourth best all time at Central  

 1986 played in Montana-Wyoming All-Star game     

 1987-90 member Western Montana College basketball team  

 1989 member Frontier Conference basketball champions   

 1989 played in NAIA National Tournament     

 1990 starter Frontier Conference basketball champions   

 1990 selected first team All-Frontier Conference    

 1994-00 head coach Ennis High School       

 1997 led Ennis to its only state tournament appearance ever 

 

George Tarrant 

He was a longtime coach at Butte High. He served as an assistant football and basketball coach 

from1961 to 1963. Tarrant was on the coaching staff of the 1961 Butte High football team that 

won the state championship. George was an assistant track coach from 1962-66. He became the 

head coach  

of the Bulldogs’ track program in 1967. Tarrant was the head coach from 1967 to 1973. During 

his tenure, the Bulldogs placed second at the state meet in 1969 and 1973. Tarrant produced four 

individual state champions while serving as the head coach. He also coach boys and girls 

gymnastics at Butte High. After stepping down as the boys’ track coach, George served as an 

assistant coach on the girls’ team from 1974-89. He was an assistant coach on three Lady 

Bulldogs’ state championship teams in 1984, 1986 and 1987. During his own playing days, 

Tarrant was an outstanding in the pole vault for Butte High. He was the state champion in the 

event at the 1945 state meet.  His winning leap was 11-4. Following his prep days, Tarrant 

competed in track and boxing at the University of Montana. In boxing, George was the 

University of Montana’s Bill Merritt Award for his efforts during the 1953 season. 

George Tarrant’s résumé: 

 1945 member Butte High track team 

 1945 state champion pole vault  11-4 

 1946 member Butte High track team 

 1947 member Butte High track team 

 1948-53 member University of Montana track team 

 1950-53 member University of Montana boxing team 

 1953 winner U of M’s Billy Merritt Award for boxing 

 1961 assistant coach Butte High state football champions 

 1962 assistant coach Butte High track 

 1962 assistant coach Butte High football 

 1963 assistant coach Butte High basketball 

 1963 assistant coach Butte High state track champions 

 1964 assistant coach Butte High track 



 1965 assistant coach Butte High track 

 1966 assistant coach Butte High state track champions 

 1967-73 head coach Butte High boys’ track  

 1960s-70s head coach Butte High boys’ and girls’ gymnastics 

 1974-89 assistant coach Butte High girls’ track 

 1984 assistant coach Butte High state girls’ track champions 

 1986 assistant coach Butte High state girls’ track champions 

 1987 assistant coach Butte High state girls’ track champions 

 

Bryl Thompson 

He was a standout football player and track athlete at Butte High in the 1970s. Thompson was a 

starting linemen on the 1977 Butte High Bulldogs undefeated state championship team. 

Following the season, Bryl was selected first team All-State. Thompson was a thrower on the 

Butte High track team. 

He won the discus competition at the 1977 and 1978 state track meets. He became and remains 

only the second Butte High athlete to win the discus completion in back-to-back years. The other 

athlete to do it was Butte Sports Hall of Fame member Bob Hawke. Thompson was the discus 

competition at the 1977 meet with a throw of 168-1. In 1978, his winning heave was 169-8. 

Thompson went on to compete in track at Montana State University. 

Bryl Thompson’s résumé: 

 1976 member Butte High football team 

 1977 member Butte High track team 

 1977 state champion discus event at state track meet 168-1 

 1977 member Butte High state championship football team 

 1977 selected first team All-State in football 

 1978 state champion discus event at state track meet 169-8 

 1979-82 member Montana State track team 

 

Mike Thompson 

He was a successful coach and Athletic Director at Butte Central in the 1970s and 1980s. 

Thompson guided the Lady Maroons to back-to-back state girls’ basketball titles in 1981 an 

1982. Butte Central posted a record of 23-1 in both seasons. It was the first two state titles ever 

in basketball for the Lady Maroons. Thompson was selected as the Class A Coach of the Year in 

both 1981 and 1982. Mike was the head girls’ basketball coach for six seasons from 1979-1984. 

He had a 91-46 record and is the only Butte Central Lady Maroons coach to posting a career 

winning record. Butte Central has been to the state tournament only six times and Thompson 

directed three of those teams in 1979, 1981 and 1982. In addition, Thompson led the Lady 



Maroons to divisional tournament titles in 1981 and 1982 while posting a 13-7 record in 

divisional play. Besides girls’ basketball, Mike was the head coach of the golf teams at Butte 

Central from 1975-1985. His 1978 boys’ team won the school’s first-ever state golf 

championship. Thompson served as the school’s Athletic Director from 1975-1985. He was also 

an assistant football and boys’ basketball coach. Thompson was heavily involved in the Montana 

High School Association serving as secretary/treasurer of the Athletic Directors. In 1985, he 

moved to Glendive to take over as their school’s Athletic Director.  During that year, he received 

the MHSA’s Service Citation Award. In 1986, Mike moved to Germany to teach school for the 

Department of Defense. He continued to coach girls’ basketball from 1986-1990 in Osterholz-

Scharmbeck, Germany. 

Mike Thompson’s résumé: 

 1975 head coach Butte Central golf team 

 1974-78 assistant football coach at Butte Central 

 1975-78 assistant boys’ basketball coach at Butte Central 

 1976 head coach Butte Central golf team 

 1978 head coach Butte Central state boys’ golf champions 

 1979 head coach Butte Central golf team 

 1979 head coach Butte Central girls’ basketball team 

 1980 head coach Butte Central golf team 

 1980 head coach Butte Central girl’s basketball team 

 1981 head coach Butte Central golf team 

 1981 head coach Butte Central state girls’ basketball champs 

 1981 selected Class A Coach of the Year 

 1982 head coach Butte Central golf team 

 1982 head coach Butte Central state girls’ basketball champs 

 1982 selected Class A Coach of the Year 

 1983 head coach Butte Central golf team 

 1983 head coach Butte Central girls’ basketball team 

 1984 head coach Butte Central golf team 

 1984 head coach Butte Central girls’ basketball team 

 1985 head coach Butte Central golf team 

 1975-85 Athletic Director Butte Central 

 1985-86 Athletic Director Glendive High School 

 1986 received MHSA’s Service Citation Award 

 1986-90 head coach girls’ basketball in Germany 

 

Si Timberman - athlete         special  

He was a standout running back on the Butte High football team in 1976 and 1977. Timberman 

sets school records with 229 carries for 1,132 yards during 1977 as he helped lead the Bulldogs 

to an undefeated season and state title. He was selected first team All-State in football following 



the 1977 season. During his career, he rushed for a school-record 1,407 yards on 285 carries 

scoring 14 touchdowns, and caught 2 passes for 18 yards and 1 touchdown. Following his career, 

at Butte High, Si played football at Montana State. In his senior year of 1982, Si was a starting 

fullback rushing for 370 yards, scoring one touchdown plus caught 30 passes for 321 yards for 

the Bobcats. In 1999, Si was picked to the All-Century Butte High football team. 

Si Timberman’s résumé: 

 1976 member Butte High football team       

 1977 starting back Butte High state title football team  

 1977 set school-record with 229 carries during season   

 1977 set school-record with 1,132 yards rushing in season  

 1977 selected first team All-State in football    

 1976-77 career school-record 1407 yards rushing    

 1976-77 career school-record 285 carries rushing    

 1978-81 played for Montana State football team    

 1999 selected to All-Century Butte High football team   

 

Chris Cuchine Vidrich 

She was an outstanding track star for Butte High in the 1980s. Chris won the Bill Hawke Award 

as the top female track athlete in 1980 and 1981. Chris won numerous races in the hurdles and 

sprints in 1980 and 1981. At the 1980 state meet, she was fifth in the 100 yard run, second in the 

110 yard high hurdles and fifth in the 330 yard low hurdles. In 1981, she was fourth in the 300 

meter low hurdles and fifth in the 100 meter high hurdles at the state meet. She was the first 

Lady Bulldog to ever place in two events at the state meet in back-to-back years. During her 

senior year, in 1981, Chris beat Butte Central’s Cathy Gallagher, a Butte Sports Hall of Fame 

member and two-time state champion, in the 300-meter low hurdles at the Butte High 

Invitational Meet with a winning time of 45.2 secons. Cuchine also played basketball for the 

Bulldogs. In 1980, she played in 15 games, scoring 56 points for a 3.7 points average. She was 

named Butte High’s top female athlete for 1981. Chris also competed in softball for the Lucky 

Larger softball teams. 

Chirs Cuchine Vidrich’s résumé: 

 1980 member Butte High girls track team     . 

 1980 won Bill Hawke Award as top female track athlete  

 1980 member Butte High girls basketball team     

 1981 member Butte High girls track team      

 1981 won Bill Hawke Award as top female track athlete  

 1980-81 first Lady Bulldog to place in 2 events in 2 years 

 1981 named Butte High girls’ athlete of the year   

 1980s played on Lucky Larger softball team      



 

Jay Vogelsang 

He was an outstanding basketball player for Butte Central and Carroll College in the late 1960s 

and early 1970s. Vogelsang was a two-year starter for the Maroons’ basketball team in 1969 and 

1970. Butte Central placed third at the Big 32 state tournament in 1969, In his senior year, in 

1970, Jay led the Maroons in scoring. He scored 393 points in 21 games for an average of 18.7 

points a game. In his basketball career at Butte Central, Vogelsang had 639 points in 44 games 

for an average of 14.5 points a game. Vogelsang went on to compete at Carroll College. He then 

became a head coach at Hardin High School. Vogelsang moved back to become assistant coach 

at Butte Central in 1978 when the boys’ team won the state title. He took over as head coach of 

the Butte Central boys’ team in 1980. He was head coach through the 1982 season. Vogelsang 

led the Maroons to the divisional tournament finals twice, winning the 1982 divisional crown. 

His 1981 and 1982 teams both made the state tournament with the 1982 club finishing fourth at 

state. He compiled a record of 39-29 in three seasons at Butte Central. After 1982, he was the 

head coach at Whitehall for a couple of years. 

Jay Vogelsang’s résumé: 

 1969 starter Butte Central basketball team 

 1970 starter Butte Central basketball team 

 1970 lead team in scoring 393 points  18.7 average 

 1971-75 member Carroll College basketball team 

 1976-77 head coach Hardin High basketball team 

 1978 assistant coach Butte Central state basketball champion 

 1979 assistant coach Butte Central basketball team 

 1980 head coach Butte Central basketball team 

 1981 head coach Butte Central basketball team 

 1982 head coach Butte Central basketball team 

 1983 head coach Whitehall High basketball team 

 1984 head coach Whitehall High basketball team 

 1985 head coach Whitehall High basketball team  

 

Sean Walsh 

He was a standout all-around athlete competing in football and basketball at Butte Central in the 

1990s. He was one of the few athletes to ever be named first team All-State in both football and 

basketball. Walsh was a three-year starting running back on the Maroons’ football team from 

1989-91. In his sophomore year of 1989, Walsh led the team in receptions with 11 catches for 

228 yards. In his junior and senior year, Sean was the club’s leading rusher. 

In 1990, he had 885 rushing yards in 167 carries, scoring 10 touchdowns. Walsh also played 

some at quarterback due to an injury. He had 1,098 total yards on the season. In his senior year 



of 1991, Walsh had a banner year. He carried the ball 186 times for 1,129 yards. Sean had 1,461 

total yards on the year, scoring 21 touchdowns. In a game on a snow-covered field against 

Havre, Walsh set a school-record with eight touchdowns in the game. He carried the ball 34 

times for 251 yards in that contest. Walsh was selected first team All-State following the season. 

For his football career at Butte Central, Walsh tallied 34 touchdowns, the second best in school 

history. He ranks in the top ten with 369 carries for 2,093 rushing yards and 2,854 total yards. He 

was selected to the All-Century team at Butte Central. In basketball, Walsh was just as dominate 

as a player. Walsh was a three-year starting being selected first team All-State all three seasons. 

He is only one of four Maroons’ players to make all-state honors in basketball three times. The 

others were Butte Sports Hall of Fame members Danny Hanley, Joe Kelly plus Walsh’s 

teammate Ryan Murphy. During that time, the Maroons played in the state finals twice, in 1990 

and 1992. They won the state crown in 1992 beating Stevensville in the finals. In 1991, his junior 

year, he tallied 362 points for an average of 14.4 points a contest. In his senior year of 1992, he 

led the state championship club in scoring with 359 points an average of 17.1 points a game. He 

saved his best for crunch time, putting up 33 points against undefeated and defending state 

champion Whitefish in a semi-final win over the Bulldogs. For his basketball career, Walsh had 

859 points, averaging 14.3 points a game over 60 games. His career scoring average puts him in 

the top ten all-time at Butte Central. 

Sean Walsh’s résumé: 

 1989 starter Butte Central football team      

 1989 led team in receptions with 11 for the year    

 1990 starter Butte Central basketball team state runner up 

 1990 selected first team All-State in basketball    

 1990 starter Butte Central football team      

 1990 led team in rushing 885 yards and total yards 1,098  

 1991 starter Butte Central basketball team     

 1991 selected first team All-State in basketball    

 1991 starter Butte Central football team      

 1991 led team in rushing yards 1,129 and total yards 1,461 

 1991 scored a school record 8 touchdowns against Havre  

 1991 selected first team All-State in football    

 1989-91 scored 34 touchdowns second best in school history 

 1992 starter Butte Central basketball state champions   

 1992 led team in scoring with 359 points average 17.1 PPG. 

 1992 selected first team All-State in basketball    

 1990-92 scored 859 points in his basketball career   

 1990-92 had an average of 14.3 points a game top ten all time 

 1990-92 one of only four Maroons make All-State three times 

 1999 selected to All-Century football team      

 

Ernie Wilson  



He was an excellent wrestler on four state championship teams for Butte High in the 1980s. 

Wilson made it to the finals in each of the four years he wrestled at Butte High. He won the state 

crown as a freshmen in 1985 and as a senior in 1988. Wilson became one of the few freshmen 

ever to win a state championship at Butte High. He went undefeated on the season with a 10-0 

record. In his sophomore and junior seasons, Wilson lost to TJ Campbell in the state finals both 

years. Campbell was a rare four-time state wrestling champions. Ernie had a 24-2 record his 

sophomore year and a 24-1 record his junior season. It was the only defeats Wilson suffered in 

both 1986 and 1987. Wilson took the crown at 145 pounds at the 1988 state championships. He 

had an undefeated 32-0 record for the year. In four years of wrestling at Butte High, Ernie 

compiled a record of 90-3. Wilson went to Boise State University where he wrestled for one 

season.  

Ernie Wilson’s résumé: 

 1985 member Butte High wrestling state champions    

 1985 119 pound state wrestling champion  record 10-0   

 1986 member Butte High wrestling state champions    

 1986 126 pounds second place finish at state tournament  

 1986 record of 24-2          . 

 1987 member Butte High wrestling state champions    

 1987 138 pound second place finish at state tournament   

 1987 record of 24-1          . 

 1988 member Butte High wrestling state champions    

 1988 145 pound state wrestling champion      

 1988 record of 32-0           

 1985-88 compiled a record of 90-3 at Butte High in wrestling 

 1989 member Boise State wrestling team        

 

Mary Yakawich  athlete women  special  

She was a standout athlete in basketball and track for Butte 

Central in the 1970s. Mary won the shot put at the 1980 state track meet setting a class record 

which stood for 10 years. The throw was 40’ 11 1/4”. In basketball, she was selected first team 

All-Southern A Conference following her senior season in 1979. Following her prep days, Mary 

competed for Montana Tech in both volleyball and basketball for four years. She was a member 

of three Frontier Conference volleyball champions and two Frontier Conference women’s 

basketball teams. During her basketball career, she made 498 points and had 84 assists in her 

senior year in 1984. 

Mary Yakawich’s résumé: 

 1976 member Butte Central girls basketball team    

 1977 member Butte Central girls track team    



 1977 member Butte Central girls basketball team    

 1978 member Butte Central girls track team    

 1978 member Butte Central girls basketball team    

 1979 member Butte Central girls track team    

 1979 member Butte Central girls basketball team    

 1979 selected first team All Southern A Conference   

 1980 state champion shot put 40’ 11 1/2” state track finals 

 1980 set Class A record in shot put it stood for 10 years 

 1980 member Montana Tech volleyball team      

 1981 member Montana Tech basketball team      

 1981 member Montana Tech volleyball league champions   

 1981 member NAIA District 12 volleyball champions   

 1982 member Montana Tech basketball league champions   

 1982 member Montana Tech volleyball league champions   

 1982 member NAIA District 12 volleyball champions    

 1983 member Montana Tech basketball league champions   

 1983 member Montana Tech volleyball league champions   

 1983 member NAIA District 12 volleyball champions   

 1983 member Bi-District volleyball champions     

 1983 member Tech team competed at NAIA national tournament 

 1984 member Montana Tech basketball team     . 

 

Ed Yeo 

He was a standout athlete at Butte High and Rocky Mountain College in the 1960s. He played 

basketball and baseball in Butte. Later, Yeo became the longtime girls’ basketball and golf coach 

at Butte High. Yeo was a two-year starter on the Bulldogs’ basketball teams in 1962 and 1963. In 

his senior year, in 1963, he led the team in scoring with 376 points in 25 games for a 15.0 

average. He was selected first team All-State following the season. During his career, Yeo had 

189 field goals, 554 points in 49 games for an average of 11.3 points a game. In baseball, Ed 

played on the American Legion team. In 1963 he pitched Butte to a 7-2 win over Billings. It was 

only the second time in eight years that the Billings club had been beaten by a Montana team. 

Following his prep career, Yeo went to Rocky Mountain College where he competed in baseball 

and basketball for the Bears. In basketball, he was selected first team All-Frontier Conference 

and also first team NAIA District 5 in both his junior and senior years. As a pitcher in baseball, 

in 1964, Yeo was a member of the Rocky Mountain College team that won the Frontier 

Conference title and played in the District 12 finals. Following school, he coached a year in 

Libby before returning to Butte as an assistant basketball coach. He took over as the Lady 

Bulldogs’ head coach in basketball in 1974. He led the Butte High team for three years. He took 

over at the head golf coach at Butte High in 1971. Yeo held that position for 30 years. During his 

tenure, the Lady Bulldogs won the state championship in 1984 and 1985. They are the only girls’ 

golf teams to win the state championship in Butte. Ed coached six individuals who placed in the 



top three at the state golf tournament. Yeo was inducted into the Rocky Mountain College Sports 

Hall of Fame in 2013. His 1964 Rocky Mountain College team went into the school’s Hall of 

Fame in 2016. 

Ed Yeo’s résumé: 

 1962 starter Butte High basketball team 

 1962 member Butte American Legion baseball team 

 1963 starter Butte High basketball team 

 1963 leading scorer 376 points 15.0 average 

 1963 selected first team All-State in basketball 

 1963 member Butte American Legion baseball team 

 1963 pitched 7-2 over Billings 2nd loss in 8 years Billings 

 1964 member Rocky Mountain basketball team 

 1964 member Rocky Mountain Conference baseball champions 

 1965 member Rocky Mountain basketball team 

 1965 member Rocky Mountain baseball team 

 1966 member Rocky Mountain basketball team 

 1966 selected first team All-Conference  All-District 5  

 1966 member Rocky Mountain baseball team 

 1967 member Rocky Mountain basketball team 

 1967 selected first team All-Conference  All-District 5 

 1967 member Rocky Mountain baseball team 

 1968 assistant coach Libby basketball team 

 1969-74 assistant basketball coach at Butte High 

 1971-2001 head golf coach at Butte High 

 1974 head coach Butte High girls’ basketball 

 1975 head coach Butte High girls’ basketball 

 1976 head coach Butte High girls’ basketball 

 1984 head coach Butte High state girls’ golf champions 

 1985 head coach Butte High state girls’ golf champions 

 2013 Inducted into Rocky Mountain College Sports Hall of Fame  

 2016 His 1964 baseball team inducted into Rocky Mountain College Sports Hall of Fame 


